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Information Guide by Timur Muzayev and Zurab 
odya, historians and newspaper correspondents, pub- 

lished jointly by the authors and the Panorama expert 

information group: “The New Chechen-Ingushetiya’’) 


[Text] 


Introduction 


The change of power in Chechen-Ingushetiya in the fall 
of last year altered the overall political atmosphere in the 
Caucasus in a fundamental way. The “revolution” ended 
the prerequisites for a new situation to develop in the 
region. The Chechen Republic which appeared as its 
result began to openly oppose Russia, supported the 
overthrown president of Georgia Z. Gamsakhurdia, 
established close contacts with the opposition forces of 
neighboring autonomous formations, and promoted the 
idea of separating the Northern Caucasus out into a 
separate confederative state. All these things confirm the 
significance of the events taking place within the 
republic. There is no doubt that in the near and, most 
likely, more distant future Chechen-Ingushetiya will 
repeatedly attract attention with its fairly extravagant 
and aggressive domestic and foreign policy. Ai the same 
time, however, we must realize that the revolution did 
not resolve most of the old contradictions but added a 
host of new ones to them. Consequently new crises in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya are inevitable. The reference guide 
“The New Chechen-Ingushetiya” is intended for polit- 
ical scientists, journalists, and activists of political orga- 
nizations—those who are professionally involved in 
studying the processes developing both on the territory 
of the former USSR as a whole and in the Caucasus (and 
in the Transcaucasus) in particular. 


The guide consists of eight chapters. The first gives the 
addresses and telephone numbers of a number of gov- 
ernmental institutions, principal political organizations, 
and prominent newspapers of Chechen-Ingushetiya. The 
chapter “Organs of Power of the Chechen Republic” 
offers an opportunity to become familiar with the new 
power structures and conditions in which state policy is 
being formulated. The next chapter assembles informa- 
tion on 53 political organizations and parties, including 
prominent ones such as the Vaynakh Democratic Party, 
the Green Movement, the “Islamic Path” Party, and 
others which play main roles in the revolution. Informa- 
tion on the political organizations opposing the regime 
of D. Dudayev can be found in this same chapter. 
Moreover, the guide contains brief biographical data on 
30 of the republic's political and military figures as well 
as a historical outline and statistical data on Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. In preparing the historical outline the 
authors devoted primary attention to the Caucasian War 
and little-known pages of the Soviet period of history. 


The two last chapters describe the course of the 
“Chechen revolution” and its prehistory in detail. 


The authors of the guide are professional historians. 
Timur Muzayev specializes in the history of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya in the Soviet period; at the same time he is 
the Groznyy correspondent for NEZAVISIMAYA 
GAZETA. Zurab Todya is an associate of the Panorama 
expert information group and correspondent for the 
News and Information Agency (ANI). The basic material 
for the guide was gathered as a result of the authors’ 
journalism work in Groznyy and through contacts with 
political and military figures of Chechen-Ingushetiya. 
Part of the material (the historical outline, statistical 
data, and biographies) was prepared on the basis of 
personal research and articles from local newspapers. 


In the future the authors will continue similar work on 
the Caucasus and the Transcaucasian Region. 


Glossary of Abbreviations 


AWPChR—Association of Women Under the President 
of the Chechen Republic [onginal Russian—AZhPChR] 


Al—Association of the Intelligentsia [Russian—same] 
VDP—Vaynakh Democratic Party [Russian—same] 
$1C—Supreme Islamic Council! [Russian—VIS} 


ChIR SS—Chechen-Ingush Republic Supreme Soviet 
[Russian—VS ChIR} 


ChR SS—Chechen Republic Supreme Soviet (Russian— 
VS ChR] 


PCChR—Provisional Council of the Chechen Republic 
‘Russian—VSChR} 


PHC—Provisional High Council [Russian—VVS] 
FPA—Foreign Policy Association [Russian— « PA] 


MDR—Movement for Democratic Reform [Russian— 
DDR] 


MPChI—Movement To Preserve Chechen-Ingushetiya 
{Russian—DSChl] 


MCC—Movement for Civic Consensus [Russian— 
DGS] 


GMChI—Green Movement of Chechen-Ingushetiya 
{Ru san—ZDChl} 


IDPN—Ingush Democratic Party “Niyso” [Russian— 
same} 


ECDI—Executive Committee of All Levels of Deputies 
of Ingushetiya [Russian—IKDI} 


IPR—Islamic Party of Rebirth [Russian—IPV} 


EC NCChP—Executive Committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People [Russian—IK OKChN] 








CCIP-—Coordinating Council of the Ingush People [Rus- 
sian—KSIN] 


CSMDI—Committee of the Social Movement in 
Defense of Iraq [Russian-KODZ]I] 


WDU—World Democratic Union [Russian—MDS]} 


PFChI—Popular Front of Chechen-Ingushetiya [Rus- 
sian—NFChI} 


PCI—People's Council of Ingushetiya ([Russian—NSI] 
IUW—Independent Union of Women [Russian—N5SZh] 


NMChP-—National Movement of the Chechen People 
[Russian—ODChN] 


NCChP—National Congress of the Chechen People 
[Russian—OKChN)}) 


ShMS—Sheik Mansur Society (Russian—OShM] 


Organizing Committee of the HCC—Organizing Com- 
mittee of the “House of the Caucasian Commonwealth” 
[Russian—Orgkomitet DKS] 


PSS—Presidium of the Supreme Soviet [Russian—PVS] 


PIC—Party of Independence of the Caucasus (Rus- 
sian—PNK|] 


RP—Republican Party [Russian—same] 


UPC--Union for Protection of Citizens of the Chechen- 
Ingush Republic [Russian—SZG] 


ChPJ—Chechen Party of Justice [Russian—ChPS] 


Chl ASSR—Chechen-Ingush Autonomous Soviet 
Socialist Republic ([Russian—same] 


ChIR—Chechen-Ingush Republic [Russian—same] 
ChR—Chechen Republic [Russian—same] 


Chil UlY—Chechen-Ingush Union of Islamic Youth 
[Russian—ChI SIM] 


ChLP—Chechen Labor Party [Russian—ChPT] 


ECChR—Ethnic Council of the Chechen Republic [Rus- 
sian—ESChR] 


Addresses and Telephone Numbers 
Governmental! Institutions and Principal Political 
Organizations 


The president of the ChR, the government, and the 
apparat of the ChR president—Groznyy, prospekt [pros- 
pect] Pobeda 29. Press service of the ChR president-— 
telephone: (8712) 22-51-83. 


issues, Daud Akh- 


Assistant to D. Dudayev on general 
madov—telephone: (8712) 22-14-80. 
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Executive Committee of the NCChP and Council of the 
Vaynakh Democratic Party—Groznyy, prospekt 
Ordzhonikidze 89, telephone: (8712) 22-09-42, (8712) 
22-10-17; (8712) 22-16-50; (8712) 22-10-72. 


National Committee for Legal Reform of the ChR— 
Groznyy, ulitsa [street] Idrisova 44, telephone: (8712) 
22-30-35; (8712) 22-34-36 


Mayor's Office of the city of Groznyy—ulitsa Krasnykh 
Frontovikov 18, telephone: (8712) 22-01-42 


ChR MIA [Minietry of Internal Affairs}—Groznyy, pros- 
pekt Ordzhonikidze 21, telephone: (8712) 22-54-05, 
(8712) 22-73-31 


“Islamic Path" Party—telephone: (8712) 22-01-42r 
(8712) 22-41-10d., Bislan Gantamirov 


Green Movement of Chechen-Ingushetiya—city of 
Groznyy, Gudermesskaya 2!-a (Dormitory No | of 
Chechen-Ingush State University), telephone: (87! 2) 24- 
26-42; (8712) 22-69-19. —Mukhammed Arsanukayev 
(8712) 22-01-63r.—Ramzan Goytemirov 


Groznyy Social Democratic Club—ulitsa Dyakova | 5. 
telephone: (8712) 20-16-16 


Provisional Committee of the Russian-Speaking Popu 
lation and the Groznyy Cossack Department—<ity of 
Groznyy, ulitsa Dagestanskaya 8, telephone: (8712) 22 
95-89. 


People's Council of Ingushetiya—city of Groznyy, ulitsa 
Mayakovskogo 92, telephone: (8712) 22-74-67 


Movement for Democratic Reform.—city of Groznyy 
prospekt Ordzhonikidze 36 (for Kh. Gerzeliyev), tele- 
phone: (8712) 79-87-93. 


Moscow Society of Chechen-Ingush Culture 
“Daymokhk,”’ chairman—Kyuri Abdurakhmanovich 
Akayev, telephone: 431 -36-80d. 


Yusupov, Sharip Takhayevich, member of the adminis- 
tration and acting permanent representative of the ChR 
in Moscow, telephone: 209-13-91r., 174-63-57d 


Chairman of the parliament of the Confederation of 
Mountain Peoples of the Caucasus, Y usup Soslambekov, 
telephone: (8712) 22-14-82r., (8712) 22-29-95r 


Organizing Committee To Create the Republican Party. 
telephone: (8712) 22-11-92 


Prominent Newspapers 


RESPUBLIKA, newspaper of the youth of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya (city of Groznyy). Published since 1923. 
until 1990 published under the name KOMSOMOL- 
SKOYE PLEMYA (organ of the Chechen-Ingush 
Obkom of the All-Union Komsomol) 

Editor—R. Sagayev 

Address: 364907 Groznyy, Mayakovskogo. 92 
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Editorial office telephone: (8712) 22-10-47, (8712) 22- 
33-53, (8712) 22-00-89, (8712) 22-14-07, 


IMPULS, independent newspaper (city of Groznyy). 
Founder: “Simbioz™ Association, 

Editor: R. Karayev., 

Editonal council: Doctor of Historical Sciences Ya. 
Akhmadov, Professor A. Bozhedomov, Professor Zh. 
Khakayev, Professor M. Magomadov, Candidate of 
Technical Sciences A. Gerikhanov, member of the ChR 
parliament Sh. Gazayev, docent P. Parchiyeva. 
Telephone: (8712) 23-56-10; (8712) 777-14-24; (8712) 
77-02-35 

Address: city of Groznyy, ulitsa Dzerzhinskogo, 19. 


SPRAVEDLIVOST, weekly newspaper (city of 
Groznyy). Published since 1989, until February 1992 
published as the NIYSKHO (Justice) bulletin. The news- 
paper gravitates toward the Chechen Party of Justice. 
Founder and editor in chief: Lecha Saligov. 

Address: 364049, Groznyy, ulitsa Tukhachevskogo, 4.49 
[Building 49], kv. 84 [Apartment 84]. 

Telephone: (8712) 77-14-15; (8712) 22-35-99. 


GOLOS CHECHENO-INGUSHETIL, republic sociopo- 
litical newspaper. Published since 1917 (the original 
name was TOVARISHCH, and later it changed names a 
number of times, until 24 August 1990 it was GROZN- 
ENSKIY RABOCHTIY, the organ of the Chechen-Ingush 
Obkom of the CPSU and the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet and Council of Ministers of the Chechen-Ingush 
ASSR) 

Founder: the editorial office labor collective 

Editor M. K. Muradov. 

Address: 364907, Groznyy, ulitsa Mayakovskogo, 92. 
Telephone: (8712) 22-63-00, (8712) 22-08-78. 


BART (Consensus), newspaper of the VDP. Published 
since 1989, first three issues published as the bulletin of 
the “Bart” Society 

Editor: R. Yunusov. 

Address: Groznyy, prospekt Kirova, 4.47, kv.447. 
Circulation: 5,000. 


KAVKAZSKIY DOM, all-Caucasus independent news- 
paper. Published since 16 February 1992. Created by 
decision of the Organizing Committee of the House of 
the Caucasian Commonwealth 

Editor in chief: Arbi Sagalkov. 

Telephone: (8712) 22-17-66; (8712) 22-20-67; (8712) 
22-80-36 


EKHO GOR (“Loaman oaz’’), independent cultural- 
educational newspaper. Published since February 1991. 
Editor: M -B. Tsitskiyev. 

Address: 364907, Groznyy, ulitsa Mayakovskogo, 92 
(7th floor) 


VOZROZHDENIYE, business people's newspaper. 
Published since December 1991. 
Editor in chief: V. V. Chernyakov. 


Founders: editorial office collective, Union of Entrepre- 
neurs, Krasnyy Molot Production Association, “Sim 
bioz"” Association, “Siluet” firm, “Irs” brokerage office 


EKHO CHECHNI, independent newspaper. Published 
since 1991, 

Editor in chief: Lom-Ali (Oleg) Dkhurgayev. 

Address: 366500, city of Urus-Martan, Gorispolkom 
Building. 

Telephone: 2-36-33, 2-53-55. 

KAVKAZ, newspaper of the Confederation of Mountain 
Peoples of the Caucasus. Published since January |99}. 
Editor in chief: Musa Temishev. 

Editorial Office Telephone in Groznyy: (8712) 22-83-85 
Address in Sukhumi: 384901, Abkhaz Autonomous 
Republic, city of Sukhumi, ulitsa Frunze 44. 


SVOBODA (“Marsho"’), weekly newspaper. Published 
since 1991 (before August 1991 as NOVAYA GAZETA, 
the organ of the Journalists’ Union of the ChIR). 
Editor: L. M. Yakhyayev. 

Address: city of Groznyy, ulitsa Mayakovskogo, 92 
Telephone: (8712) 22-34-56. 


Organs of Power of the Chechen Republic (ChR) 


President of the ChR 


The head of the ChR is the president of the ChR, who is 
elected by all citizens of the ChR by a secret and equal 
ballot for a term of 5 years. In addition to the functions 
of head of state, the ChR president is also the head of the 
ChR government and forms the Cabinet of Ministers 
and other state executive offices. The ChR president is 
the Supreme Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
of the ChR, heads the border-customs service and the 
Council of Defense of the ChR, and is appointed to 
supreme command posts. The ChR president manages 
foreign and domestic policy as well as the economic 
policy of the ChR. 


On 27 October 1991 the chairman of the executive 
committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People, retired Major General Dzhokhar Dudayev, was 
elected president. The inauguration ceremony was held 
on 9 November 1991. 


The ChR president, Dzhokhar Dudayev, has concen- 
trated the broadest powers in his hands. He made the 
financial o:gans and National Bank subordinate to him- 
self, without the parliament's participation formed a 
provisional government, the Committee for Operational! 
Management of the Economy, and headed the Council 
To Fight Crime, and so forth. 


The ChR Parliament 


The supreme legislative organ of the ChR is the ChR 
parliament, which is elected by all citizens of the ChR by 
a secret and equal ballot for a term of 5 years. The ChR 
parliament rescinds the constitution and laws of the 
ChR, determines domestic and foreign policy, makes 








decisions on the question of the national-state and 
administrative-territorial order, and rescinds enact- 
ments of the parliament and ukases of the president of 
the ChR. The parliament approves the chairman of the 
Constitutional Court and his deputies, the chairman of 
the Supreme Court and his deputies, members of the 
Supreme Court, judges of cities and rayons, the Chief 
Arbiter, and members of the collegium of the Arbitration 
Court. The ChR parliament appoints the General Proc- 
urator of the ChR and his deputies, procurators of cities 
and rayons, the chairman of the Investigative Com- 
mittee and his deputies, the chairman of the National 
Security Office, and the managers of the National Bank 
and the Sanitary-Epidemiological and Ecological Ser- 
vices Office. The ChR parliament sets elections of the 
parliament and president of the ChR and organs of local 
self-government, holds referendums, approves the state 
budget and future plans and programs of economic and 
social development, and ratifies and abrogates interna- 
tional treaties of the ChR. The ChR parliament has the 
right to make the decision to dismiss the ChR president 
from his post. 


The ChR parliament was elected on 27 October 1991. It 
consists of 41 deputies. The chairman of the ChR 
parliament is Khuseyn Akhmadov, the first deputy 
chairman is Bek Mezhidov, and the deputy chairman is 
Magomed Gushakayev. The following people chair the 
parliamentary committees: Yusup Soslambekov—on 
international affairs, Lieutenant Colonel Ibragim Suley- 
manov—on defense and security, Musa Edisultanov— 
on legislation, legality, and law enforcement, A. Mal- 
sagov—on the economy and budget-finance policy, and 
Khasan Khunkarbiyev—on agrarian policy and food. 
The following deputies enjoy great prestige in the ChR 
parliament: Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev, the chairman of 
the Vaynakh Democratic Party, Shepa Gadayev, the 
chairman of the Achkhoy-Martanovskiy Raysovet, 
Mukhadi Salekhov, Isa Arsamikov, and Said-Khasan 
Abumuslimov, members of the leadership of the 
Vaynakh Democratic Party, and others. The largest 
faction in the ChR parliament is the VDP faction. 


The Apparat of the ChR President 


The apparat of the ChR president began to be formed in 
October 1991, when the advisors to the ChR president 
were appointed. The leader of the Green Movement, 
Candidate of Physical-Mathematical Sciences Ramzan 
Goytemirov, became the first advisor to the president 
and chairman of the scientific-technical council under 
the ChR president. In December 1991 the acting state 
secretary of the ChR, Aslanbek Akbulatov, was 
appointed. The ChR president commissioned the state 
secretary of the ChR to head the State Certification 
Commission, which reviews candidates for leadership 
positions in the ChR Cabinet of Ministers and makes 
recommendations. In December 1991 the National 
Committee for Legal Reform under the ChR president 
(NCLR) was created on the basis of the ChR Ministry of 
Justice. The former ChIR minister of social security, 
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Usman Imayev, was appointed chairman of the NCLR. 
The NCLR's duties include formulating draft laws, sys- 
tematizing and preparing proposals on codifying legisla- 
tion, providing organizational support of the leadership 
with courts, notary offices, and the like, providing legal- 
information support of the activities of the Parliament, 
the president, and the Cabinet of Ministers of the ChR, 
selecting and nominating candidates for judgeships, and 
other things. The NCLR prepares ukases of the ChR 
president and conducts a legal expert review of all 
documents signed by the ChR president, as well as 
provides overall leadership of the Bar, issues licenses for 
the right to engage in private legal and notary practice, 
and the like. In December 1991 the acting minister of 
information on press affairs, M. Udugov, was appointed 
manager of the press service of the ChR president. In 
January 1992 S. Kerimov, the former assistant first 
secretary of the Chechen-Ingush ASSR Committee of the 
CPSU, became chief of the office of the ChR president. 
On 29 January 1992 citizen of the FRG Doctor Gerdt 
Walnebe was appointed advisor to the ChR president on 
the petroleum-producing, petroleum-refining, and chem- 
ical industry and on 24 February Mukhammad-Khadzh: 
Alsabekov, naib-mufti muslim of Kazakhstan and rector 
of the Kazakhstan Islamic Institute, became the advisor 
on interethnic relations and questions of religion. 


Cabinet of Ministers of the ChR 


The Cabinet of Ministers of the ChR is the supreme 
organ of executive power and the government of the 
ChR. The Cabinet of Ministers is formed ‘yy the ChR 
president and approved by the ChR parliament. The 
ChR president heads the Cabinet of Ministers. The 
Cabinet includes the following people: the vice premier, 
the minister of foreign affairs, the minister of defense, 
the minister of internal affairs, the minister of the 
economy, and other ministers. At the present time the 
Cabinet of Ministers of the ChR is in the formative stage. 
The parliament approved the structure of the govern- 
ment in January 1992. 


In December 1991 D. Dudayev appointed the following 
acting ministers: Shamil Beno—acting minister of for- 
eign affairs; Moviadi Udugov—acting minister of infor- 
mation and press affairs; Umalt Alsultanov—acting 
minister of internal affairs; T. Abubakarov—acting min- 
ister of the economy and labor, and certain others. In 
November 1991 Yusup Soslambekov, deputy of parlia- 
ment and chairman of the Confederation of Mountain 
Peoples of the Caucasus, was minister of war (the posi of 
minister of war is now vacant). 


In January-February |992 the ChR parliament approved 
the make-up of the ChR Cabinet of Ministers. 


Make-Up of the Cabinet of Ministers on 1 March 1992: 


Chairman of the ChR Cabinet of Ministers— 
President of the ChR D. Dudayev. 
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Acting first deputy chairman of the ChR Cabinet of 
Ministers and minister of the economy and finances—T. 
T. Abubakarov. 


Members of the Cabinet of Ministers: 
1. Minister of foreign affairs—Sh. A. Beno 


2. Minister of petroleum and chemical industry—Z. 
Zh. Durdiyev 


3. Minister of industry and power engineering—G. 
M. Musalimov 


4. Minister of construction and architecture—U. A. 
Arsanukayev 


5. Minister of education—A. D. Yandarov 


6. Minister of health and social protection—M. M. 
Kadiyev 


7. Chairman of the State Committee for Information 
and the Press—M. S. Udugov 


8. Chairman of the State Committee for Forestry— 
Kh. G. Khazuyev 


9. Chairman of the National Committee on Archive 
Affairs—D. L. Khozhayev 


10. Chairman of the State Committee for Labor and 
Employment—O. O. Salamov 


11. Manager of the National Bank—A. B. Zakayev 


12. Chairman of the State Committee for Sports and 
Tourism—R. N. Badalov 


13. Chairman of the Tax Inspection Office—V. A. 
Alerkhanov 


14. Minister of agriculture—R. A. Bisultanov 
Acting minister of foreign affairs—U. A. Alsultanov 
Acting minister of culture—A. Kindarov. 


wee 4, 4 Hy 
Management of the ‘Cabinet of 
Entrepreneurs Under the President’) 


The Committee for Operational Management of the 
Economy was created by the ChR president in October 
1991 with the powers of the provisional government of 
the republic. After the Cabinet of Ministers of the 
Chechen Republic is formed, the Provisional Committee 
is supposed to become the “cabinet of entrepreneurs 
under the president.” In light of the fact that the make- 
up of the committee was not approved by the parlia- 
ment, the latter is insisting on its disbandment. 


The Committee is headed by the chairman, Ya. Mama- 
dayev, a former economic leader of the ChIR. The first 
deputy chairman is Khuseyn Akhmed Marayev, a former 
sports figure and European karate champion and now a 
businessman, the owner of the ROZEC trading house in 





Moscow. Members of the Committee are R. Bisultanov, 
R. Khakayev, S. Khadzhiyev, G. Musalimov, §. 
Oprishko, R. Borshchigov, and others. Included in the 
Committee are managers of r ajor enterprises of the 
republic and businessmen, including the chairman of the 
Union of Entrepreneurs of the ChIR, S. Elmurzayev. 
Members of this Committee (the “cabinet of ministers 
under the president’’) represent the interests of 
Chechnya business circ'es who provided D. Dudayev 
with substantial material and other support during the 
so-called “Chechen revolution.”’ Officially its primary 
sphere of activity is concluding foreign trade deals. But 
there is considerable reason to think that the Committee 
has a major influence on shaping the Chechen Republic's 
domestic and, in part, foreign policy. At the same time, 
however, it is unpopular among the people and does not 
enjoy the confidence of the ChR parliament. 


The Committee was reorganized in late January 1992. 


The ‘Mekhk kkhel’ (the ‘Council of the Country’ 
or the Council of Elders of the ChR) 


The Mekhk kkhel (the Council! of Elders of the ChR) 
emerged back in October 1991 as a sociopolitical orga- 
nization. Included in the ‘“‘Mekhk kkhel” are supporters 
of the executive committee of the National Congress of 
the Chechen People, for the most part from the rural 
rayons of Chechnya. Later the “Mekhk kkhel” became a 
state advisory organ, which was fixed in Article 12 of the 
Law on the Activities of the ChR Parliament of 24 
December 1991. The “Mekhk kkhel” is also an organ of 
moral control and supervision. In January 1991 repre- 
sentatives of the elders laid claim to some of the parlia- 
ment’s powers and demanded that the persons appointed 
to ministerial and other responsible posts be checked by 
the ‘Mekhk kkhel ’ before approval by the parliament. 
When the president and parliament of the ChR ignored 
this demand, the “Mekhk kkhel” refused to recognize 
the legality of the formation of the ChR Cabinet of 
Ministers. 


The chairman of the “Mekhk kkhel”’ 1s S.-A. Adizov. 


The “Mekhk kkhel” 1s engaged in studying conflicts 
between citizens and rural communities of the ChR 
which arise above all from the distribution of parcels of 
land, resolves problems of interethnic relations, and 
holds office hours for citizens on personal matters. 


Organs of Local Self-Government of the ChR 


The representative organs of local self-government are 
local (city and rural) Assemblies of Representatives, 
which are elected by equal and secret ballot for a term of 
4 years. Depending on the size of the populated point, 
the number of deputies of the Assembly of Representa- 
tives fluctuates from 5 to 2! people. The Assembly of 
Representatives approves the budget and plans of socio- 
economic development of subordinate terntones, sets 
the conditions for siting enterprises, determines the rules 
for using natural resources, issues decisions on halting 








construction or operation of objects, determines the 
procedures for granting and confiscating parcels of land, 
and the like. 


The head of administration of the city (“galiynda’’) or 
village (““yurtda™), who is elected by all the residents of 
the city or village for a term of 4 years, heads the 
¢ ecutive organs of local self-government. In small set. 
tlements where the number of residents is no more than 
50,000 people, the head of local administration is the 
chairman of the Assembly of Representatives. 


The organ of government in the city and the village is the 
local administration, which is formed by the head of 
administration and ratified by the Assembly of Repre- 
sentatives. The local administration is subordinate to the 
local Assembly of Representatives as well as to the 
parliament and the president of the ChR. 


Armed Forces of the ChR 


The armed forces of the ChR include the national guard, 
the border-customs service, internal security troops, spe- 
cial forces troops, the labor service, and defense force 
reserves. The national guard of the executive committee 
of the National Congress of the Chechen People 
(NCChP), formed in August-September 1991, became 
the basis of the armed forces. 


The president of the ChR, D. Dudayev, is the supreme 
commander in chief of the armed forces of the ChR. On 
10 November 1991, in connection with the Russian 
leadership's attempt to introduce a state of emergency in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya, the Council of Defense of the ChR 
under the chairmanship of D. Dudayev was set up. 
Included in the Council of Defense were the minister of 
war, Yu. Soslambekov, the chief of staff of operational 
control of the armed forces, Lieutenant Colonel M. 
Merzhuyev, and the chairman of the parliamentary 
committee for defense and security, Lieutenant Colonel 
I. Sulemanov. The armed forces headquarters, subordi- 
nate directly to the ChR president, is being formed to 
manage the armed forces. 


Compulsory service for all male citizens of the ChR was 
introduced in accordance w''): the 24 December 199! 
Law on Defense (Protection) of the ChR. Young men 
aged 19 to 26 years of age are called up for regular duty 
for a term of 18 months, and for citizens with higher 
education—for a term of |2 months. A citizen who out 
of religious conviction doves not wish to serve in the 
armed forces must do labor service instead of regular 
duty. 


The following armed groupings are at the disposal of the 
Chechen leadership to carry out military missions: 


* the president's personal guard (about 30 men, 
according to other information— 50), 

* two special-purpose platoons with 50 men each (com- 
bined into a battalion under the command of Ruslan 
Shamayev). 

¢ detachments of the “Islamic Path” Party consisting of 
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a so-called Muslim regiment (about 200 men, subor- 
dinate to the leader of the party, Bislan Gantamirov), 

* a headquarters defense platoon of 50 men taken from 
the fighter regiment to protect the ex-president of 
Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, and his residence in 
Groznyy; 

* a border-customs service regiment under the com- 
mand of Vakha Turpulkhanov (by table of organiza- 
tion the regiment should have 1,200 men, but in 
reality its strength is no more than 300), 

* subunits of the Green Movement, so-called “green 
detachments” (size unknown), 

* quick-response forces of the Confederation of Moun- 
tain Peoples of the Caucasus (about 100-150 men, 
commanded by former Colonel of the Soviet Army 
Kashirov), 

* a special forces company of the ChR Ministry of 
Internal Affairs under the command of Senior Lieu- 
tenant Sergey Agapov (former civilian employee of 
the Riga OMON [black berets}), about 50 men 


These armed formations have periodically been part of 
the National Guard of the ChR. Subunits of the Nationa! 
Guard proper have more men than other armed group- 
ings (uniting about 10,000-15,000 men in their ranks) 
At the same time, however, soldiers of the National 
Guard are distinguished by low discipline and doubtful 
fighting effectiveness. 


In the armed forces the special-forces subunits, the 
president's guard, and, in part, the Muslim fighter reg- 
ment are distinguished by the highest level of training 
and discipline. These formations were the core of the 
armed forces of the Chechen “revolution.” In late 
August 1991 they seized the buildings of the ChIR 
Council of Ministers, television, and radio. In September 
the party and Soviet leadership of the Chechen-Ingush 
Republic was deposed with their help. In October the 
buildings of the republic KGB and Ministry of Interna! 
Affairs were stormed. Special-forces subunits and sub- 
units of the Muslim fighter regiment played the main 
role in the blockade of the Khankala airport, where 
planes with soldiers of the internal security troops of the 
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs came to carry out 
measures for the state of emergency (8-1! November 
1991). 


Along with Armenia, Azerbayan, and Georgia the 
Chechen Republic is a leader on the former USSR's 
terntory in terms of saturation with weapons. Secret 
channels have been arranged for obtaining light weapons 
in the countnes of the Near East. Production of auto- 
matic weapons with a local design similar to the Israel: 
Uzi has been set up in one of the plants of Groznyy. In 
December 1991 an agreement was concluded with the 
Dmiester Region Republic to supply batches of mfles in 
exchange for metal. 


The so-called First Squadron of the Chechen Republic 
Air Force has been created, it 1s made up of several 
sports and transport light planes of Czechoslovak and 
Soviet production 
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The military units of the former Soviet Army located on 
the territory of Chechen-Ingushetiya remain a major 
source for acquiring weapons. In the near future, after 
nationalizing this property, the ChR may also provide 
itself with heavy weapons—tanks and armored per- 
sonnel carners 


Armed groupings formed on clan principles began to 
appear in Chechnya after the victory of the revolution 
Certain influential business and political figures have 
also set up their own detachments 


Political Parties and Organizations 


Association of the Intelligentsia of the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic (Al) 


The Al is a professional, sociopolitical association of 
representatives of the national intelligentsia of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. The Al appeared in April 1991. An 
instructor of the Chechen-Ingush Pedagogical Institute, 
Khasmagomed Magomayev, headed it. The Association 
advocates democratic reforms, approval of an effective 
parliamentary system and multiparty pluralism, and the 
sovereignty of Chechen-Ingushetiya. The Al actively 
supported statements against the leadership of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet in August 1991. However, after the first 
secretary of the republic committee of the CPSU and 
chairman of the Chechen-Ingush Republic Supreme 
Soviet, Doku Zavgayev, resigned (15 September | 991) 
and the ChIR Supreme Soviet disbanded itself, the 
Association did not support the seizure of power by 
leaders of the executive committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People (NCChP). The Associ- 
ation of the Intelligentsia opposed holding elections of 
the president and parliament of the Chechen Republic 
on 27 October 1991 under the control of General D 
Dudayev's group. Moreover, the Al crnticized the actions 
of the new leadership of Chechnya focused on splitting 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. The leaders of the Association 
were the initiators of an alternative rally of democratic 
forces on Sheik Mansur Square in Octobcr-carly 
November 1991. After a state of emergency was deciared 
in Chechen-Ingushetiya by the authorities of the Russian 
Federation, the Al gave up the active struggle against 
General Dudayev's regime 


Today the Association of the Intelligentsia is one of the 
leading opposition organizations and enjoys influence 
among the Chechen intelligentsia. The Al 1s a collective 
member of the Movement for Democratic Reform of the 
ChiIR (MDR ChIR) 


It 1s not officially registered 


Association of Women Under the President of the 
Chechen Republic (AWPChR) 


This was created in November | 991 by the most active 
supporters of D. Dudayev, president of the Chechen 
Republic (ChR). During the attempt to introduce a state 
of emergency in Chechen-Ingushetiya on 8-10 November 


1991, members of the AWPCHhR created the “women's 
battalion’ within the national guard of Chechnya. Later 
the “women’s battalion” became an operations group for 
checking stores and trade bases. As a resull of inspection 
raids, the AWPCHhR activists expose cases of speculation, 
force hidden goods to be sold, and monitor trade 
workers. In its practical activity the AWPCHhR is guided 
by the ideas of social justice and equality The chairman 
of the Association is Marzhan Dombayeva 


The Association enjoys some influence among the mos! 
impoverished part of the rural population of the ChR 


It was officially registered on 31 January |99° 


The Association of Victims of Repression and 
Repressed Peoples of the ChIR (before July 
1991—the Chechen-Ingush Association of Victims 
of Political Repression) 


The Association was created on 6 November | 990 at the 
founding meeting in Groznyy. The president is a jour 
nalist, Candidate of Historical Sciences Bashkir Cha- 
khkiyev, who was also an active member of the Orga. 
nizing Committee To Restore the Statehood of 
Ingushetiya and the People’s Counci! of Ingushetiya 


The Association's main goal is to help rehabilitate the 
victims of political repression, to provide help to 
repressed persons, and to study and propagandize his 
torical knowledge of Stalinism and repressions of later 
years. In July 1991 it participated in conducting the First 
Congress of Repressed Peoples of the RSFSR in Moscow 
and became a collective member of the Confederation of 
Repressed Peoples of the RSFSR. Members of the Ass 

ciation headed by B. Chakhkiyev have prepared a 
number of articles in the republic press and television 
and radio programs on local television and radio 
devoted to exposing the crimes of the communist regime 
in Chechen-Ingushetiya. It 1s not officially registered 


The Vaynakh Democratic Party (VDP) 


This was created at a constitutional congress on 5 May 
1990 in Groznyy on the basis of the Chechen society 
“Bart” (“Consensus,” founded in the summer of | 989) 
It opposed the communist system of power and favored 
the parliamentary form of government. creation of a 
sovereign Chechen-Ingush Republic outside the RSFSR 
and the USSR, and national and religious rebirth At 
first 1t was national-<democratic in character Later the 
democratic principles were made secondary and the 
main goals became national sovereignty and the creation 
of an independent state 


The chairman of the VDP is wnter Z. Yandartiyey and 
members of the leadership are Yu Soslambdekoy. | 
Usmanov, M. Temishev, |. Arsamikov. 8 -Kh Abumus- 
lamov, M. Salekhov, and others The leaders of the VDP 
were among the organizers of the First Chechen Nationa! 
Congress and were members of the Presidium of the 
executive committee of the Nationa! ( ongress 
Chechen People (NCChP) and by the summme: 9 











were in leadership positions in the NCChP executive 
committee. The VDP became the main party of the 
radical-nationalist bloc of the National Movement of the 
Chechen People. On 9 March 1991 the Second Congress 
of the VDP was held in Groznyy. The Congress advo- 
cated absolute sovereignty of the Chechen-Ingush 
Repuoiic (ChIR) and withdrawal from the USSR and the 
RSFSR. The leaders of the VDP appealed to the popu- 
lation of Chechen-Ingushetiya to boycott the Union and 
Russian referendums. From the fall of 1990 through the 
summer of 1991 the VDP was the leading opposition 
party which opposed the party-Soviet leadership of the 
ChiR. The VDP played the role of the main political 
force, mass support, and ideological center of the exec- 
utive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People. The leaders of the VDP were the first in 
Groznyy to come out against the putsch of the GKChP 
[State Committee for the State of Emergency] of 19 
August 1991 on the square in front of the Council of 
Ministers. During the “Chechen revolution” (August- 
October 1991), the VDP was the political vanguard of 
the revolution and the reserve of leadership and ideolog- 
ical cadres 


The VDI actively participated in making preparations 
for and holding the elections of the president and parlia- 
ment of the Chechen Republic (ChR). The Vaynakh 
Democratic Party conference nominated the chairman 
of the NCChP executive committee, D. Dudayev, for the 
post of president of the ChR. After the elections of 27 
October 1991, representatives of the VDP held promi- 
nent positions in the parliament and in other structures 
of power of the Chechen Republic. 


The Third VDP Congress was held in Groznyy on °-8 
October 1991. At the Congress the results of the 
“Chechen revolution” were summarized and the task 
was posed of helping consolidate the sovereignty and 
independence of the ChR. Some of the delegates to the 
Congress expressed dissatisfaction with the cadre policy 
of the ChR president and certain appointments to the 
government. The Congress also adopted the decision 
that the VDP along with the Abkhaz Democratic Union 
and the Social-Democratic Party of Dagestan would 
create the Party of Independence of the Caucasus (PIC) 
and would perform the functions of a PIC branch in 
Chechnya 


Z. Yandarbiyev was re-elected chairman of the VDP, S. 
Yakhyayey was elected deputy chairman, and S. Gay- 
tayev was elected chairman of the control-auditing com- 
mussion 


The VDP remains the main political force of the con- 
temporary ChR, has the largest faction in the ChR 
parliament, and is represented in other structures of 
power (in local organs of power). 
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It is not officially registered. 


The Supreme Islamic Council of the ChR (SIC) 


This was created in September 1991 by the leaders of the 
Islamic clergy who supported General Dudayev's move- 
ment. The president of the SIC is Khadzhi Aslanbekov 
Mayyerbek. It advocates a stage-by-stage conversion of 
the Chechen Republic into an Islamic state. On the 
whole it supports the Dudayev government's course of 
independence, but in certain cases it criticizes the 


regime. 
It was officially registered on 27 November 1991. 


The Foreign Policy Association of the ChIR 
(FPA) 


This was founded on 29 June 1991 at a founding 
conference in Groznyy. Among the delegates were dep- 
uties of the Supreme Soviet of the Chechen-Ingush 
Republic, economic and party-Soviet leaders, and repre- 
sentatives of social organizations and the intelligentsia. 
The president of the FPA is Docent Abdula Bugayev, a 
member of the Presidium of the ChIR Supreme Soviet, 
the vice presidents are Professor Andarbek Yandarov, 
the secretary of the republic committee of the CPSU, and 
Docent Vakha Ilyasov, a former UNESCO employee. 
The main founders of the FPA were the former Supreme 
Soviet and Council of Ministers of the ChIR. It was 
created to develop Chechen-Ingushetiya’s international 
contacts, to ensure that the ChIR 1s properly represented 
in the international community, to promote foreign 
policy activity, to organize scientific and cultural coop- 
eration, to strengthen ties with Vaynakh people abroad, 
and the like. 


After the events of August-September 1991, it has done 
virtually nothing. The leaders of the FPA are in opposi- 
tion to the government of General D. Dudayev. 


It was officially registered on |! October 1991. 
‘Voshal’ (‘Brotherhood’) 


This 1s the historical-cultural society of the Ortskhoyevs 
(Karabulaks), one of the Vaynakh clans. It was founded 
at the end of 1990. The chairman of the “Voshal” society 
is M. Maziyev. The society's goal is to study its people's 
past, to revive customs, traditions, and rituals, and to 
revive the Ortskhoyevs as an independent ethnos of the 
Vaynakh people. The society's leaders believe that in 
terms of ethnic affiliation the Ortskhoyev clan is closer 
to the Ingush people 


The society enjoys some influence among Ortskhoyev 
Ingush. The activists of the “Voshal" society have pub- 
lished some materials on the history of the Ortskhoyevs. 


It is not officially registered. 
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Groznyy Social-Democratic Club 


It was created on 4 May 1990 in Groznyy. The club's 
chairman 1s the sociologist Ruslan Azimov and the vice 
chairman is an instructor at Chechen-Ingush State Univer- 
sity, Said-Emi Badayev. The club includes scientific 
workers, teachers, and VU/Z students. It numbers about 30 
people. The club's missions are to disseminate the ideas of 
social democracy, to promote a democratic society, and to 
normalize interethnic relations. The club 1s a collective 
member of the interregional Social-Democratic Associa- 
tion (SDA) and the Movement for Democratic Reform of 
the ChIR (MDR ChIR). The club has not been very active. 
The Social-Democratic Club in reality dissolved into the 
MDR ChIR in September 1991 


It is not officially registered. 


The ‘Gulam’ (‘Assembly’) Association, the 
Association ‘Gulam’ 


The sociopolitical organization “Gulam” was created in 
September 1991. It advocates the sovereignty of the 
Chechen Republic. However it does not reject the pos- 
sibility of good-neighbor relations with the Russian 
Federation 


The Association began vigorous political activity in 
January 1992. At that time the “Gulam” leaders called 
for Ingush to be evicted from the ChR and be fired from 
responsible posts. Moreover the representatives of the 
Association advocated conducting anti-Ingush opera- 
tions in alliance with extremist groups from North 
Ossetia. The president of the ChR, D. Dudayev, issued a 
condemnation of the “Gulam” Association's position 


At this time “Gulam” 1s in loyal opposition to the 
authorities and criticizes General Dudayev's regime for 
inconsistency in carrying out the reforms and for 
anarcny and nonprofessionalism. The “Gulam" Associ- 
ation unites a group of young activists who are trying to 
operate outside the framework of the established polit- 
ical structures. ““Gulam" enjoys prestige. A number of 
the Association's members are in subunits of the 
national guard. Recently ‘““Gulam's” influence has been 
markedly increasing. In the near future the Association 
may become one of the most influential political forces 
of Chechnya 


“Gulam”™ onents itself to the Council of Elders of the 
Chechen Republic (““Mekhk kkhel’’) and the Committee 
for Operational Management of the Economy. On 29 
January |992 the “Gulam” council issued a demand that 
the ChR parliament resign, the national guard be dis- 
banded, and a referendum be held on the need for the 
post of president in the republic. 


The chairman of the association is the writer Mustafa 
Edilbiyev. It was officially registered on 27 October 
199] 


‘Daymokkh’ (‘Motherland’), Moscow Society o. 
Chechen-Ingush Culture 


The “Daymokkh”™ society was founded in the spring of 
1990 and officially registered in the Moscow Soviet on 12 
June 1990. The chairman is Kyun Abdurakhmanovich 
Akayev. The chairman of the council of elders is Kh 
Arsamakov. Members of the governing board are Shanp 
Yusupov, the deputy editor of the journal VEK XX I MIR, 
Mokhadi Israilov, and others. The proclaimed goal is to 
provide assistance to students from Chechen-Ingushetiya 
who are studying in Moscow and to be responsible for 
preserving the culture and language A dance collective 
under the leadership of S_ [bragimoy, two Sunday schools 
to study the Chechen-Ingush language, and courses to 
study Arabic and a number of European languages operate 
under the aegis of the “Daymokkh” society 


More than likely the “Daymokkh” society will become 
the cadre base which the Chechen Republic will use to 
try to create its Own permanent representative office in 
Moscow. Beginning in the fall of 1991, that is, the start of 
the “Chechen revolution,” and up to the present time, 
the society's activists have in fact been performing 
certain duties of a permanent representative office to the 
extent that they can. Sharip Yusupov is the unofficial 
acting representative 


The Movement for Democratic Reform of the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic (MDR ChIR) 


The MDR is a mass sociopolitical movement which 
unites supporters of democratic reformism. The MDR 
organizing committee announced itself on 17 July 1991. 
Its founding conference was held on !6 September 1991. 
The Movement was officially registered in December 
1991. The Association of the Intelligentsia of the ChIR 
(Al ChIR), the Sheik Mansur Society, the Organizing 
Committee To Restore the Statehood of Ingushetiya, the 
Chechen-Ingush Association of Social Scientists, the 
Groznyy Social-Democratic Club, and a number of 
republic committees of sectorial trade unions became 
collective founding members of the MDR. The chairman 
of the MDR 1s the general director of the Grozneftekhim 
[Groznyy Petroleum-Chemical] Scientific Production 
Association, Salambek Khadzhiyev (a former USSR 
minister), the cochairman is Professor Zhabiail 
Gakayev, and the secretarnes are the chairman of the 
Association of Intelligentsia of the ChIR, Khasmagomed 
Magomayev, the chairman of the republic committee of 
the trade union of workers in science and education 
Khizir Gerzeliyev, a docent of the Groznyy Petroleum 
Institute, Yevgeniy Sarmatin, and the director of the 
Chechen-Ingush Museum of Fine Arts, Bek Abadiyev 


The MDR advocates conducting democratic reforms, 
providing social protection of citizens, and harmonizing 
interethnic relations and is against dividing the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic. The MDR supports the idea 
of the sovereignty of the ChIR. at the same time rejecting 
a course toward autarky (sel!-:solation) 


In August-September |199! the MDR actively supported 
the mass demonstrations against the party-Soviet lead- 
ership of the ChIR. After D. Zavgayev resigned and the 








republic's Supreme Soviet disbanded itself, the Move- 
ment demanded that democratic elections be held with 
the participation of all political forces of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. In the fall of 1991 (mid-Septe: ver-carly 
November), the MDR leadership came out against the 
aspiration of the executive committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People to seize power unilater- 
ally. After the Russian Federation leadership's unsuc- 
cessful attempt to introduce a state of emergency in the 
ChIR, the MDR had to abandon the active struggle 
against General Dudayev's regime 


Al present the MDR is one of the leading organizations 
of democratic opposition in the Chechen Republic 


It was officially registered on 24 December | 99) 


The Movement has a great deal of influence in Groznyy 
and among the intelligentsia and some of the Russian- 
speaking population as well as in a number of rural 
rayons of Chechnya. It is not represented in the ChR 
parliament 


The ‘Daymokkh’ (‘Fatherland’) Movement of the 
City of Groznyy 


This is a sociopolitical movement created in late Feb- 
ruary 1992 by a number of former activists of the 
executive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People (NCChP) who disagree with the polit- 
ical course of General Dudayev's government. A Coor- 
dinating Council composed of |7 people heads the 
Movement. The chairman is the former people's deputy 
of the ChIR and one of the leaders of the Vaynakh 
Democratic Party (VDP), Lema Usmanoy 


The main goal is to form a “government of public trust” 
able to defend the republic's independence by demo- 
cratic, civilized methods. The “Daymokkh" Movement 
demands that a referendum be held on the status of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya and on the form of its statehood 
The Movement's leaders assert that they are the “con- 
structive opposition” to Dudayev's government 


It was officially registered on 26 February | 992 


The Movement of Youth for the Nationa! Rebirth 
of the ChR 


This was formed on 16 September 1991 at a founding 
assembly in Groznyy. It played the role of “youth circle” 
of the executive committee of the National Congress of 
the Chechen People (NCChP) and joined the National 
Movement of the Chechen People (NMChP) bloc. The 
chairman of the organizing committee is history student 
D. Umarov. The aktiv consists of 10-15 people, for the 
most part students. The goal is to unite ChR youth aged 
15 to 32 to support the process of renewal. It advocates 
stronger Islamic values and the rebirth of the cultures of 
all people living on ChR territory 


FBIS-USR-92-144 
20 October 1992 


lt has not yet taken an active part in the political 
struggle. It is in the stage of forming organizational 
structures 


lt was officially registered on 4 November 1991 


The Movement To Preserve Chechen-Ingushetiya 
(MPChI) 


This is @ sociopolitical organization. It appeared in late 
October 1991 during the rallies of the democratic oppo- 
sition on Sheik Mansur Square in the city of Groznyy. Its 
main goals are to preserve the unity of Chechen- 
ingushetiya and to hold elections to the ChIR Supreme 
Soviet on the basis of equal participation of all parties 
and groups. It opposed the seizure of power by leaders of 
the executive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People (NCChP) and the division of the ChiR 
into Chechnya and Ingushetiya. The MPChI supported 
the demand of the Provisional High Council of the ChIR 
(PHC ChIR) that power be transferred to it before the 
elections of the ChIR Supreme Soviet and actively 
participated in the boycott of elections of the president 
and parliament of the ChR on 27 October 1991. The 
chairman of the MPChI is the authoritative religious 
figure Ilyas-Khadzhi Arsanov and the secretary is the 
writer Vakhid Itayev. Representatives of the Provisional 
High Council of the ChIR, the Movement for Demo- 
cratic Reform of the ChIR (MDR ChIR), the Association 
of the Intelligentsia of the ChIR (Al ChIR), the Sheik 
Mansur Society, and others participated in the founding 
of the MPChI. In late October-early November 1991 the 
MPChI was the main center of opposition to General 
Dudayev's group. The Movement's leaders headed the 
protest rally on Sheik Mansur Square. After the Russian 
leadership's attempt to introduce a state of emergency in 
the ChIR on 8-10 November 1991, the MPChI stopped 
active demonstrations against General Dudayev's 
regime and the protest rally was ended. 


At present the MPChI is gradually losing influence 
because of the lack of a precise organizational form. The 
MPCHI leaders are respected in certain rural rayons of 
Chechnya and Ingushetiya as well as among the intelli. 
gentsia 


It 1s not officially registered. 


In February | 992 information appeared that the “Coor- 
dinating Committee To Restore the Constitutiona) 
Order in the Chechen-Ingush Republic’ headed by 
Vakhid ltayev was being created on the basis of the 
MPChI 


On 31 March 1992 the Coordinating Committee orga- 
nized an armed mutiny against D. Dudayev's regime 
That morning armed detachments numbering up to | 50 
men seized the television and radio stations and 
demanded Dudayev's immediate resignation. A rally of 
1,500 people was held on the square in front of the 
government building in support of that statement. The 
authorities were taken by surprise. By about noon the 
mutineers had the opportunity to arrest Dudayev and his 
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circle, since at that time the authorities did not have 
sufficient forces to defend the residence of the head of 
the Chechen Republic. A short time later, — advan- 
tage of the indecisiveness of the mutineers, Dudayev 
moved up armed formations loyal to him and suppressed 
the mutiny, The television and radio buildings were 
taken by storm with the support of armored personnel 
carners and infantry combat vehicles. The organizers 
and participants in the demonstration left Groznyy and 
hid in Nadterechnyy Rayon. Earlier the head of admin- 
istration of this rayon, Omar Avturkhanov, had repeat- 
edly declared that he would not be subordinate to D. 
Dudayev. According to unofficial data, most of the 
mutineers were from Nadterechnyy, Shalinskiy, 
Achkhoy-Martanovskiy, Sunzhenskiy, and Groznenskiy 
rayons. D. Dudayev declared a search for the organizers 
of the mutiny: Abdula Bugayev, Abdula Khazuyev, Lom- 
Ali Khatsiyev, and certain others. These persons were 
past members of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the Chl ASSR. Vakhid Itayev and certain other leaders 
of the Coordinating Committee stayed in the shadows 
during the mutiny. 


(See the Union for Protection of Citizens of the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic). 


The Movement for Civic Consensus (MCC) 


The MCC was created in late 1990 in Groznyy. The 
cochairmen of the Movement are the chairman of the 
Teachers’ Union of the ChIR, Sultan Dutayev, and a 
people's deputy of the ChIR, Yuriy Chernyy. The Move- 
ment supports democratic reforms and the harmoniza- 
tion of interethnic relations. In early 1991 the leaders of 
the MCC tried to head the opposition to the ChiR 
Supreme Soviet. In order to unite the opposition parties 
and movements the MCC held several round table 
meetings of ChIR sociopolitical organizations. In August 
1991 the MCC supported the mass demonstrations 
against the party-Soviet leadership, but after the first 
secretary of the republic committee of the CPSU and 
chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the Chechen-Ingush 
Republic, Doku Zavgayev, resigned (15 September 
1991) and the ChIR Supreme Soviet disbanded itself, the 
Movement's leadership opposed the seizure of power by 
the executive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People. At the MCC's irlitiative, meetings were 
held in October 1991 between representatives of the 
Provisional High Council of the ChIR, the democratic 
opposition, and supporters of General D. Dudayev's 
group. These meetings did not result in agreement 
among the opposing forces. 


At the present time the Movement for Civic Consensus 
has lost influence and does not play a significant role in 
the political life of the Chechen Republic. It is not 
officially registered. 


‘Dosh’ (‘Word’) 


This is a sociopolitical and cultural-educational society. 
It was created in the spring of 1990 at the initiative of the 


secretary of the Chechen-Ingush Republic Committee of 
the CPSU, Professor Andarbek Yandarov, as an associ- 
ation of the most respected representatives of the 
Chechen and Ingush intelligentsia who support liberal 
reforms in Chechen-Ingushetiya. The chairman of the 
“Dosh” society is Candidate of Philological Sciences 
Yakub Vagapov, an instructor at Chechen-Ingush State 
University. During 1990 the “Dosh" society tned to 
unite all the republic's reformist forces. The leaders of 
the “Dosh” society at first took active part in making 
preparations for and conducting the First Congress of 
the Chechen People but later withdrew from political 
activity, With the start of the demonstrations against the 
leadership of the ChIR Supreme Soviet in August 1991, 
the “Dosh” society supported the demand of the execu- 
tive committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People (NCChP). After D. Zavgayey resigned on 15 
September 1991 and the ChIR Supreme Soviet dis 
banded itself, the “Dosh” society did not participate in 
the actions by the NCChP executive committee to seize 


power 


“Dosh” enjoys substantial authority among the Chechen 
intelligentsia but does not take an active part in political 
life and is not represented in pariiameni or in other 
organs of power of the ChR. It is not officially registered. 


The Green Movement of Chechen-Ingushetiya 
(GMChlI) 


The Green Movement was formed spontaneously during 
the rallies by thousands of people in the spring of 1988 
(in Groznyy and Gudermes) directed against construc- 
tion of the Gudermes Biochemical Plant (BCP). At first 
the Movement could not get registered in the republic. 
But its activists managed to secure support in Moscow 
and thanks to that the GMChI was registered as a 
regional branch of the All-Union Green Movement in 
1989. The present chairman of the Russian Television 
and Radio Company, Oleg Poptsov, provided substan- 
tial help in this regard 


A candidate of physical-mathematical sciences and 
docent, Ramzan Goytemirov, was elected chairman of 
the GMChI. Members of the leadership are Ruslan 
Ezbulatov, Dadash Aliyev, Magomed Arsanukayev, and 
Maryam. Vakhidova. The basic missions (formulated in 
1989-1990) are protecting nature, preventing ecological 
disasters, helping develop health care, and fighting 
against the predatory exploitation of the natural wealth 
of Chechen-Ingushetiya. In 1990 the Green Movement 
of Chechen-Ingushetiya took an active part in political 
and ecological actions held under the slogan “The Cavu- 
casus—Our Common Home.” The Greens of Georgia 
were the initiators of the joint actions of the ecological 
organizations of the Caucasus and the Transcaucasus. It 
is interesting that the Greens organizations of Armenia 
and Azerbaijan took part in these measures. The so- 
called Caucasus Ecological Council was created. In 1 990- 
1991 the pc.ticization of the Greens in Chechen- 
Ingushetiya and the Trancaucasian Republics took place. 
Ecological tasks became secondary. For the m ost part 
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because of this the Caucasus Ecological Council has been 
unable to realize its potential. 


in December 1990 the Greens of Chechen-Ingushetiya 
joined the coalition of the National Movement of the 
Chechen People (NMChP), The GMChI joined the mod- 
erate wing of the radical-nationalist bloc. In August- 
September 1991 the Green Movement became one of the 
main political forces opposing the GKChP and the 
party-Soviet leadership of the ChIR. Fighting formations 
of the GMChI, the so-<alled “green detachments,” 
became part of the national guard of the executive 
committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People (NCChP). 


After the ChIR Supreme Soviet disbanded itself on 15 
September 1991, the leaders of the Greens opposed the 
escalation of force on the part of the NCChP executive 
committee. The “green detachments” were withdrawn 
from the ranks of the national guard and the chairman of 
the GMChI, R. Goytemirov, withdrew from the Pre- 
sidium of the NCChP executive committee. After the 
ukase of the president of Russia declaring a state of 
emergency in Chechen-Ingushetiya (8 November), the 
contradictions between the NCChP leadership and the 
GMChI were smoothed over. 


At the present time the Green Movement remains one of 
the leading political forces of the ChR. Representatives 
of the Greens have become members of parliament and 
other organs of power of the ChR. Ramzan Goytemirov 
was appointed an advisor to President D. Dudayev. The 
commander of the “green detachments” of the GMChI, 
I. Akhyadov, became one of the directors of the ChR 
customs service. The Green Movement numbers about 
5,000 people, for the most part representatives of the 
indigenous population. After R. Goytemirov left for D. 
Dudayev's apparat, the duties of chairman of the Move- 
ment were given to Magomed Arsanukayev. 


‘Iima’ (“Science’}—The Association of Scientists 
Ingushetiya, the ‘Iima’ Association 


This 1s a research-education and socipolitical society. It 
was founded in May 1990 at Chechen-Ingush State 
University (ChISU). The chairman of the Association's 
council is ChISU Professor M. Tochiyev and members of 
the council are Professor |. Tankiyev, Professor A. 
Kurkiyev, Professor M. Muzhukhoyev, Professor M. 
Keligov, the prorector of the Chechen-Ingush State Ped- 
agogical Institute (ChISPI), T. Mutaliyev, Candidate of 
Historical Sciences D. Chakhkiyev, and others. 


The Association enjoys great influence among the Ingush 
intelligentsia and plays a prominent role in Ingushetiya’s 
sociopolitical life. The “Tima” Association was the initi- 
ator of a round table of all the Ingush sociopolitical 
movements and parties. It actively supports uniting all 
organizations and trends of the Ingush national- 
democratic movement. It was officially registered on 22 
May 1991. 
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The Executive Committee of All Levels of 
Deputies of Ingushetiya (ECDI) 


This is a sociopolitical organization of Ingushetiya. The 
executive committee was formed on 27 March 1991 at 
the “Extraordinary Congress of All Levels of People's 
Deputies of Ingushetiya’ in Nazran. The Congress was 
held at the initiative of the supporters of the “Niyskho” 
Party. The ECDI took final shape in August-September 
1991 afler mass demonstrations had started in Groznyy. 
The chairman of the ECDI is the head of the “Niyskho” 
Party, People’s Deputy of the ChiR Isa Kodzoyev, and 
the members of the leadership are People's Deputy of the 
USSR Khamzat Fargiyey, the teacher Mukhlid 
Gazdiyev, and others. The ECDI is under the complete 
control of the leaders of the “Niyskho" Party and advo- 
cates the formation of a sovereign Ingush Republic. The 
ECDI enjoys substanual influence in rural rayons of 
Ingushetiya. Its maintains close contacts with D. 
Dudayev's government in Chechnya and the ex- 
president of Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia 


The Islamic Party of Rebirth (The Branch of the 
Islamic Party of Rebirth in Chechen-Ingushetiya) 


This was founded in December 1990 at the founding 
congress in Groznyy as a branch of the all-Unmion Islamic 
Party of Rebirth (IPR). The rais (chairman) of the IPR 
(the branch in the ChIR) is Adam Deniyev. The goals are 
to spread Islam, to strengthen the faith, to firmly instill 
Muslim canons and principles, and to establish a state- 
political system oriented to the principles of Islam. Even 
up to the summer of 199! the IPR was the main 
fundamentalist party in Chechen-Ingushetiya. It was a 
collective member of the National Movement of the 
Chechen People (NMChP) and enjoyed great influence. 
After the events of August-October 1991. it withdrew 
into the background and did not take active part in the 
political struggle in parliamentary clections 


It is not officially registered. 


‘Islamic Path,’ the ‘Islamic Path’ Party 


The party appeared in the spring of |990. Its eventual 
goal is to create an Islamic republic in Chechnya. It 
favors establishing Islamic control over legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial power. It is a religious-political orga- 
nization which adheres to the norms of the Shariat 
combined with the Adat (the Adat is the body of laws of 
the ordinary, that is, civil and traditional, law and the 
Shariat is the body of norms of Muslim religious law). 
There is strict discipline and fairly captious selection of 
members in the organization. They follow a rule whereby 
the party leadership and its members determine the 
norms of honor and justice for themselves. According to 
the rolls the party officially numbered | 800 people in 
December 1991. Bislan Gantamirov, a well-known 
entrepreneur in Chechnya who at the same time is the 
mayor of the city of Groznyy, heads the party. The party 
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includes a number of Chechnya entrepreneurs who con- 
sider it necessary to use the party to protect their 
business interests on any territory regardless of borders. 


The party was one of the first to join the National 
Movement of the Chechen People (NMChP) and then 
the National Congress of the Chechen People (NCChP). 
Along with the Vaynakh Democratic Party (VDP) and 
the Green Movement the “Islamic Path” Party occupies 
a leading position in these structures The party has its 
own armed formations which played a aighly significant 
role in the “Chechen revolution.’ Among other things, 
the party's armed detachments participated in opera- 
tions to seize the KGB and Ministry of Internal Affairs 
buildings in Groznyy. During the days of the state of 
emergency which the RSFSR Supreme Soviet declared in 
Chechnya on 8 November and rescinded on 11 
November 1991, party soldiers blockaded 640 special 
forces sent from Russia at the military airport in 
Khankala (near Groznyy). During those days the leader 
of the “Islamic Path" Party, B. Gantamirov, headed the 
Committee for Defense of the ChR. Plans for the above- 
mentioned operations were formulated with his direct 
participation. 


In December 1991 the leadership hatched a scheme to 
use the party as a base to create a branch of the 
international Islamic organization “Muslim Brother- 
hood.” (This is an extremist organization which exists 
underground in virtually all Near East countries. It is 
distinguished by the fact that it recognizes all methods of 
struggle, including terror. Many terrorist acts, including 
the murder of Egyptian President A. Sadat in 1979, are 
attributed to it.) Consideration was given to an alterna- 
tive where the Chechen organization would change to 
illegal status. The primary motive was to create more 
favorable conditions for the struggle against the threat 
from the north. But according to information received in 
January 1992, the “Islamic Path" Party has not yet been 
transformed into a “Muslim Brotherhood” organization. 
Such a possibility is not ruled out in the future. 


The “Islamic Path” has close ties with related Islamic 
organizations in the Near East. 


The Executive Committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People (The Executive 
Committee of the NCChP) 


The executive committee of the NCChP (initially named 
“executive committee of the Chechen National Con- 
gress” [ChNC]) was created by the First Chechen 
National Congress held on 23-26 November 1990 in 
Groznyy to execute the Congress’s decisions on the 
sovereignty of the Chechen Republic, to restore history, 
language, and culture, and so on. On | December 1990 
the first organizing meeting of the executive committee 
elected a chairman. He was Major General of Aviation 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who at that time occupied the post 
of chief of the military garrison in the city of Tartu (the 
Republic of Estonia). People’s Deputy of the ChIR Lechi 
Umkhayev was elected first deputy chairman. He was 
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the chairman of the organizing committee for convening 
the First Chechen National Congress. The following men 
became deputy chairmen of the ChNC: Zelimkhan Yan- 
darbiyev, the chairman of the Vaynakh Democratic 
Party (VDP), and Yusup Soslambekov, a member of the 
VDP Council. Members of the Presidium of the execu- 
tive committee of the ChNC, first convocation, were the 
chairmen of the commissions, Lema Usmanov (VDP), 
Dadash Aliyev (Green Movement), Khusayn Akhma- 
dov, Said-Khasan Abumuslimov (VDP), and Abu 
Gerikhanov, and others. The writer Musa Akhmadoy 
was clected chairman of the National Culture Fund. 


At the suggestion of the Chechen National Congress, on 
26 November 1990 the session of the Chl ASSR 
Supreme Soviet adopted the “Declaration on State Sov- 
ereignty of the Chechen-Ingush Republic.” In late | 990- 
early 1991 the ChIR authorities and the ChNC executive 
committee, which L. Umkhayev in practice directed at 
that time, on the whole constructively cooperated on the 
program for realizing the idea of the state sovereignty of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. | he situation changed after Major 
General D. Dudayev retired in March 1991 and person- 
ally headed the executive committee of the ChNC. He 
proceeded from the idea that the executive committee of 
the ChNC, as a representative of the interests of the 
Chechen people, had the right to exert pressure on the 
ChIR Supreme Soviet. In turn the head of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet, D. Zavgayev, refused to deal with the 
ChNC executive committee as equal partners. This 
served as the reason for the conflict between the leaders 
of the ChIR Supreme Soviet and the ChNC executive 
committee. The personal disagreements were aggravated 
by opposite understandings of sovereignty: D. Zavgayev 
favored the Chechen-Ingush Republic being part of 
Russia, but the ChNC adhered to the course of full 
independence and withdrawal from the RSFSR 


Relations between the sides got worse. In May D 
Dudayev made an announcement that the ChiR 
Supreme Soviet had not justified the people's trust and 
should disband itself. Moreover, he stated that in the 
transition period the ChNC executive committee would 
take power in its own hands in Chechnya. A group of 
members of the executive committee headed by the 
deputy chairman L. Umkhayev came out against such a 
radical political course. They published the so-called 
“Statement of 16." L. Umkhayev, G. Elmurzayev, Zh 
Gakayev, Yu. Elmurzayev, A. Bisultanov, and others 
signed it. 


On 8-9 June the delegates of the First Chechen National 
Congress assembled at D. Dudayev's initiative, they 
declared themselves the National Congress of the 
Chechen People (NCChP) and called this meeting the 
second session of the NCChP. At the session the sover- 
eign Chechen Republic ‘“‘Nokhchi-cho” was proclaimed 
and the leaders of the Chechen-Ingush Republic 
Supreme Soviet were declared “usurpers.”’ D. Dudayev 
remained the chairman of the executive committee, Yu 
Soslambekov became his first deputy, and Z. Yandar- 
biyev and Kh. Akhmadov became deputies. L 
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Usmanov, M. Udugov, M. Temishev, R. Roytemirov, | 
Arsamikov, S. Kh. Abumuslimov, and others, for the 
most part supporters of the VDP and the parties of the 
National Movement of the Chechen People (NMChP) 
bloc, became members of the Presidium of the NCChP 
executive committee. During May-August 1991 the 
NCChP executive committee did not have real power, 
but it was in fact the center of nonparliamentary radical! 
Opposition opposing the party-Soviet elite of the ChIR. 


On 5 August a representative of the NCChP executive 
committee, §.-E. Ibragimov, took part in the work of the 
session of the Organization of Nonrepresented Peoples 
[ONP] in Gaaga. At the NCChP executive committee's 
instructior he formalized the joining of the NCChP in 
the ONP as a representative organ of the Chechen 


people. 


During the days of the GKChP putsch on 19-21 August, 
the NCChP executive committee became the center 
around which the forces which did not support the coup 
consolidated themselves. On 22 August the formation of 
the national guard began. It was headed by I. 
Arsanukayev, I. Suleymanov, and B. Gantamirov. After 
the putsch in Moscow was put down, the NCChP exec- 
utive committee headed the movement against the 
party-Soviet elite of the Chechen-Ingush Republic, 
which was later named the “Chechen revolution” 
(August-October 1991). Under pressure of the NCChP 
executive committee, on 15 September the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet disbanded itself. And in early October 
the executive committee declared the dissolution of the 
ChIR Provisional High Council (ChIR PHC) and took 
power into its own hands. Then it organized elections of 
the parliament and president of the Chechen Republic 
(ChR). During this stage a number of democratic and 
national-democratic organizations withdrew from the 
alliance with the NCChP executive committee and came 
Out against the usurpation of power by its representa- 
tives. After the election of the president and parliament 
of the ChR on 27 October 1991, the significance of the 
NCChP executive committee as the organizational basis 
of the movement of radical nationalists of Checnnya 
gradually declined, and since the failed attempt to intro- 
duce a state of emergency in the ChIR on 8-10 
November 1991 it has been virtually nil. However, the 
NCChP executive committee stil] maintains substa °tial 
political-ideological influence. 


After the “revolution” the leaders of the NCChP execu- 
live committee took prominent posts in the structures of 
power. 


the chairman of the NCChP executive committee, D. 
Dudayev, is now the president of the ChR; 


the deputy chairman of the NCChP executive com- 
mittee, Kh. Akhmatov, is the chairman of the ChR 
parliament, 


the deputy chairman of the NCChP executive com- 
mittee, Yu. Soslambekov, is the chairman of the 
parliament of the Confederation of Mountain Peoples 
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of the Caucasus and chairman of the ChR parliamen- 
tary commission on international affairs; 


the chairman of the Legal Committee of the NCChP 
executive committee, B. Mezhidov, is the first deputy 
chairman of the ChR parliament; 


the chairman of the Information Committee of the 
NCChP executive committee, M. Udugov, is the ChR 
minister of information and the press, 


the chairman of the Committee for Defense of the 
NCChP executive committee, B. Gantamirov, is the 
mayor of the city of Groznyy; 


a member of the Presidium of the NCChP executive 
committee, R. Goytemirov, is the first advisor to the 
president of the ChR; 


a member of the Presidium of the NCChP executive 
committee, E. Sheripova, is the general procurator of 
the ChR, and so on. 


Since mid-January 1992 serious disagreements caused 
by some leaders’ dissatisfaction with D. Dudayev's pol- 
icies have appeared in the NCChP executive committee 
leadership. The first deputy chairman of the NCChP 
executive committee, Yusup Soslambekov, and the chief 
ideologist of the NCChP, Musa Temishev, have sharply 
criticized the actions of Dudayev's government, a group 
of prominent members of the NCChP executive com- 
mittee headed by Chingiz Zubayrayev demanded that a 
fourth session of the NCChP be convened where they 
proposed that the report of the ChR president should be 
heard and a solution to the domestic policy crisis out- 
lined. Under pressure of the “internal opposition,” the 
Presidium of the NCChP executive committee set the 
fourth session of the Congress for 14 March 1992 


‘Caucasus,’ the ‘Caucasus’ Scientific Society 


The “Caucasus” Scientific Society appeared in 1988 as a 
historical-philological, educational, and debate club 
under the obkom of the All-Union Komsomol. The 
society was one of the first informal organizations in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. “Caucasus” advocated the rebirth 
of the history, culture, and language of the Chechens and 
Ingush. It had a significant role in refuting the concept of 
the “voluntary inclusion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in 
Russia," which was imposed on historians from above. 
Salman Dzhamirzayev, Bek Mezhidov, Said 
Nankhadzhayev, and Lema Usmanov headed the “Cau- 
casus” club. 


In 1989 the club became an independent scientific 
society. B. Mezhidov became the chairman. In | 988- 
1990 “Caucasus” held regular discussions on the most 
pressing issues of the history and culture of both the 
Chechens and the Ingush. In late 1990 the club changed 
into a sociopolitical group and joined the National 
Movement of the Chechen People (NMChP) bloc 
During the “Chechen revolution” (August-October 
1991), “Caucasus” supported the executive committee 








FBIS-USR-92-135 
20 October 199? 


of the National Congress of the Chechen People 
(NCChP) and took an active part in conducting the 
elections of the president and parliament of the Chechen 
Republic (ChR). 


The club's chairman, Bek Mezhidov, was chairman of 
the Legal Committee of the NCChP executive com- 
mittee, but after the elections to the ChR parliament in 
October 1991 he took the post of deputy chairman of the 
ChR parliament. A number of other members of the club 
also became members of the parliament and other struc- 
tures of power of the ChR. The leaders of the “Cauca- 
sus" club enjoy prestige among some of the intelligentsia 
of the Chechen Republic. 


It is not officially registered. 


Coordinating Council of the Ingush People (CCIP) 


A sociopolitical organization, it unites within its ranks 
the leaders of national organizations, managers of rayon 
organs of power, and representatives of the Ingush 
intelligentsia, the elders, and religious authorities. The 
Coordinating Council began to be formed in mid- 
January |992 after the parliament of the Chechen 
Republic (ChR) made the decision to include Sunzhen- 
skiy Rayon within the ChR. The Coordinating Council 
of the Ingush People sees its mission as uniting all Ingush 
organizations, organs of power, and prominent public 
figures to consolidate actions to restore Ingushetiya's 
statehood. Before the elections of the lawful organs of 
power of Ingushetiya, the CCIP was declared the provi- 
sional organ of government of Ingushetiya for the tran- 
sition period. The cochairmen of the CCIP are Professor 
Beksultan Seynaroyev and Isa Kodzoyev A large group 
of military men, Ingush in nationality, joined the CCIP 
generals R. Aushev, S. Oskanov, M. Sultanov, and M 
Tsegoyev and colonels Yu. Temirkhanov, R. Pliyev, V 
Tankiyev, and B. Aushev. The deputy chairman of the 
CCIP is Colonel Yu. Temirkhanov 


There are 3! people in the Coordinating Council. On 30 
January |992 the Coordinating Council of the Ingush 
People appealed to the president and parliament of the 
Chechen Republic and demanded that the terntonal 
claims against the Ingush People cease and that no 
actions which would promote confrontation and 
estrangement between the Ingush and the Chechens be 
taken. 


Committee of the Social Movement in Defense of 
Iraq (CSMDI) (Another Name—the ‘Hands Off 
* Committee) 


The Committee arose during the rallies in support of 
Iraq which assembled in Groznyy in December | 990 
The CSMDI headed the mass demonstrations in Janu- 
ary-February 1991. it conducted rallies and demonstra- 
uuons and organized collection of capital and medicines 
and registration of volunteers who wanted to go to Iraq's 
aid. Demonstrations were held on behalf of the “25,000 
Volunteers.” The chairman of CSMDI is Abdul Aliyev 


is 


The Vaynakh Democratic Party, the “Islamic Path" 
Party, the Green Movement of Chechen-Ingushetiya, 
and other parties and groups supported the CSMDI 
actions. A. Aliyev tried to set up the Organizing Com- 
mittee of the Party in Defense of Islam on the basis of the 
CSMDI. A substantial amount of money and a large 
quantity of medicines were gathered as a result of the 
CSMDI actions. After unsuccessful atiempts to forward 
what had been gathered to Iraq, in August 1991 A 
Aliyev handed the medicines and capital over for the 
needs of the executive committee of the National Con- 
gress of the Chechen People (NCChP). CSMDI activists 
took an active part in the “Chechen revolution” (August- 
October 1991) and enjoy some influence in the new 
structures of power 


The Cossacks 
The Sunzhenskiy Department of the Terek Cossacks 


This was created on 5 May 1990 at a meeting of the 
Cossack aktiv of Sunzhenskiy Rayon (the “Cossack 
Assembly of the Sunzha Line’) and was formed on the 
basis of the Provisional Organizing Committee, the 
“Cossack Sunzha,” which had appeared earlier. The 
basic missions of the Sunzhenskiy Department are to 
awaken the self-consciousness of the Sunzha Cossacks, to 
consolidate the Cossacks within the framework of an ad 
hoc social organization, and to revive the Sunzha Cos- 
sack Autonomous Okrug within the RSFSR. Aleksandr 
Podkolzin was elected ataman, S. Cherkashinov was 
elected deputy ataman, and D. V. Ivanov was elected 
“khorunzhiy” [standard-bearer], The Sunzhenskiy 
Department (SD) issued a number of appeals, including 
one “To the Sunzha Cossacks and Their Descendants,” 
to the Chechen and Ingush peoples, to the president of 
the USSR, and others. After the murder of Ataman A. | 
Podkolzin and the clash between the Cossacks and the 
Ingush on 28 Apri 1991 in the Cossack village of 
Troitskaya, the “Committee To Save the Sunzha Cos- 
sacks" was formed. The Department demanded that a 
state of emergency be declared and special forces be 
deployed in Sunzhenskiy Rayon. It is part of the 
Viadikavkaz Great Assembly of the Terek Cossacks on 
federative principles 


The Naurskiy Department of the Terek Cossacks 


This was created on 20 October 1990 at the founding 
assembly by representatives of the village Cossack com- 
munities organized earlier The ataman is Andrey 
Luganskiy, the deputy atamans are N. Dudkin and G 
Belyaykin, the paymaster is S. Alferov, and the clerk 1s L 
Khmara. Also organized was an “honor court” which 
included the village atamans G. Petrov, A. Gladilin, V 
Doroshenko, and others. The basic missions are to 
revive the Cossacks, create a Cossack ethnic community 
and to separate Naurskiy Rayon from the ChIR and join 
it to Stavropol. It enjoyed the support of the party-Soviet 
leadership of Naurskiy Rayon The basic documents are 
the “Declaration of the Lower Villages of the Terek 








Cossacks,” the “Position of the Naurksiy Department,” 
and others. It is part of the Viadikavkaz Great Assembly 
on federative principles. 


Groznenskiy Department of the Terek Cossacks 


This was created on 8 December 1990 at the founding 
congress of Cossacks of Groznyy and Groznenskiy 
Rayon. The ataman is Georgiy Galkin, the deputy 
ataman is V. Kaydash, the standard-bearer is Ye. 
Shvidko, the field ataman is V. Sokolov, and the deputy 
ataman for foreign ties and editor of the newspaper 
GROZNENSKIY KAZAK is Andrey Godynskiy. The 
basic Missions are to restore the Cossacks as a “supere- 
thnos,”’ protect the interests of the Russian-speaking 
population of the city of Groznyy, disseminate historical 
information on the Cossacks’ past, and the like. In 
connection with the mass exodus of the Russian- 
speaking population of the ChIR from the republic it is 
also involved in emigration problems. 


it 1s part of the Vladikavkaz Great Assembly of the Terek 
Cossacks on federative principles. 


It was officially registered on 22 May 1991. 


The Tersko-Grebenskiy Department of the Terek Cos- 
sacks 


This was created on 12 May 1990 at the fourth congress 
of the “Terek Cossack Union” (which had appeared in 
March of the same year) in the village of Cherviennaya. 
The ataman is Yuriy Mashchenko and the assistant 
ataman and esaul is N. Yeremin. A governing board 
consisting of || people was created. The basic missions 
are to unite the Cossacks, revive traditions and customs, 
and restore and publish data on the origin and history of 
the Cossacks. It supports separating Shelkovskiy Rayon 
from the ChIR and joining it with Stavropol Kray. It 
enjoys some support from the party-Soviet leadership of 
Shelkovskiy Rayon. 


Amnesty International (AI) (A Branch of the 
World Organization ‘ International’ in the 
Chechen [ChR}) 


The Al branch in the ChR was founded in November 
1991 in Groznyy. The chairman of the branch is Kyun 
Ibragimov, the director of the Scientific Research 
Ecology Center “Alam” (“Nature”) under the Chechen- 
ingush State Pedagogical Institute (ChISPI). The aktiv 
consists of about 50 people and the headquarters 1s in 
Building No 2 of the ChISPI. It maintains ties with the 
Al headquarters in London and with the country’s legal 
rights organizations. The goals are to protect human 
rights, to fight against torture and capital punishment, to 
fight for the release of “prisoners of conscience,” and to 
protect the mghts of nationa’ ainorities. 


It enjoys some “moral authority.” 
It 1s not officially registered. 
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‘Memorial’ (The Chechen-Ingush Republic 
Organization of the All-Union Historical- 
Education Society ‘Memorial’) 


This was founded in the summer of 1989 as the republic 
branch of the All-Union “Memorial” society in 
Groznyy. The aktiv consists of 20-30 people, for the 
most part scientific associates and VUZ instructors. The 
chairman of “Memorial” is the historian Abdulla Vat- 
suyev. In 1989-1991 the “Memorial” society activists 
along with employees of the Chechen-Ingush Unified 
Museum conducted a number of measures to determine 
the burial sites of victims of Stalinist repressions. Since 
General Dudayev came to power, “Memorial” has been 
in the opposition. 


World Democratic Union (WDU) 


The WDU was created on 20 April 1991 at the founding 
congress in the settlement of Assinovskiy. The chairman 
of the WDU is A. Aduyev and the deputy chairmen are 
S. Aduyev and M. Aduyev. The goal is to unite all the 
countries of the Earth ani create a World Parliament 
which would be used to ensure peace and tranquility on 
Earth. Emperor Hirohito of Japan, Queen Elizabeth II, 
President G. Bush of the United States, President M. 
Gorbachev of the USSR, President F. Mitterand of 
France, Mother Teresa, A. Avtorkhanov, the actor F. 
Schwartzenegger, the chess grandmaster G. Kasparov, 
the leader of the Libyan revolution M. Qadhdhafi, the 
soccer player Pele, and others were declared “honorary 
members” of the WDU in absentia. 


On 20 December | 990 the activists of the World Dem- 
ocratic Union published a Manifesto for the Peoples of 
the World which contained an appeal to stop all wars and 
conflicts for 3 months, beginning on | June and through 
31 August 1991. 


The WDU is a small but energetic group. WDU mem- 
bers participated in the events of August-October 199! 
(the “Chechen revolution”). The WDU nominated an 
agronomist from the Assinskiy Sovkhoz, M. Sulayev, for 
the post of ChR president in the presidential elections in 
October 1991 


It was offi. registered on 22 May 1991. 


Popular Front of Chechen-Ingushetiya (PFChI) 


The PFChi 1s a (formerly) mass sociopolitical organiza- 
tion. It appeared during the rallies which were held in 
Groznyy in the spring and summer of |1988 against the 
construction of the biochemical plant (BCP) in the city 
of Gudermes. The initial name was the “Union To 
Promote Perestroyka™ (created on 10 June 1988) but 
after 2 months it was renamed the Popular Front of the 
Chl ASSR (Popular Front of Chechen-Ingushetiya). The 
chairman 1s the engineer Khozh-Akhmed Bisultanov, the 
general director of the Viorchermet Association, and the 
secretary is Pavel Yevtukh. The goals of the Popular 
Front are to make sociopolitical life democratic, to 
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protect nature, and to restore the history, culture, lan- 
guage, and national traditions of the Chechens and 
Ingush. The PFChI favored exposing the semiofficial 
concept of the CPSU obkom on the “voluntary inclusion 
of Chechen-ingushetiya in Russia,” tned to get the 
well-known histonan and Sovietologist Professor A. 
Aviorkhanov rehabilitated, demanded the lifting of pro- 
hibitions against Chechens and Ingush holding certain 
leadership posts (first secretary of the Chechen-Ingush 
Obkom of the CPSU, Chl minister of internal affairs, 
chairman of the Chil ASSR KGB, procurator of the Chl 
ASSR, and a number of others). 


In the period | 988-1989 the PFChI was a leading oppo- 
sition force to the party-Soviet authorities of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya The measures they held assembled several 
thousand people apiece. Officially the Popular Front 
numbered up to 3,000 people. In March 1990 the 
chairman of the PFChI, Kh. Bisultanov, was elected 
people's deputy of the Chl ASSR (beginning in 
November |990—the ChIR). In parliament Kh. Bisul- 
tanov joined the opposition faction “Democratic Initia- 
tive.”’ In 1990 the influence of the Popular Front grad- 
ually began to decline. In December 1990 a number of 
members of the PFChI Central Council spoke out 
against Kh Bisultanov and accused him of wasting the 
organization's money. A conflict occurred at the meeting 
of the Central Council (CC) on 9 December 1990. The 
“dissenters” D. Utsmiyev, L. Dukayev, M. Temirkha- 
nov, B. Umkhayev, and others were expelled from the 
organization. They in turn declared Kh. Bisultanov’s 
supporters “expelled” from the PFChI and tned to 
Organize their own group with the same name— 
“Popular Front of Chechen-Ingushetiya.”” Dzhamaldi 
Utsmiyev, the chairman of the rural soviet of the village 
of Staraya Sunzha, was elected the chairman of PFChI-2. 
However, PFChI-2 soon disbanded. 


At the present time the PFChI represents a small and not 
very influentia! group. Kh. Bisultanov continues to hold 
the post of chairman. The first deputy chairman is Kh. 
Temiralivev. The PFCh! did not participate in the 
events of the “Chechen revolution” (August-October 
1991). The Popular Front is not represented in parlia- 
ment or in other organs of power of the Chl. 


It was officially registered on 22 July 1991. 


The People’s Council of Ingushetiya (PCI) 


This is a sociopolitical organization of Ingushetiya and 
was created on 7 October 1991 at the Third Congress of 
the Ingush people in Groznyy. In actuality it is the 
successor to the Organizing Committee To Restore the 
Autonomy of Ingushetiya, which was elected at the 
Second Congress of the Ingush People on 10 September 
1989. The chairman of the PCI 1s Professor Beksultan 
Seynaroyey, the deputy chairman 1s People’s Deputy of 
the RSFSR Bembuiat Bogatyrev, and members of the 
PCI are Yakub Kushtov, Bashir Chakhkiyev, Beslan 
Kostoyev, Bek Abadiyev, and others. The basic goals are 
the return of Pngorodnyy Rayon to Ingushetiya (in 1944 
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it was severed from the Chl ASSR and joined to North 
Ossetia) and the creation of an Ingush Republic. The PCI 
is oriented to the democratic leadership of the Russian 
Federation. In October 1991 at the Third Congress of ihe 
Ingush People the leaders of the PCI spoke out against 
the division of Chechen-Ingushetiya and for the preser- 
vation of the unity of the state formations of the Ingush 
and Chechens in the form of a federation or union. 


The PCI is one of the most prestigious organizations. 
The so-called “Groznyy group,”’ the most prominent 
representatives of the Ingush intelligentsia living in the 
city of Groznyy, are its basis. 


The leaders of the PCI in fact determine the political 
course of the Coordinating Council of the Ingush People 
(CCIP). 


The Independent Committee To Rehabilitate and 
Propagandize the Works of Abdurakhman 
Avtorkhanov 


It was founded in August 1990 in the city of Groznyy. 
The chairman is People’s Deputy of the USSR A. 
Avtorkhanov and members are S. Visaitov, Lech: 
Yakhyayev, Viskhan Davietukayev, and others. The 
main goal is to return citizenship in the ChIR (ChR) to 
Professor A. Avtorkhanov and propagandize his works 
and ideas in Chechen-Ingushetiya. 


It is not officially registered. 


The Independent Union of Women of the Chechen 
Republic (IUW) 


It was created in the summer of 1991 as an independent 
sociopolitical organization. The chairman is the lawyer 
Alpatu Magamatkhadzhiyeva. It tres to represent the 
interests of the women of the ChR. It advocates a greater 
struggle against crime. The political platform is close to 
the ideas of the “Gulam” Association. A. Magamat- 
khadzhiyeva is a member of “Gulam.”’ 


The Union of Women criticizes the president and gov- 
ernment of the ChR. 


At the present time the Union of Women does not 
represent an independent political force and follows the 
lead of the “Gulam” Association's activity. The influ- 
ence of the Union of Women is small. 


Officially the [UW was registered on 3! January |992 
‘Niyskho’ (‘Justice’), the I h Democratic Party 
(IDPN) 


This is a sociopolitical organization of Ingushetiya which 
is radical nationalist in character. It was created in 
Nazran in 1989 as the Ingush People’s Union 
“Niyskho.” The chairman is People’s Deputy of the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic ‘ChIR) Isa Kodzoyev and the 
deputy chairman is A. Daskiyev. In September | 989 the 
leaders of the IDPN were part of the group of initiators 
of the convocation of the Second Ingush Congress. The 
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IDPN favors the return of Prigorodnyy Rayon to Ingush- 
etiya (in 1944 it was severed from the Chl ASSR and 
joined to North Ossetia) and the creation of an indepen- 
dent Ingush Republic. The leaders of the IDPN are 
onented to a national-authoritanan system like the 
regime of the ex-president of Georgia, Z. Gamsakhurdia, 
and the president of the Chechen Republic, General D. 
Dudayev. The IDPN has its own fighting formations and 
frequently the actions of the IDPN soldiers are extremist 
in character. The IDPN opposed holding a referendum 
in November 1991 on the creation of an Ingush Republic 
within the Russian Federation. 


It is one of the most influential organizations in Ingush- 
etiya. The focus of activity is the city of Nazran and 
Nazranovskiy Rayon of the former ChIR. 


It is not officially registered. 


The National Movement of the Chechen People 
(NMChP) 


This 1s a coalition of Chechen parties and organizations 
which are radical nationalist in character. It was formed 
on 7 December 1990 in the city of Groznyy. The 
Vaynakh Democratic Party (VDP), the “Islamic Path” 
Party, the Islamic party “Rebirth,” the Green Movement 
of Chechen-Ingushetiya, and the “Caucasus” Society 
became collective members of the NMChP. Members of 
the coalition retain complete independence, there is no 
single leader and no leadership organs. 


The basic goals of the NMChP, according to the State- 
ment-Declaration of its founders of 7 December | 990, 
were the struggle to affirm the state sovereignty of 
Chechnya on the principles of “popular sovereignty” 
and the aspiration to unite the peoples of the North 
Caucasus into a Caucasian Confederative State. 


The NMChP was created as an association of prominent 
Organizations of the radical nonparliamentary opposi- 
tion opposing the leadership of the ChIR Supreme Soviet 
and the Chechen-Ingush Republic Committee of the 
CPSU. The Vaynakh Democratic Party is the most 
influential member of the coalition 


The NMChP was the main base of the executive com- 
mittee of the National Congress of the Chechen People 
(NCChP) and the bulwark for the creation of local 
structures of the NCChP. Later the Committee for Social 
Protection (a branch of the [HRS [International Human 
Rights Society} in Chechen-Ingushetiya), the Committee 
of the Social Movement in Defense of Iraq, and the 
Movement of Youth for the National Rebirth of the 
Chechen Republic joined the NMChP 


Parties and organizations which are members of the 
NMChP were the basic politica! force of the “Chechen 
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revolution” in August-October 1991. The representa- 
tives of the NMChP parties and organizations formed 
the deputy corps of the Chechen Republic parliament 
elected on 27 October and also became members of other 
structures of power of the Chechen Republic. 


Sheik Mansur Society (ShMS) 


This is a sociopolitical organization. It appeared in the 
spring of 1991 in the settlement of Shalazhi in Urus- 
Martanovskiy Rayon in the Chechen-Ingush Republic 
(ChIR). It advocates democratic reforms and the sover- 
eignty of the ChIR and is against the division of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. The chairman is Ruslan Zakriyev. 
It has its own fighting detachments. The leaders of the 
ShMS participated in founding the Movement for Dem- 
ocratic Reform of the ChIR (MDR ChIR) and in the 
Movement To Preserve Chechen-Ingushetiya (MPChlI). 
The society actively supported the mass demonstrations 
against the party-Soviet leadership of the ChIR in 
August-September 1991, but later opposed the seizure of 
power by the executive committee of the National Con- 
gress of the Chechen People (NCChP executive commit- 
tee). It boycotted the elections of the president and 
parliament of the Chechen Republic (ChR) on 27 
October 1991. As a sign of protest against the division of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya, the society announced the cre- 
ation of an “independent republic of Shalazhi.” The 
chairman of the ShMS tried to found a Society of 
Supporters of the Political Line of Ruslan Khasbulatov. 
After the attempt to introduce a state of emergency in the 
ChIR on 8-10 November 1991, it stopped active dem- 
onstrations against General Dudayev's regime. It has 
some influence among the rural rayons of Chechnya. 


It is not officially registered. 


The Committee To Create the 
‘House of the 
Caucasian Commonwealth’ ( 


Committee of the HCC) 


The Organizing Committee of the HCC was founded on 
12 December 1991 in the city of Groznyy. The main goa! 
1s to unite the Caucasian peoples and create the prereg- 
uisites for forming a Commonwealth of Caucasian 
States. The chairman of the HCC 1s people's poet of 
Azerbayan Ali Dzhabarov, the chairman of the Groznyy 
Organizing Committee of the HCC 1s the deputy 
chairman of the Council of Elders of the ChR, Ayndi 
Musayev, the press attache and editor of the newspaper 
KAVKAZSKIY DOM 1s Arb: Sagaipov, and members of 
the Organizing Committee are Marzhan Dombayeva 
(chairman of the Association of Women of the ChR). 
Zhalaudi Eskiyev (member of the NCChP executive 
committee), Yunad: llagayev (member of the NCChP 
executive committee), and Badrud: Khasanov (from the 
command of the national guard of the ChR) 


It 1s not officially registered 
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The Organizing Committee To Revive the ‘Mekhk 
kkhel’ (Council of Elders) 


The “Mekhk kkhel” Organizing Committee was created 
on |7 February 1992 as an alternative to the current 
Council of Elders of the Chechen Republic (“Mekhk 
Kkhel"), since the latter, in the opinion of the Organizing 
Committee's leaders, is incompetent and has discredited 
itself in the eyes of the people. It demands that the 
Council of Elders of the Chechen Republic disband and 
elections to the “Mekhk kkhel” be held on the basis of 
the traditional principles and norms of representation 
The chairman of the Organizing Committee is Zaurbek 
Titiyev 


The Republican Party (RP) 


The Organizing Committee To Form the RP appeared in 
December 1991 in Groznyy. The basic goal of the 
organization 1s to form a party of liberal direction 
oriented to the pnnciples of freedom and democracy 
According to the statement of the RP leaders, the Party 
unites persons of different nationalities. 


A little-known political group, it has no influence on the 
sociopolitical life of the Chechen Republic 


The Union of Entrepreneurs of the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic 


The Union of Entrepreneurs was founded on 2 August 
1991 at a founding meeting in Groznyy at the initiative 
of the Union of Cooperative Members of the Chechen- 
Ingush Republic (ChIR) and the State Committee for 
Antimonopoly Policy and Support of the New Economic 
Structures. The general director of the union is § 
Elmurzayev (the §. Mirvert Firm) and the cochairmen 
are people's deputy of the ChIR Bulat Chagaye, 
(Sovamerikentreyd [Sov-American Trade]), B. Akh- 
madov (the Vakha Cooperative), Oleg Bakhayev (a 
leased SMU [construction and installation admunistra- 
tion]}), and S. Elmurzayev. It was created as a commer- 
cial and social organization. The main goals are to 
protect the rights and interests of business people, to 
support private economic initiative, and to train cadres 
tor business, as well as to unite the capital and potential 
of large firms to order to expand activity 


It has not yet proven itself as a political force. In 
November 1991 the general director and cochairman of 
the Umion, Salman Elmurzayev, was included as a rep- 
resentative of entrepreneurs in the Provisional Com- 
mittee for Operational Management of the Economy of 
the Chechen Republic (ChR) (the “cabinet of entrepre- 
neurs under the ChR president”) 


The Union of Youth of the Chechen-Ingush 
Republic 


This was established on |4 September 1991 at the 
Seventh Plenum of the Chechen-Ingush Reskom 
[Republic Committee] of the All-Union Komsomol, 
which first declared itself the Extraordinary Conference 


of the Republic Organization of the All-Union 
Komsomol and then the founding congress of the Union 
of Youth of the Chechen-Ingush Republic (ChIR). The 
chairman is Kh. M. Bugayev, the former first secretary of 
the reskom of the All-Union Komsomol, and the leader- 
ship organs are made up of former employees of the 
reskom of the All-Union Komsomol. It favors the sov- 
ereignty and unity of Chechen-Ingushetiya, social pro- 
tection of youth, development of market relations, par- 
liaamentary democracy, and the like. It enjoys some 
respect among some youth of the ChIR. Until January 
1992 it was in the reorganization stage and does not take 
part in political life 


On 20 August 1991 the reskom of the All-Union 
Komsomo! was one of the first organizations to support 
B. N. Yeltsin and those who condemned the putsch. 


The Union for Protection of Citizens of the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic (UPC) 


This was created in October 1991 as the headquarters to 
manage the “people's militia’ which was being formed 
by the leaders of the Provisional! High Council of the 
ChIR (PHC ChIR) and the Movement To Preserve 
Chechen-Ingushetiya (MPChI) to counter General 
Dudayev's “national guard.” The first head was the 
chairman of the Shalinskiy Gorspolkom, Badruddin 
Dzhamalkhanov After the attempt to introduce a state 
of emergency in the ChIR on 8-10 November 91, it 
was in fact dissolved. Since early !992 mt has been 
recreated on the terntory of Nadterechnyy Rayon in the 
Chechen Republic (ChR). It favors not recognizing the 
power of the president and parliament of the ChR and 
demands that the unity of the ChIR be reestablished and 
new elections be held. The chairman of the UPC 1s A. 
Avturkhanov. It operates im close contact with the 
administration of Nadterechnyy Rayon and 1s forming a 
militia on the rayon’s terntory 


It was officially registered on 4 November 199] 


The ‘Unity’ National Consensus Front of 
Ingushetiya (‘Tskhoago’) 


This was created on 25 August | 990 by representatives 
of a number of Ingush sociopolitical groups. The Front’s 
chairman is People’s Deputy of the RSFSR Bembulat 
Bogatyrev. the first deputy chairman 1s Beslan Kotikov, 
and the editor in chief of the newspaper YEDINSTVO 1s 
Said Khamchiyev The Front’s basic goal is to unite all 
Ingush sociopolitical organizations and parties. The 
Front 1s trying to overcome the split in the Ingush 
national movement between the supporters of the 
“Niyskho” Party and the People’s Council of Ingush- 
etiva (PCI). The leaders of the Front are onented to the 
People’s Counc! of Ingushetiya. Most of them are part of 
the PCI leadership 


The Nationa! Consensus Front of Ingushetiya enjoys 
substantial influence among some of the Ingush popula- 
tion. It was officially registered on |3 June 1991 








The Chechen-Ingush Social Protection Committee 
(ChISPC) (A Branch of the International Human 
Rights Society in the Chechen-Ingush Republic) 


The Committee (ChISPC) was registered on 8 April 1991 
in Groznyy. The chairman, Said-Emin Ibragimov, is a 
member of the executive committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People (NCChP). The deputy 
chairman of ChISPC, Elza Sheripova, holds the post of 
general procurator of the Chechen Republic (ChR). 


The Social Protection Committee's proclaimed goals are 
to protect human rights and civil liberties, to organize 
campaigns against human rights violations, to fight for 
the release of “prisoners of conscience” and political 
prisoners, and the like. 


The Social Protection Committee is close to the NCChP 
executive committee. The leaders of the ChISPC played 
an active role in the events of August-October 1991 (the 
“Chechen revolution’). The ChISPC has substantial 
influence on political life through its representatives in 
parliament and other power structures of the Chechen 
Republic. It has a faction in the ChR parliament which is 
headed by S. Kh. Kitayev, Ikhvan Gerikhanov, and 
others. 


The Chechen Party of Justice (ChPJ) (Nokhchi 
Niysonan Gattam) 


The Chechen Party of Justice was created at the 
founding congress on 19 August 1990 in the city of 
Groznyy on the basis of the Popular Front To Promote 
Perestroyka, which in turn was formed in June 1988. 
Associates of the editorial office of the journal 
NIYSKHO (Justice) took an active part in creating the 
ChPJ. The chairman of the ChPJ is Lecha Saligov, the 
editor of the journal NIYSKHO, the first deputy 
chairman is Mukhadi Shamayev, the deputy chairman is 
Khuseyn Abdumuslimov, the secretary of the presidium 
is M. V. Dzhautkhanov, and the chairman of the 
auditing commission is Aslanbek Labazanov. Salman 
Dzhamirzayev and Said Ibragimov are members of the 
presidium of the ChPJ. 


The Party's basic goals are to fight for national and social 
justice and against monopoly of power and for the 
formation and prosperity of a sovereign Chechen 
Republic (ChR) in which the Chechen language and 
culture will be given priority. The ChPJ favors the 
restoration of the history, language, and culture of the 
Chechen nation and propagandizing them in the former 
USSR and abroad. 


The ChPJ program is national-eclectic in character and 
contains populist ideas. Despite its small numbers, the 
ChPJ plays a prominent role in the Chechen Republic’s 
political life. The Justice Party was one of the first to 
speak out against the GKChP putsch and for a time 
supported the executive committee of the National Con- 
gress of the Chechen People (NCChP) and took part in 
the “Chechen revolution.” 
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Since mid-September 1991 the leaders of the ChPJ have 
begun to criticize the NCChP executive committee and 
parties of the National Movement of the Chechen People 
(NMChP) which side with it and to oppose usurpation of 
power and the division of Chechen-Ingushetiya. The 
Justice Party did not participate in the parliamentary- 
presidential elections of 27 October 1991. 


It publishes the journal SPRAVEDLIVOST and since 
February 1992 the newspaper SPRAVEDLIVOST. 


It is not officially registered. 


The Chechen-Ingush om of Islamic Youth (Chi 


The Organizing Committee of the ChI UIY was founded 
in Groznyy on 25 October 1991. It is an advocate of the 
Islamization of all aspects of society's life and favors 
Islamic education of youth. The size of the group of 
people who make up the Organizing Committee of the 
UIY is not very large at this time. The UIY is in the 
Organization stage of development. The chairman of the 
Chl UTY is L. Sarimsultanov. 


It was officially registered on 23 December 1991. 


The Chechen Labor Party (ChLP) 


The Organizing Committee of the ChLP was set up in 
October 1991 in the city of Gudermes. It advocates 
freedom of private enterprise, development of economic 
initiative, social guarantees for the poor, and a social- 
market economy and supports the idea of the creation of 
a free, independent, and peace-loving ChR, and called 
for “giving battle to the incompetent, idiotic communist 
system.” It participated in the parliamentary elections of 
27 October 1991, but does not have a marked influence 
on the republic’s sociopolitical life. 


It is not officially registered. 


The ne - reas of Social 
entists 


The founding conference was held in April 1991. The 
chairman of the Association is Professor Zhabrail 
Gakayev. The goals proclaimed are to promote the 
democratization of society, develop the social sciences, 
improve the higher education system, organize political 
science research, and the like. The Association is a 
collective member of the Movement for Democratic 
Reform of the ChIR (MDR ChIR) and the Association of 
the Intelligentsia of the ChIR (AI ChIR). 


The Association of Social Scientists is one of the little- 
known organizations and does not play a fundamental 
role in the political life of the Chechen Republic (ChR). 
However, many of its leaders are major figures of science 
and public figures of the ChR. 


It was officially registered on 16 May 1991. 
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The Ethnic Council of the Chechen Republic 
(ECChR) 


The ECChR was created in September 1991 at the 
initiative of the leaders of the Green Movement of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. The initial name was Consultative 
Council of Ethnic Groups of Chechen-Ingushetiya. 
Leaders of the Groznenskiy Cossack Department, the 
Armenian Mesrop Mashtots Society, and the Georgian, 
Jewish, Ukrainian, and other ethnic communities of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya joined the ECChR. 


The main goal is to protect the interests of the non- 
Vaynakh population of Chechen-Ingushetiya and 
develop recommendations for harmonizing interethnic 
relations. The ataman of the Groznenskiy Cossack 
Department, Nikolay Galkin, used to be the chairman of 
the ECChR; the present chairman is one of the leaders of 
the Mesrop Mashtots Society, Boris Asaturov. 


In March 1992 B. Asaturov as the chairman of the 
ECChR was included in the Presidential Council under 
the ChR president. 


It was officially registered on 27 January 1992. 


Brief Information on Political and Military 
Figures 


Akbalatov, Aslanbek, is the state secretary of the ChR. 
He graduated from the journalism school of Leningrad 
State University [LGU] in 1966. He worked as a jour- 
nalist in Shatoyskiy Rayon in the ChI ASSR, Kemerovo, 
and Leningrad. He finished graduate school at LGU. 
Before he was appointed to the post of state secretary, he 
was deputy dean of LGU. For 7 years he was elected to 
various posts in the university's party committee. He 
had on the job training under the state secretary of ‘“‘one 
of the Near Eastern states” (the official wording). 


Akbalatov, Zaurbek Abuyevich, a Chechen born in 1959, 
graduated from LGU in 1983, is a lawyer and worked in 
the All-Union Komsomol organs and in the procurator’s 
office of the ChIR, and held the post of procurator of the 
general supervision department. In September 1991- 
January 1992 he was chairman of the Central Electoral 
Commission of the ChR. Since February 1992 he has been 
deputy chairman of the Investigative Committee of the 
ChR. 


Alsultanov, Umalt Akhmadovich, was born in | 936, at the 
age of 3 lost his father, and in February 1944 during the 
eviction of Chechens and Ingush was deported to Kaza- 
khstan with his family. He graduated from Kiev Special 
Militsia School and was operations agent and chief of a 
number of rayon branches of the militsia in the Chl ASSR 
and chief of the Groznyy City UVD [Administration of 
Internal Affairs]. In 1990 he was the deputy minister of 
internal affairs of the ChIR and a people's deputy of the 
ChIR. Starting in early 1991 he was the ChIR minister of 
internal affairs. He is considered one of the most conser- 
vative representatives of the party-Soviet elite of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. During the days of the putsch of 19-21 August 


1991, he duplicated the ukases of the GKChP for the ChiR 
Ministry of Internal Affairs. As a result of an official 
investigation by representatives of the RSFSR Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, he was removed from the post of ChiR 
munister of internal affairs. In September-October |99! he 
supported the position of General D. Dudayev's group. In 
November 1991 he was appointed ChR minister of 
internal affairs by order of the ChR president. In early 
February 1992 the ChR parliament failed to approve U 
Alsultanov as ChR minister of internal affairs. 


He is an honored employee of the USSR Ministry of 
Internal Affairs. 


Asiakhanov, Asianbek Akhmadovich, was born in |94. 
in the village of Novyye Atagi in the Chi ASSR. In 
February 1944 during the expulsion of Chechens and 
Ingush he was deported to Kazakhstan with his parents 
He has three higher education degrees: physical educa- 
tion, economics, and law. He worked as chief of a 
department and chief inspector of the USSR MVD 
[Ministry of Internal Affairs}. He is a major general in 
the militsia. Since March 1990 he has been a people's 
deputy of the RSFSR, a member of the Presidium of the 
RSFSR Supreme Soviet, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Questions of ity, Law Enforcement, and 
the Fighi Against Crime of the RSFSR Supreme Soviet 
He is close to the deputy group “Democratic Russia” 


Akhmadov, Saydaliyevich, born in 1950, gradu- 
ated from the history faculty of ChISU [Chechen-Ingush 
State University] and worked as a scientific associate of 
the Chechen-Ingush Scientific Research Institute of His- 
tory, Economics, Sociology, and Philology and specialized 
in the late 19th century history of Chechen-Ingushetiya 
Then he worked as a high school teacher of history in the 
village of Dzhalka in Gudermesskiy Rayon. Since March 
1990 he has been a people's deputy of the ChIR, a member 
of the ChIR Supreme Soviet extraordinary commission on 
food and goods, and a member of the ChIR Supreme 
Soviet commission to study the concept of the “voluntary 
inclusion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in Russia.” He is a 
deputy chairman of the executive committee of the 
National Congress of the Chechen People (NCChP). After 
the ChIR Supreme Soviet dissolved itself in September 
1991 he was chairman of the Provisional High Counci! of 
the ChIR (PHC ChIR). He has been chairman of the ChR 
parliament since November 1991. 


Beno, Shamil Aminovich, is the ChR minister of foreign 
affairs. He is a returned emigre Chechen. He was born in 
1°58 in Jordan in the family of a functionary of the king's 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He moved to the Chl ASSR in 
1970 along with his parents. He graduated from School No 
18 in the city of Groznyy in 1975. He worked in a 
cardboard factory. He enrolled in the history department 
of ChISU in 1977. He was a graduate student at the USSR 
Academy of Sciences Oriental Studies Institute in |988 
The topic of his dissertation was “Stability of the Politica! 
Process During Transitional Periods.” He knows the 
Arabic and English languages. He is studying Spanish 
Starting in December 1991 he was ChIR acting minister of 
foreign affairs. The ChR parliament has confirmed him as 
head of the cabinet of ministers and minister of foreign 
affairs. 
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Vatsayey, Abdul Zimayevich, was born in 1942 in the 
village of Goyty in the Chl ASSR, graduated from the 
history department of Rostov State University, and was 
a scientific associate of the Chechen-Ingush Scientific 
Research Institute of History, Economics, Sociology, 
and Philology and a specialist in the history of the 
revolution and the civil war in the Northern Caucasus. 
He is the author of a number of scholarly articles on the 
problems of the history of Chechen-Ingushetiya. He was 
fired from the scientific research institute in 1984 for 
omticizing the official concept of the “voluntary inclu- 
sion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in Russia.” He was a 
worker. He was a scientific associate of the Chechen- 
Ingush Unified Museum. At the present time he is an 
instructor at the ChIR Institute of Public Education. He 
.s the chairman of the Chechen-Ingush “Memorial” 
Society and a member of the Coordinating Council of 
the Movement for Democratic Reform of the ChIR. 


Visengeriyev, Khayrudi Magomedovich, born in 1953, is 
a major in the Air Force and a test pilot first class. He has 
been a senior pilot, commander of an aviation crew, and 
the chief of a reconnaissance regiment. Starting in 1982 
he was a test pilot at a military-aviation plant. In January 
1992 by ukase of D. Dudayev he was appointed com- 
mander of the so-called Ist Squadron of the Air Forces of 
the Chechen Republic. 


Gadayev, Shchepa Yusupovich, was born in |942 in the 
village of Achkhoy-Martan in the Chl ASSR and gradu- 
ated from the law school of Leningrad University. He 
worked as a judge in Leningrad Oblast. He returned to 
Chechen-Ingushetiya in 1974. He has been a consultant, 
investigator, and lawyer and starting in February 1990 
was first secretary of the Achkhoy-Martanovskiy 
Raykom of the CPSU and in the same year became the 
chairman of the Achkhoy-Martanovskiy Rayon Soviet. 
He is a member of the presidium of the executive 
committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People and was one of the leaders of the “Chechen 
revolution.” He was elected provisional acting minister 
of interna! affairs of the ChR by parliament in October 
1991 


Gakayev, Zhabrail Zhokolayevich, born in 1944, gradu- 
ated from the history department of Chechen-Ingush 
State University and is a ChISU professor, a doctor of 
historical sciences, and head of the department of polit- 
ical history. He is a specialist in the history of the 
revolution on the Don and in the Northern Caucasus. 
The topic of his doctoral dissertation was the army’s 
participation in the revolution. Beginning in June 1991 
he was chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 
Movement for Democratic Reform of the ChIR (MDR 
ChIR) and since September 1991—the cochairman of 
the MDR. He is the chairman of the Chechen-Ingush 
Association of Social Scientists and one of the leaders of 
the Association of the Intelligentsia of the ChIR. 


Gantamirov, Bislan Saydaliyevich, was born in |963 in 
the village of Gekhi in Urus-Martanovskiy Rayon in the 
Chi ASSR. After serving in the army he worked in the 
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Ministry of Internal Affairs organs and studied at the 
Moscow Law Institute. He is a member of a cooperative 
and an entrepreneur. In 1990 he organized and headed 
the fundamentalist party “Islamic Path.” Later he 
became a member of the executive committee of the 
National Congress of the Chechen People (NCChP). He 
was an active participant in mass demonstrations against 
the ChIR Supreme Soviet in August-September 1991, 
one of the organizers of the national guard, and the chief 
of staff of the national guard of the NCChP executive 
committee. He was appointed mayor of the city of 
Groznyy by ukase of the ChR president in November 
1991. In January 1992 a number of collectives nomi- 
nated him for the post of head of administration of the 
city of Groznyy. 


Goytemirov, Ramzan Usmanovich, was born in 1951 and 
is a docent of Chechen-Ingush State University and a 
candidate of physical-mathematical sciences; he was one 
of the leaders of the ecology movement against construc- 
tion of the biochemical plant in the city of Gudermes 
and is the chairman of the Green Movement of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya, the chairman of the All-Caucasus Ecology 
Council (since October 1990), and a member of the 
presidium of the executive committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People; he was one of the 
candidates for the post of ChR oresident during the 
election campaign of 27 October 1991. Since November 
1991 he has been first advisor to the ChR president and 
chairman of the Scientific-Technical Council under the 
ChR president. 


Dudayev, Dzhokhar Musayevich, was born in January 
1944 in the village of Yalkhori in the Chl ASSR. He was 
deported to Kazakhstan along with his parents in Feb- 
ruary 1944 during the expulsion of the Chechens and 
Ingush. He grew up in Paviograd and South Kazakhstan 
oblasts in Kazakhstan. He returned to Chechen- 
Ingushetiya with his parents in 1957. He graduated from 
Tambov Higher Military School for Long-Distance 
Pilots in 1966 with the specialization “‘engineer-pilot.” 
He graduated from the Air Force Academy imeni Yu. A. 
Gagarin in 1974. He served in a number of regions of the 
USSR and held command and staff posts. He is a 
military engineer-pilot first class and a major general of 
aviation. Just before his retirement he was commander 
of a strategic bomber division and garrison chief of the 
city of Tartu. He was a member of the CPSU. In 
November | 990 he was elected chairman of the National 
Congress (later the executive committee of the National 
Congress of the Chechen People [NCChP]). In early 
1991 he retired because of his desire to concentrate on 
leading the Chechen national movement and as a sign of 
protest against the Soviet army's intervention in the 
events in Lithuania. In June 1991 on behalf of the 
second session of the NCChP he declared the Supreme 
Soviet of Chechen-Ingushetiya overthrown. In August- 
September 1991 he headed the mass movement against 
the party-Soviet leadership of the ChIR. After the resig- 
nation of the chairman of the ChIR Supreme Soviet, D. 
Zavgayev, and the self-dissolution of the ChIR Supreme 
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Soviet (15 September 1991), he became actual head of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. On 27 October 1991 he was 
elected president of the Chechen Republic. He is simul- 
taneously supreme commander in chief of the armed 
forces and head of the government of the ChR. 


He has been awarded |2 governmental awards and one 
award of a foreign state (from the official formula). 


Daburgayev, Oleg (Lom-Ali) Magomedovich, was born in 
1942: he is a journalist and worked in the editorial office 
of the newspaper GROZNENSKIY RABOCHIY and in 
1990 founded the independent newspaper EKHO 
CHECHNL. He sharply opposed the Soviet-party leader- 
ship of the ChIR and criticized the Union and republic 
government. The procurator’s office of the ChIR perse- 
cuted him for the newspaper EKHO CHECHNI's criti- 
cism of the republic's leadership. 


Zavgayev, Doku Gapurovich, was born in 1940 in the 
village of Beno-Yurt. In February 1944 he was deported 
to Kazakhstan along with his parents during the expul- 
sion of the Chechens and Ingush. He started to work in 
1958 and was a teacher, machine operator, chief engi- 
neer, chief of an association of sovkhozes, and ChI ASSR 
minister of agriculture. Starting in 1983 he was second 
secretary of the Chechen-Ingush Obkom of the CPSU 
and oversaw questions of agriculture. In June 1989 he 
was elected first secretary of the Chechen-Ingush 
Reskom of the CPSU. Starting in March 1990 he was 
chairman of the ChI ASSR (ChIR) Supreme Soviet. He 
graduated from the Mountain Agricultural Institute and 
the Academy of Social! Sciences under the CPSU Central 
Committee and 1s a candidate of economic sciences. He 
was a people's deputy of the RSFSR and the ChIR. He 
was elected a member of the Central Committee at the 
28th CPSU Congress. During the attempted coup d'etat 
of 19-21 August 1991 he waited to see what would 
happen. As a result of the mass demonstrations against 
the ChIR leadership of 15 September 1991, he was 
forced to submit his resignation from the post in the 
ChIR Supreme Soviet. 


Zakayev, Abdrashit Balavdiyevich, is the manager of the 
National Bank and a member of the ChR Cabinet of 
Minisiers. He was born in 1937 and graduated from 
Saratov Economic Institute in 1976 and is a specialist in 
short-term ioans. He worked in the state banking system 
of the Chil ASSR. From 1980 through 1991 he was 
manager of the Shelkovskiy Rayon branch of Gosbank 
[State Bank]. He was an “exemplary employee of USSR 
Gosbank.”’ Since February |992 he has been manager of 
the National Bank and a member of the ChR Cabinet of 
Ministers. 


Ibragimov, Said-Emin Khasanovich, was born in | 946 
and is chief of the multisectorial Chechengosstroy 
[Chechen State Construction] Scientific Production 
Association, the chairman of the Social Protection Com 
mittee (a branch of the International Human Rights 
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Society in Groznyy), and a member of the executive 
committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People. 


Imayev, Usman Kasimovich, was born in |957. In the 
mid-1970s he was a metal worker at the Krasnyy Molot 
Plant. He worked in construction organizations in Ural 
and Rostov oblasts for a time. From 1984 to 1988 he was 
a responsible employee of the protocol department of the 
USSR Embassy in Angola. From January | 988 through 
February 199! he was a chief specialist of the ChIR 
Ministry of Justice. From February through August | 991 
he was deputy chairman of the ChIR State Committee 
for Privatization. Then he held the post of ChIR minister 
of social security until December 1991. In December 
1991 he was appointed chairman of the Committee for 


Legal Reform. 


v, Lechi Dobachiyevich, was born in |937 in 
the village of Shalazhi in Urus-Martanovskiy Rayon in 
the ChI ASSR and was deported to Kazakhstan along 
with his parents during the expulsion of the Chechens 
and Ingush. He graduated from the mechanics depart- 
ment of Groznyy Petroleum Institute in 1964. He 
worked as a foreman at construction sites. Beginning in 
1967 he was chairman of the obkom of the construction 
workers’ trade union and later was first deputy chairman 
of the gorispolkom of the city of Groznyy. He began 
party work in 1976. He was the head of a department 
and secretary and second secretary of the CPSU obkom 
In 1983 he submitted his resignation because of disagree- 
ments with the first secretary of the Chechen-Ingush 
Obkom of the CPSU, A. V. Vlasov, and became 
chairman of the Chi ASSR State Commitiee for Prices. 
In September 1991 he was elected chairman of the 
Provisional Republic Committee for Formulating Legis- 
lative Enactments of the State Order of the ChIR by 
decision of the third session of the National Congress of 
the Chechen People. During tne elections of the presi- 
dent and parliament of the ChR on 27 October 1991, he 
opposed the division of Chechen-Ingushetiya and the 
usurpation of power by the executive committee of the 
National Congress of the Chechen People. 


Medauyev, Sultan Abuyevich, was born in |95', graduated 
from the economics department of Rostov State Univer- 
sity, and worked at Chl ASSR Gosplan [State Planning 
Committee] and later as a cooperative member and 
deputy chairman of the Simbioz [illegible”}] Association. 
In 1988-1991 he was chairman of the Union of Cooper- 
ative Members of Chechen-Ingushetiya and in 1991 
became head of the commercial [bank— illegible] Magas. 
He is a member of the Coordinating Council of the 
Movement for Democratic Reform of the ChIR (MDR 
ChIR) and an MDR economics expert 


Mezhidov, Bek Alisultanovich, is a jurist, lawyer, 
chairman of the “Law and Economics” Cooperative, 
chairman of the “Caucasus” Scientific Society, and 
member of the presidium of the executive committee of 
the National Congress of the Chechen People. In 
October 1991 he was elected a deputy to the ChR 








parliament and since November 1991 he has been first 
deputy chairman of the ChR parliament. 


Musayev, Khamzat Movaarovich, was born in | 944 and is 
& jurist and was assistant procurator of the ChIR, In 
October 1991 he was elected a deputy to the ChR 
parliament and since January 1991 has been chairman of 
the parliamentary commission to define the borders 
between Chechnya and Ingushetiya. 


Satuyey, Vakha Dagayevich, born in 1947 in Kaza- 
khstan, was an inspector of the airborne service in 
Groznyy, graduated from the economics department of 
Chechen-Ingush State University, worked in Rospotreb- 
soyuz [Union of Consumer Societies of the RSFSR) and 
a trust of dining halls, restaurants, and cafes, and was 
director of public catering of ORS [department of 
workers’ supply) of the Groznyy branch of the railroad. 
He is chief of the finance department of the executive 
committee of the NCChP. 


Soslambekov, Yasup Edilbekovich, is a public and polit- 
ical figure, served time in prison for a criminal offense 
(rape), is one of the leaders of the Vaynakh Democratic 
Party, first deputy chairman of the executive committee 
of the National Congress of the Chechen People, and 
chairman of the parliament of the Confederation of 
Mountain Peoples of the Caucasus, and in October 1991 
was elected a deputy to the ChR parliament; during the 
attempt to introduce a state of emergency in Chechen- 
Ingushetiya on 8-10 November 1991 he was the acting 
minister of war of the ChR and since December 1991 he 
has been chairman of the parliamentary committee for 
international relations. On |! January 1992 he publicly 
appealed to the president of the ChR, D. Dudayev, and 
demanded that the Provisional Committee for Opera- 
tional Management of the Economy of the ChR resign 
and a ChR Cabinet of Ministers be created and declared 
his opposition to the president of the ChR. 


Saleymanoy, Ibragim Abdurakhmanovich, was a licu- 
tenant colonel in the Soviet Army and during the mass 
demonstrations in Chechen-Ingushetiya in August- 
November 1991 was an authorized representative of the 
executive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People and a chairman of the Officers’ Union, 
and he was one of the organizers of the national guard. In 
October 1991 he was elected a deputy to the ChR 
parliament, he is chairman of the parliamentary com- 
mission on defense and security, and in late 1991! he was 
appointed chief of the ChR National Security Service. 


Udugov, Moviadi Saidarbiyevich, is a journalist, public 
and political figure, activist in the “Caucasus” and 
“Memonial” societies, member of the presidium of the 
executive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People, and chairman of the Information Com- 
mittee of the NCChP executive committee. In December 
1991 he was appointed ChR ~~ minister for press 
and information affairs by ukase of the ChR president. 


In January 199! he was ratified as chairman of the State 
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Committee for the Press and Information, He is a 
member of the ChR Cabinet of Ministers 


Umalatova, Sazhi Zaydinovna, was born in 1953 and was 
a worker (welder) and brigade foreman of a comprehen- 
sive brigade of the Groznyy Krasnyy Molot Machine 
Building Plant. In the 1980s as a “representative of the 
working class" she was clected to honorary presidiums 
and was a member of the Chechen-Ingush Obkom of the 
CPSU. In 1989 at the Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee she was nominated as a people's deputy of 
the USSR from the CPSU Central Committee. She was a 
member of the Council of Nationalities of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet and a member of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet Committee on Questions of the Work of Soviets 
of People’s Deputies and Development of Government 
and Self-Government. She was an activist of the “Soyuz” 
deputy group and was known for scandalous actions in 
the USSR Supreme Soviet and at congresses of people's 
deputies of the USSR. During the days of the August 
putsch she came to Groznyy and publicly spoke to the 
workers of the Krasnyy Molot Plant and demanded that 
they support the GKChP. In October 1991 on republic 
television she asked people tc support the candidacy of 
General D. Dudayev during the campaign for election of 
the ChR president. Later she spoke repeatedly at meet- 
ings of the ChR parliament and attacked the Russian 
Federation leadership and made accusations against the 
people's deputies of the RSFSR from Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. At the so-called Sixth Extraordinary Con- 
gress of People's Deputies of the USSR, she was elected 
chairman of the standing presidium of the Congress on 
17 March 199! 


Usmanov, Lema Vakhayevich, born in |955, is an engi- 
neer, department head of the Argun Historical Archives 
and Nature Preserve Museum, a people's deputy of the 
ChIR, deputy chairman of the Vaynakh Democratic 
Party, and a member of the presidium of the executive 
committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People. In January 199! he was nominated as candidate 
for the post of head of administration of the city of 
Groznyy. He is an activist of the “Caucasus” Scientific 
Society and deputy chairman of the “Memorial” Society. 


Khadzhiyev, Salambek Naibovich, was born in 1941, 
graduated from the Groznyy Petroleum Institute, and 
worked as a scientific associate, sector chief, department 
chief, and deputy director of GrozNII [Groznyy Petro- 
leum Scientific Research 'rouutute}. In 1983 he became 
director of GrozNII. Starting in 1987 he became general 
director of the “Grozneftekhim" [Groznyy Petroleum- 
Chemical] Scientific Production Association. He is a 
major scientist, a specialist in the field of oil refining, the 
author of inventions, and one of the instigators of the 
introduction into production of the modern, highly 
efficient technologies of catalytic cracking and vibreking 
[translation unknown] of heavy crude oil. He is a corre- 
sponding member of the USSR Academy of Sciences, an 
academician of the Engineering Academy, a member of 
the Islamic Academy of Jordan, a member of the USSR 
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Academy of Sciences and USSR GKNT [State Com- 
mittee for Scrence and Technology| scientific councils on 
problems of petroleum chemistry, and chairman of the 
Governing Board of the Yugoslav-Soviet engineering 
organization, “Tseta,” and the Soviet-American tech- 
nical design organization, “Khaytek” [High Tech]. He 
has been a people's deputy of the USSR and the ChiR 
and a member of the USSR Supreme Soviet. In 1991 he 
was USSR minister of petroleum-chemical industry. He 
is chairman of the Movement for Democratic Reform of 
the ChIR and a member of the leadership of the all- 
Union Movement for Democratic Reform. He is a 
member of the Lions Club. 


Khatayey, Akhmed Tsatsayevich, a colonel, was born in 
1947. He has a pedagogical and legal education. He 
worked in the Chl ASSR KGB organs and was chief of 
counterintelligence of the ChIR KGB. Beginning on 10 
October 1991 he became chairman of the ChIR KGB 
(with the consent of the Russian Federation KGB and 
the NCChP executive committee). 


Chabayev, Lema Tepsurkayevich, was born in 1957 and 
is a journalist and editor of the newspaper MARSHO 
(Freedom), a member of the leadership of the Vaynakh 
Democratic Party, and during the mass demonstrations 
in Groznyy in August-September 1991 headed the press 
center of the executive committee of the National Con- 
gress of the Chechen People. In October 1991 he was 
elected a deputy to the ChR parliament and since early 
1992 he has been manager of the press service of the ChR 
parliament. 


Edisaltanov, Masa Osmanovich, is a lawyer and member 
of the republic collegium of lawyers of the ChIR and in 
October 1991 was elected a deputy to the ChR parlia- 
ment; he is chairman of the parliamentary committee for 
legislation, legality, and law enforcement. 


Yandarbiyev, Zelimkhan Abdulmaslimovich, is a writer, a 
member of the ChIR Writers’ Union, and starting in 
1989 chairman of the “Bart” [Consent] Society and 
beginning in 1990 chairman of the Vaynakh Democratic 
Party. He was one of the leaders of the nonparliamentary 
radical opposition to the party-Soviet leadership of the 
ChIR in late 1990-1991 and is deputy chairman of the 
executive committee of the National Congress of the 
Chechen People and in October 1991 was elected a 
deputy to the ChR parliament. 


Statistical Data 

The Chechen-Ingush Republic. 
Administrative-political center—the city of Groznyy. 
Territory—1!9,300 square kilometers. 


Population (according to data of the 1989 census)}— 
1,270,429 people. 


Ethnic Makeup (data for 1989): 
SII. sexs sccsienstsbentbiciednsboamieaitecssvesents 734,501 people; 





NINES sc csssncccenericseseatebseebasaudateasveuatesicaanicesencels 163,762; 
BIT cciacscnniessensehonsnserierssieeinnseinnsinnenntins 393,771, 
I sssccrtsnsniienentinintaiienncanndcin 14,824 
ee 12,637 
SII ssccsscucctesnssbasadseundscecessseoniobarsesineiensesseuniees 9,853 
TINT scsssecsidoieneatresnianisetseeniimatinaeeenennaeenneel 6,884 
TD sciscssiniasainvstnanseendsnatsinnennneneninseemeenel 6,276 
ii ctesissiensenisesninensctunnisobstcrenesanssininebeaseeenaseuteies 5,102 
iilscescesssecscsndagsepsrsesensbqnsnsesnspsiesnnsesessabuenssapusnnsasen 2,651; 
SEIN Dhscccsesceosscesnscnsonsesesnessenossbessesesncbaniensente 2,577; 
a ccncsessseensstenssecrernssssssecnstecesnsentnenssemesteins 1,821 
I cacaceinvcncsiitentiasestbinnceennbeendannescsntncistenteetisennaen 1,108 
Sill ccevscdiesnnenucesssancchepnseeieloressossuennensnsesssnnasiacepanen 1,102 
Bt siccstsenssitessceuniesscccashsevenecssantecuneusniscunesess 1,041 


Less than 1,000 persons—Gypsies, Bulgarians, Lez- 
gins, mountain Jews, and Germans, 


about 500 people or less—Kazakhs, Moldovans, 
Mordvinians, Greeks, Koreans, and others. 


Representatives of a total of 82 nations and ethnic 
groups live on the territory of the Chechen-Ingush 
Republic. 


The population density is 61 people per | square kilo- 
meter. 


The republic’s cities are: 


Groznyy (it was awarded the status of a city in 1870), 


III sxicéctnuccteontnotnienstnianinvenscenacenseussesdinionseeel (1939), 
IID osccoccnssscsscecessvccsesesscoesentessescessseserocsecoed (1941), 
SR scscnniricantansonctareetnencieniasenitpsaninssnvmsneimnssiieed (1967) 
TIT ccoccchscnsnateouscussanennedevanepanneeieesetocetveusuewisadel (1967) 
TIT ccan:dadaneneseeueshaeeuaesuaenanbsossasabeneabiimiancpenteenenentil (1990) 
SEINE «ss csansasensicnmhaahianedintenssecspuananusssbennl (1990) 


Rayons of Chechen-Ingushetiya which are part of: 
a) the Chechen Republic: 


Achkhoy-Martanovskiy, administrative center—the 
village of Achkhoy 


Marian; 
Vedenskiy—the village of Vedeno; 
Groznenskiy—the city of Groznyy; 








Gudermesskiy—the city of Gudermes, 
Nadterechnyy—the village of Znamenskoye, 
Naurskiy—the Cossack village of Naurskaya; 
Nozhay-Yurtovskiy—the village of Nozhay-Yurt, 
Urus-Martanovskiy—the city of Urus-Martan; 
Shalinskiy—the city of Shali; 
Shatoyskiy—the village of Shatoy, 
Shelkovskiy—the Cossack village of Shelkovskaya. 
b) Ingushetiya: 
Malgobekskiy—the city of Malgobek: 
Nazranovskiy—the city of Nazran: 


Sunzhenskiy—the Cossack village of Ordzhoni- 
kidzevskaya. 


Disputed terntories between Chechnya and Ingushetiya: 


part of Sunzhenskiy Rayon which until 1934 was part 
of the Chechen Autonomous Oblast with the admin- 
istrative center of the Cossack village of Odzhoni- 
kidzevskaya. 


A Brief Historical Outline 


Ethnogenesis 


The earliest artifacts discovered by archeologists which 
attest to human habitation of the territory of Chechnya 
belong to the Paleolithic Age. Between the second and 
first millennia before Christ, the tribes who lived here 
skillfully worked copper and iron and had ties with 
Scythia, Transcaucasia, and the Ancient Near East 
[(“Perednyaya Aziya’]. During the early Middle Ages a 
large part of the territory of Chechen-Ingushetiya was 
part of the state association of Alania. In the | 3th-1 4th 
centunes Chechnya underwent repeated attacks by the 
Mongol-Tatars. In the late 14th century Tamerlane’s 
troops destroyed the state of Simsim which existed on 
the territory of Chechen-Ingushetiya; after that the 
Vaynakh tribes underwent a lengthy period of decline. 


The infiltration of Christianity into Chechnya began 
after the 10th century, from Georgia. In the late 16th 
century Islam begzn to spread from Dagestan and later 
(by the first half of the 19th century) became the pre- 
dominant religion. The Chechens (just like the Ingush) 
are members of the indigenous population of the 
Northern Caucasus. The first mentions of them are in 
Armenian written sources of the 7th century under the 
name of Nakhchamatians. Initially the Chechens lived in 
the mountains, dividing into individual territorial 
groups. In the | 5th-16th centuries they moved to the 
plains and the valley of the Terek River and its tribu- 
taries, the Sunzha and the Argun. The population was 
divided into Greater and Lesser Chechnya according to 


FBIS-USR-92-135 
20 October 1992 


place of residence. In the early 18th century the ethnic 
name Chechens (from the aul [mountain village) of 
Chechen) was affirmed for the Nakhcho tribe, and since 
the second half of the 19th century—Ingush (from the 
aul of Angush) for the Galgay tribe. The movement of 
the Ingush from the mountains to the plains occurred in 
the 1 6th-1 7th centuries and was especially intense in the 
18308-18608. The tsarist government encouraged the 
Ingush to move to the plains, since in 1810 most of them 
had voluntarily adopted Russian citizenship. In | 722, 
during the Persian Campaign, Peter the Great visited 
Chechnya. The process of colonization of Chechnya by 
Russia dates from that time. 


In the 1780s the Vaynakhs (Chechens and Ingush) rose 
up to fight against Russian dominion. The movement 
which began in Chechnya under Sheik Mansur engulfed 
virtually all the Northern Caucasus. The movement was 
suppressed by the Russian army in |789. Mansur was 
captured in 1791 and died in the Shlisselburg Fort. 


The Caucasian War (1817-1864) 


In the first half of the 19th century the war of liberation 
of the Chechens and Ingush against the colonial troops 
virtually never ceased. It became especially intense after 
General Ye. P. Yermolov was appointed governor gen- 
eral of the Caucasus in 1816. Russia decided to speed up 
the process of colonization of the Northern Caucasus 
because the link with Transcaucasia was extremely dif- 
ficult (Georgia and Azerbaijan had already been annexed 
to the empire in the early | 9th century) 


Before Yermolov was appointed, Russian army troops 
had made some punitive expeditions against the moun- 
tain dwellers. General Yermolov abandoned such oper- 
ations and changed to a planned incursion deep into 
Chechnya and Mountainous Dagestan by surrounding 
the mountain rayons in a tight circle of fortifications, 
clearing lines through nearly impenetrable woods. laying 
roads, and destroying villages which resisted In 181 7- 
1818 the left flank of the Caucasian Line moved from the 
Terek River to the Sunzha River. The Pregradnyy Camp 
was set up in its middie reach and the Groznaya Fort was 
founded in the lower part of the Sunzha (1818). Large- 
scale combat actions were launched between the sides 


In 1819 the Detached Georgian Corps was renamed the 
Detached Caucasian Corps. Its strength reached $0,000 
men. The Black Sea Cossack Host (about 40,000 men) 
was also enlisted in the combat actions. During this time 
the united Dagestan khans and tribes were attacking the 
Sunzha Line—the Groznaya, Vnezapnaya (founded in 
1819), and the Burnaya (1821!) forts. The Russian army 
gained a number of victories in 1819-1821 and after that 
the domains of these khans became dependent on 
Russia. 


The empire's vigorous actions in the Northern (aucasus 
led to aggravated relations with Turkey and Iran. As the 
result of the wars with Iran in 1826-1828 and with 
Turkey in 1828-1829, which were successful for Russia. 
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it acquired the Yerevan and Nakhichevan khanates and 
established its own control over the Black Sea Coast 
from the mouth of the Kuban to the northern border of 
Adzharia. 


In March 1827 Yermolov was recalled from the Cauca 
sus. Nicholas I's suspicion that Yermolov had partici- 
pated in the Decembrist conspiracy served as the reason. 
The result of Yermolov's activity in the Caucasus was 
the relatively stable subordination of Dagestan, Chech- 
nya, and the Transkuban. Yermolov had dismal memo- 
ries of Chechnya. Later he wrote in his memoirs: “Along 
the lower reach of the Terek live the Chechens, the 
fiercest of the brigands who attack the line. Their society 
has very few people, but they have multiplied extraordi- 
narily in the last several years for they have amicably 
accepted the scoundrels of all other peoples who leave 
their land because of any crime whatsoever. Here they 
have found accomplices who are ready right off either to 
take revenge for them or to participate in robbery, while 
they have served them as loyal guides in lands which 
they themselves do not know. Chechnya can justly be 
called the lair of all brigands.” 


After Yermolov, |. F. Paskevich headed the Russian 
troops in the Caucasus. After evaluating the situation, he 
decided to abandon the tactics of planned incursion and 
seizure of territory and returned to the practice of 
conducting punitive expeditions. This resulted in a loss 
of initiative. However a new stage of the mountain 
dwellers’ national liberation movement developed 
starting in 1828. A Muslim movement to strictly observe 
the rules of the Shariat (the Muslim religious rules) in the 
life of the mountain peoples begatn in Dagestan. At first 
the Vaynakh who observed the rules of the Adat (the 
traditional civil law) did not support the Shariat move- 
ment and even fought with the troops of the Dagestan 
imams. But then gradually they joined the movement of 
Kazi Magomed, who was declared imam in December 
1828 and promoted the idea of uniting the peoples of 
Chechnya and Dagestan 


In 1831 Kazi-Magomed conducted a number of daring 
operations and expanded his power to Chechnya’s tern- 
tory and a large part of Dagestan. In response the new 
commander in chief of Russian troops, General G. V 
Rozen, sent a large expedition to Chechnya. Kazi- 
Magomed's troops were driven back to Dagestan. In 
October 1832 a detachment of Russian troops managed 
to surround Kazi-Magomed in the aul of Gimry, where 
he died in a brutal skirmish. Shamil fought beside him in 
this battle. Penetrating the encirclement with a handful 
of people, Shami! was wounded three times, but despite 
that managed to flee. Two years later he headed the 
Shanat movement and became imam. 


Shami! waged a national liberation struggle under the 
banner of Isiam and began molding the state structure of 
an imamate A Chechen detachment headed by Tashov 
Khadzhi took part in the movement during ths penod. 


But mass participation by Chechens in Shamuil's move- 
ment began in the winter of 1839-1840, when the Rus- 
sian administration of the Caucasus tned to use punitive 
troops to disarm Chechnya. This action led to an 
uprising which encompassed all Chechnya. Greater and 
Lesser Chechnya and the Aukhovs, the Ichkerins, and 
the Karabulaks (major Vaynakh clans which played a 
significant role in the ethnogenesis of the Chechen 
people) rose up under Shamil's banner. The most impor- 
tant battle took place on the Valerik River on 11 July 
1840. As a result of the battles the Russian troops 
occupied all Chechnya. Most of the Chechens who were 
able to carry weapons in their hands escaped to Shamil, 
in northwestern Dagestan 


From 1840 through 1846. despite the reinforcement of 
the Caucasus Corps with an infantry division, Shamil 
gained a number of major victones. He took Avaria, 
consolidated his power in a large part of Dagestan, and 
on the whole doubled the territory of the imamate. By 
this time there were around 20,000 troops under 
Shamil’s command In | 846, alarmed by Shamil’s suc- 
cesses, Russian troops returned to Yermolov's methods 
of subjugating the ( aucasus and after that losses began to 
pursue the mountain dwellers 


The Crimean War of 1853-1856 inspired the mountain 
dwellers’ hope for a turnaround in the situation. A year 
after combat actions began, in the summer of 1854, 
Turkish troops struck a hard blow in the Tiflis axis. At 
this same time Shamil's detachments penetrated the 
fortifications of the Lezgin Line and invaded Kakhetiya. 
Here they captured the smal! town of Tsinandah and 
came into contact with Georgian militiamen. Attempts 
to break their defense and move further south were not 
successful. Then the approaching Russian regiments 
completed the defeat of the imam’s troops. Soon the 
Turkish army was defeated too The failures in battle 
coincided with the growing internal crisis of the 
imamate 


Shamil's struggle under the slogans of a holy war had 
lasted 20 years. The strength of his state was severely 
undermined. During the war Chechnya’s entire territory 
was the site of constant battles The economy had been 
ruined and almost half of the people had penshed. 


After the Crnmean War was over, the Russian army in 
the Caucasus already numbered 200,000 men. Pressure 
on the imamate increased. In Apri! 1859 the aul of 
Vedeno, which was Shamil’s residence, fell. And on 25 
April Russian detachments took the imam’s last refuge, 
the aul of Gunib, by storm. Shami! was captured and 
sent to Russia 


The Caucasian War continued until 1864. Localized 
actions occurred in Chechnya during this time. The most 
serious uprisings were in | 860-1861, 1864, and then in 
1877-1878. In order to strengthen Russian influence in 
the Caucasus. the tsarist government expelled the 
Chechens and Ingush from the “flat” territones and 
moved Cossacks to their lands. As a form of protest 








against such a policy abreks [Caucasian mountain bands 
who fought the Russians in the | 9th century) appeared. 
The abreks attacked the representatives of the local 
administration, officers, and Cossacks and robbed farms 
which appeared on their lands which had been confis- 
cated. Zelimkhan was the most famous abrek in Chech- 
nya. Overall, unrest in Chechnya did not cease until 
1917 


Chechen-Ingushetiya From 1917 Through 1985 


The February revolution raised the mountain dwellers’ 
hopes for national rebirth. The peoples of the Northern 
Caucasus formed the Union of United Mountain 
Dwellers of the Northern Caucasus and Dagestan. 
National ispolkoms were formed in Chechen- 
Ingushetiya as organs of local self-government. The 
democratic movement began to grow. But the failure to 
resolve the land question, which was especially crucial to 
the Chechens and Ingush, led in the fall of 1917 to mass 
demonstrations and armed conflicts between Vaynakhs 
and Cossacks. In November |917-February 1918 peace 
was concluded between the hostile sides and Soviet 
power was declared in Terek Oblast. 


In the years of the civil war (1918-1920) most Chechens 
and Ingush supported the Bolsheviks. In fact, during the 
agrarian reform conducted in the spring of 1918 they 
received a large part of their land confiscated earlier. 
During the period of the dominance of the Denikin 
regime in the Northern Caucasus, Chechen-Ingushetiya 
became the center of anti-White Guard resistance. The 
so-called Northern-Caucasus Emirate of Sheik Uzun- 
Khadzhi, the leader of the Muslim rebel movement, was 
created in the mountains of Chechnya. Prestigious mul- 
lahs and sheiks supported the anti-Denikin demonstra- 
tions in Chechen-Ingushetiya. 


After the Bolsheviks’ victory in the Northern Caucasus 
in the spring of 1920, a military occupation regime was 
set up in the national and Cossack rayons. Instead of 
soviets of people's deputies, which were typical of Cen- 
tral Russia, revkoms [revolutionary committees] made 
up of communists and representatives of the military 
command and the ChK [Cheka] were created in the 
Caucasus. The revkoms tried to destroy the influence of 
the non-Bolshevik intelligentsia and the clergy. Then the 
Mountainous Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic 
was created in the Northern Caucasus in 1921 as a buffer 
between Soviet Russia and the independent republics of 
Transcaucasia. After Transcaucasia was occupied by the 
Red Army, in November 1922 Chechnya was separated 
from the ASSR into an autonomous oblast. The city of 
Groznyy was not part of the oblast but Chechnya’s 
organs of power were located there. On 7 July 1924 the 
Mountainous ASSR was abolished by decision of the 
RSFSR VTsIK [All-Russian Central Executive Com- 
mittee]. The Ingush Autonomous Oblast, the North 
Ossetian Autonomous Oblast, and the Sunzha Cossack 
District were created to replace it. 
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In 1924-1925 the revkoms, the Cheka, and the command 
of the Northern Caucasus Military District conducted a 
number of operations to push aside and destroy the 
noncommunist intelligentsia and representatives of the 
clergy. The demonstrations which occurred in the early- 
1930s in Chechen-Ingushetiya were for the most part 
localized in character. In early 1929 the Chechen Auton- 
omous Oblast, the city of Groznyy along with Groznyy 
Oblast, and the Sunzha Cossack District were combined 
into the Chechen Autonomous Oblast by decision of the 
organs of Soviet power. This was called a measure to 
strengthen the friendship of peoples. In 1929 by order of 
the Northern Caucasus Kray Committee of the VKP (b) 
{All-Union Communist Party (of Bolsheviks)} the local 
administration conducted collectivization in Chechnya. 
During the collectivization violations occurred and 
because of that an uprising under the leadership of Shita 
Istamulov erupted. In 1930 negotiations began between 
the rebels and the Red Army. An agreement was con- 
cluded whereby the rebels would stop the uprising and 
Soviet power would guarantee protection from arbitrary 
rule. In the fall of 1931 the leader of the uprising, Shita 
Istamulov, was shot by the GPU [State Political Admin- 
istration] and his brother Khasan Istamulov organized a 
new detachment which operated from !93! through 
1935. 


In 1932 an uprising erupted in Nozhay-Yurtovskiy 
Rayon and in certain other rayons of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. The executions continued during this time. 
By the fall of 1932 mass arrests had been cari ied out in 
Nozhay-Yurtovskiy Rayon. In 1933 the NKVD [Peo- 
ple’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs} actually pro- 
voked an uprising in Shalinskiy Rayon which the former 
Red partisan Ibragim Geldegen headed. He was killed by 
the Chekists in 1934. 


In 1934 Chechnya and Ingushetiya were combined into 
the Chechen-Ingush Oblast. Viadikavkaz, where the res- 
idences of the governments of North Ossetia and Ingush- 
etiya were located, went to North Ossetia. Before this the 
city had belonged to both sides on parity principles. 
From that time the city of Groznyy became the center of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. In December |936 the Chechen- 
Ingush Autonomous Oblast was transformed into the 
Chechen-Ingush Autonomous Republic In August | 937 
an operation to eliminate “anti-Soviet elements” was 
conducted. During this operation more than |0,000 
people were arrested in Chechnya and Ingushetiya and in 
the city of Groznyy. Numerous trials were held. Virtually 
all the leaders—from the rayon authorities to the 
employees of the republic organs of Chechen- 


Ingushetiya—were arrested. 


At the same time uprisings and the break-up of the 
kolkhozes began on the territory of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. The most well known was the uprising of 
Khasan Israilov, which had already begun in the winter 
of 1940. 
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In February |940 Israilov had already seized part of 
Shatoyevskiy Rayon. The Provisional People's Revolu- 
tionary Government of Chechen-Ingushetiya, which 
Israilov himself headed, was proclaimed at the congress 
in Galanchozhe. The end of the war with Finland some- 
what dampened this movement and Israilov suffered 
several defeats, but part of mountainous Chechnya 
which had not been captured by the Soviet troops 
remained under the power of the Provisional People's 
Revolutionary Government. 


The war of 1941-1945 revived the rebel movement in 
the mountains of Chechen-Ingushetiya. Among other 
things, the former procurator of Chechen-Ingushetiya, 
Mayrbek Sheripov, the brother of the well-known 
leader of the Bolsheviks of Chechnya in 1917, started 
an uprising in Shatoye and Itum-Kale. Sheripov joined 
the Israilov rebels. The rebels’ unified military head- 
quarters was set up in that place and the rebel govern- 
ment was reorganized. In June 1942 the rebel govern- 
ment issued an appeal to the Chechen-Ingush people 
which said that the Caucasian peoples were awaiting 
the Germans as guests and would be hospitable to them 
only if they granted complete recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the Caucasus. 


In 1942 in the spring Soviet planes bombarded Chechen- 
Ingushetiya twice. There were victims in the mountains. 
In certain auls there were more inhabitants killed by 
Soviet airplanes than remained alive. Here it should be 
emphasized that during the German occupation of the 
Northern Caucasus in the summer of 1942 the Germans 
did not manage to capture the territory of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. Nonetheless Stalin's government accused 
the Chechen and Ingush peoples of treachery and on 23 
February |944 organized their mass expulsion to Kaza- 
khstan and Uzbekistan. Those auls which were in the 
mountains and inaccessible were simply destroyed. 
Among other things evidence remains that the inhabit- 
ants were drowned in Kezenoy-Am Lake, burned in 
buildings, showered with grenades in stone towers, and 
the like. Under the influence of these facts, in 1944 the 
rebel movement erupted in the mountains of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya with new force. Representatives of this 
movement used the prerevolutionary tactics of the 
abreks and from the mountains attacked the administra- 
tion, the military, and Russian emigrants. Several 
NKVD divisions were sent to Chechen-Ingushetiya to 
eliminate this movement and by the mid-! 950s the rebel 
uprising in Chechen-Ingushetiya had been virtually elim- 
inated. But even into the 1960s there were partisans 
hiding in the mountains who had ceased terrorist activity 
after the restoration of the republic but were hiding from 
the authornties and continuing to take vengeance on 
representatives of the KGB. 


In 1957 the Chechen-Ingush ASSR was restored. But 
some of the rayons were given to Georgia, Stavropol 
Kray, Dagestan, and North Ossetia and did not become 
part of the restored territory. Instead the Chechen- 
Ingush rayons which were part of Stavropol Kray were 
separated out and Naurskiy and Shelkovskiy rayons were 


joined to the Chl ASSR. Most of the population of these 
rayons were Terek Cossacks. Nogais also lived in Shelk- 
ovekiy Rayon. Measures were taken to resettle the 
Chechens and | from the mountainous rayons to 
Cossack ones in 19608-19708 at the initiative of the 
local apparat of the CPSU in order to carry out an 
assimilationist policy in Chechen-Ingushetiya. The result 
was not assimilation bul, on the contrary, the spread of 
the Chechen-Ingush population in these rayons and the 
departure of the Cossacks. In particular, in Sunzhenskiy 
Rayon the overwhelming majority are Chechens and 
Ingush, in Naurskiy Rayon—Chechens, and in Shelk- 
ovskiy Rayon there is also a significant proportion of 
Chechens. 


After the restoration of the republic there were no major 
actions in the years 1957-1980 


In 1982 at Suslov's initiative campaigns were conducted 
in the national republics of the USSR to celebrate their 
“voluntary inclusion” in Russia. A group of Chechen 
and Ingush intelligentsia protested this celebration 


Political History of Chechen-Ingushetiya in 
1985-1991 


At first the perestroyka which had begun in March | 985 
had no fundamental impact on the political life of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. As before the first secretary of the 
CPSU obkom, Viadimir Konstantinovich Foteyev, 
enjoyed full power in the autonomous republic and the 
chief of the obkom department. Pave! Nikolayevich 
Gromov, and the author of the concept of the “voluntary 
inclusion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in Russia.’ Professor 
Vitaliy Borisovich Vinogradov, sinctly controlled ide- 
ology. Moreover, in 1985-1986 it seemed that the party 
reactionaries got even stronger in the Chi ASSR. An 
unprecedented outbreak of “Vinogradovism” began— 
hundreds of articles, brochures. and speeches on radio 
and television and conferences and seminars propagan- 
dized Vinogradov's historical concept, and all scholarly 
opponents and critics of the concept were deprived of the 
opportunity to give public statements. persecuted, and 
driven from their jobs. 


The first signs of the changes were the criticism of the 
historical aspect of the Vinogradov theory by histonans 
of Dagestan in 1987. Journals from the neighboring 
republic with articles “against Vinogradov” were dis- 
seminated among the intelligentsia of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya sem:-illegally, for the anti- Vinogradov mate- 
nals were considered by republic authorities and the 
KGB as “subversive” and even “anti-Soviet.” 


However, the development of glasnost and relative 
freedom of the press in central Russia and the ever- 
increasing criticism of Vinogradov's concept in the 
neighboring autonomous republics (Dagestan. North 
Ossetia, and Kabardino-Balkaria) caused the activation 
of public thought and discontent among the national 

with the continuing party ideological dik- 
tat. During 1987 tension in society steadily increased 











and by the end of the year only a pretext was needed to 
spur the spontaneously forming opposition to action. 


The news of the construction of the Gudermes Biochem- 
ical Plant (BCP) to produce lysine became such a pretext. 
In February |988 a construction engineer from Guder- 
mes, Ruslan Ezbulatov, published information that 
lysine was a threat to the health of the republic's resi- 
dents. At R. Ezbulatov's initiative, rallies of many thou- 
sands of citizens who demanded that the construction of 
the BCP be stopped were held ¢hroughout April in 
Gudermes. The procurator's office of the city of 
Gudermes and then the republic procurator's office tned 
to frghten the initiators of the mass demonstrations and 
an investigation was mounted against R. Ezbulatov for 
“organizing a conspiracy in order to do economic harm 
to the state,’ but the genie of the informal movement 
had already been freed from the bottle. Rallies against 
the construction of the Gudermes BCP began in the 
capital of the autonomous republic, the city of Groznyy. 
During the Groznyy rallies in the spring and summer of 
1988, Khozh-Akhmed Bisultanov, an engineer of the 
Vtorchermet Association, stood out for his activism and 
intransigence, he later became the first leader of the 
informals of Chechen-Ingushetiya. 


By the summer of 1988 the group of initiators of the 
mass movement in Groznyy had united into the “Union 
To Promote Perestroyka” and soon reorganized into the 
Popular Front of the Chl ASSR under the chairmanship 
of Kh.-A. Bisultanov. From the summer of | 988 until the 
fall of 1990 Kh.-A. Bisultanov's Popular Front was the 
main opposition to the party-Soviet leadership of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. The Front's rallies assembied 
many thousands of people on Lenin Square in Groznyy 
and were a serious problem for the republic authorities. 


Very soon Bisultanov and his comrades in arms moved 
from nature protection slogans to political demands. The 
Popular Front of the Chl ASSR demanded that sociopo- 
litical life be democratized and more objective coverage 
of events in the republic be provided on television and in 
the mass information media. The slogan of restoring 
historical truth about the past of the Vaynakh (Chechen- 
Ingush) people and exposure of the semofficial concept 
of the “voluntary inclusion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in 
Russia” became some of the main demands of the 
Popular Front. Another important demand of the PF 
was the point on abolishing the unspoken prohibition 
against Chechens and Ingush certain posts in the 
leadership of the Chl ASSR. At rallies the PF speakers 
advocated exposing the party-management mafia, 
restoring the national culture. language, and traditions, 
and so on 


The Chi ASSR authorities at first simply tned to ignore 
the activities of the Popular Front, but by the start of 
1989 the rales organized by Bisultanov's supporters 
began to represent a real danger to the stability of the 
party regime. Impressed by the PF rallies in Groznyy, 
other informal organizations began to appear, the 
national intelligentsia began to express its dissatisfaction 
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more vigorously, and the first signs of “intellectual 
ferment’’ appeared in the rayons of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. The local authorities’ attempts to discredit 
Bisultanov's movement using television and newspaper 
articles only produced the opposite resuli—the residents 
of Chechen-Ingushetiya, like all Soviet citizens, who 
knew very well how to read “between the lines,”’ sifted 
out the ideological “sauce” and obtained interesting 
material on the PF measures. In carly 1989 all the 
elements of the republic's punitive system were pul into 
effect against the PF: the KGB, the militsia, and the 
procurator's office. Courts inspired by phone calls from 
the CPSU obkom se:.tenced the PF leaders to vanous 
fines, but when the militsia (obviously at the KGB's 
orders) tried to arrest Kh.-A. Bisultanov, PF supporters 
blockaded the court building and their leader had to be 
released. 


In 1988 the scientific-educational society “Caucasus” 
and the Popular Front To Promote Perestroyka (PFPP) 
appeared. The “Caucasus” Society was officially consid- 
ered a debate club under the Chechen-Ingush Obkom of 
the All-Union Komsomol and united young representa- 
tives of the national intelligentsia who wanted to study 
the Vaynakhs’ history and culture. In | 989 the society's 
activists headed by its chairman, Candidate of Philolog- 
ical Sciences §. Dzhamirzayev, undertook massive and 
very impartial criticism of the semiofficial concept of the 
“voluntary inclusion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in Russia” 
and the methods of activity of Professor Vinogradov's 
group. The Vinogradov supporters’ attempts to ban the 
activity of the “Caucasus” Society were blocked by the 
chief of obkom affairs of the All-Union Komsomol, 
Khezir Bugayev. and Luiza Bankurova, who sympa- 
thized with the society's patnotic goals. Later conflicts 
arose among the “Caucasus” leadership, several 
chairman and two “tnumvirates” were replaced before 
jurist Bek Mezhidov became the head of the society 


The Popular Front To Promote Perestroyka, as is cer- 
tainly obvious from the name, was devised as an alter- 
native to the Popular Front of the Chl ASSR under the 
leadership of Kh.-A. Bisultanov, but it did not become 
such an influential organization. The chairman of the 
PFPP was Lecha Saligov and Dadash Aliyev, Moviadi 
Asuyev, Ramzan Goytemirov, Besian Kostoyev, Khasolt 
Akiyev, Isa Arsamikov, and others were members of the 
leadership. In February | 989 the PFPP managed to hold 
several rallies and afterwards L. Saligov received a 
warning from the procurator’s office of the Chl ASSR. 
“wn the event that such actions are committed, you 
may be brought to responsibility, even criminal respon- 
sibility, for cruminal insult and slander.” The publishing 
activity of the PFPP had much more impact on the 
sociopolitical life of Chechen-Ingushetiya than their ral- 
lies. In January |989 the first informal bulletin in the 
republic came out—the PFPP organ NIYSO [sic] (Jus- 
tice), whose editor in chief was L. Saligov himself. 
Despite the relatively inoffensive content (the bulk of the 
matenals were devoted to probiems of history, including 
Vinogradov's infamous concept), the appearance of the 
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first opposition press organ alarmed the Chl ASSR 
authorities. In May 1989 at a meeting of the party 
committee of Chechen-Ingush State University a 
number of instructors (including two professors) were 
forced to express “regret” regarding the publication of 
their materials in the SPRAVEDLIVOST [Justice] bul- 


letin. 


The elections for people's deputies of the USSR held in 
April 1989 had a great deal of influence on the republic's 
sociopolitical life. Elected as a member of the deputy 
corps was the first secretary of the CPSU obkom, V. K. 
Foteyev, whose unceremonious and authoritarian style 
increasingly irritated the community of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. Soon Foteyev became chairman of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet Committee on Issues of Glasnost 
and Appeals of Citizens, and because of that he gave up 
the post of party leader of the Chl ASSR. In June 1989 
the buro of the Chechen-Ingush Obkom of the CPSU 
elected as first secretary Doku Zavgayev, who used to 
work as the second secretary of the obkom and handled 
questions of agriculture. 


D. Zavgayev became the first Chechen to hold the post of 
head of Chechen-Ingushetiya in all the years of Soviet 
power, and consequently this appointment caused the 
nationalist sentiments of the Vaynakh population to 
increase and activated social life. 


With Zavgayev coming to leadership the time of liberal- 
ization of the party regime in the Chl ASSR began: the 
ideological diktat of the communist organs and the KGB 
relaxed, a great deal of freedom of action appeared for 
informa! organizations, and a number of independent 
newspapers and journals appeared. After Professor V_ B. 
Vinogradov ceased to be the unofficial “chief ideologist” 
of the CPSU obkom, the conception of the “voluntary 
inclusion of Chechen-Ingushetiya in Russia” was com- 
pletely defeated by the republic's historians and 
Vinogradov himself lost influence in the “corndors of 
power.” Instead of “Vinogradovites” the ideological 
organs of Chechen-Ingushetiya were headed by a liberal! 
“VUZ group” of instructors at Chechen-Ingush State 
University and the Pedagogical Institute who had been 
out of favor. Thus, a professor and doctor of philosoph- 
ical scrences, Andarbek Yandarov, became secretary of 
the CPSU obkom and (simultaneously) chief of the 
obkom's ideological department, a docent and candidate 
of philosophical sciences, Ramzan Mezhidov, became 
chief of the obkom’s international relations department, 
a docent and candidate of historical sciences, Abdula 
Bugayev, became chairman of a Chl ASSR Supreme 
Soviet Committee, the prorector of the pedagogical 
institute, Taymaz Abubakarov, became minister of eco- 
nomics, forecasting, and labor, and there were others. 
The “VUZ group” represented the “leftist,” reformist 
wing of the party-Soviet leadership of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. However, the “mght-wing” communists had 
sufficiently great influence to affect the Chl ASSR gov- 
ernment'’s political course. The former patron of 
“Vinogradovism,” P. Gromov, who became second sec- 
retary, headed the “Zhelezobeton” [reinforced concrete] 
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group in the CPSU obkom. Among comrades in arms 
were the first secretary of the Groznyy Gorkom of the 
CPSU, V. Kutsenko, the first deputy chairman of the 
Chi ASSR Supreme Soviet, A. Petrenko (a KGB colo- 
nel), the elite of the republic's KGB, the minister of 
internal affairs, U. Alsultanov, and others. As events 
developed in the country and in the republic, the influ- 
ence of the “right” steadily declined, while the VUZ 
liberals increasingly became the bulwark for the nomen- 
klatura “center” and Zavgayev himself. 


In the fall of 1989 public life in Ingushetiya became more 
lively. The People’s Union “Niyskho” (Justice) emerged 
in the historical center of the Ingush lands, the city of 
Nazran, and that Union promoted the slogans of the 
formation of an Ingush Republic and the return of 
Prgorodnyy Rayon to Ingushetiya, which during the 
expulsion of the Chechens and Ingush in 1944 had been 
taken from the Chl ASSR and added to North Ossetia. 
The leaders of “Niyskho” as well as representatives of 
the Ingush intelligentsia who lived in Groznyy convened 
the Second Congress of the Ingush People on 9-10 
September |989 in Groznyy (considering that the first 
congress was held in 1919 at the dawn of Soviet Power). 
Following the political program of the “Niyskho"’ 
Union, the Congress demanded on behalf of the Ingush 
people that an Ingush Autonomous Republic be formed 
within the RSFSR and Prgorodnyy Rayon be returned. 
The Organizing Committee To Restore the Autonomy of 
Ingushetiya was elected on |0 September and was sup- 
posed to execute the Congress's decisions. The leader of 
“Niyskho,” Isa Kodzoyev, a teacher and former political 
prisoner, was elected the Organizing Committee's first 
chairman. But in late 1989 members of the Organizing 
Committee who were dissatisfied with the activities and 
methods of Kodzoyev's leadership removed him and 
elected Professor Beksultan Seynaroyev, a judge in 
Leninskiy Rayon in the city of Groznyy, chairman of the 
Organizing Committee. From that moment the Ingush 
National Movement divided into two parts: the radicals 
from “Niyskho” and the moderate supporters of the 
Organizing Committee To Restore the Autonomy of 
Ingushetiya. In early 1990 I. Kodzoyev tned to organize 
an “extraordinary congress” in Nazran and elect a new 
Organizing Committee from “Niyskho” supporters, but 
this action did not find support among most Ingush. 


In 1990 Bisultanov’s Popular Front remained the 
leading informal organization of Chechen-Ingushetiya. 
After a short period of political calm brought about by 
the euphoria connected with the election of the Chechen 
Zavgayey as first secretary of the obkom, mass rallies of 
the PF were resumed in Groznyy. The scope of activity 
of Bisultanov's organization promoted the emergence of 
local Popular Fronts in a number of rayons of the Chl 
ASSR. At the start of the year opposition groups which 
became the initiators of protest rallies with thousands of 
people appeared in the republic's rural rayons, which 
used to be the bulwark of stability and conservatism. The 
demands of the ralliers in almost all rayons were the 
same—remove the old leaders of the rayons from their 
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posts. People who had been brought to despair by the 
uncontrolled, arbitrary rule of the party-management 
mafia were prepared to try to achieve their demands in 
full on the rayon center squares. The republic authorities 
were forced to resort to concessions and as a result of this 
campaign, which was named the “spring leaf-fall of first 
secretaries,” seven first secretanes of raykoms as well as 
a number of local responsible party and Soviet function- 
anes were replaced in February-March |990. Of course 
the leader of the Chi ASSR D. Zavgayev did not fail to 
take advantage of the results of the “spring leaf-fall” and 
placed his own supporters in the key posts freed up in the 
rayons. It was only in Achkhoy-Martanovskiy Rayon 
that an apparaichik did not become first secretary of the 
raykom, there the jurist Sh. Gadayev, who had been 
expelled from the ( PSU at one ume and was formerly 
one of the activists of the republic's informal movement, 
took over 


In March |990 elections of people's deputies of the 
RSFSR and the Chi ASSR were held. Although just as 
during the | 989 elections the election campaign brought 
victory to the official candidates, a number of activists of 
the informa! movement still managed to overcome the 
nomenkiatura’s resistance and achieve success. Thus, 
most of the deputies of the RSFSR from Chechen- 
Ingushetiya joined the “Democratic Russia” bloc, while 
in the election Professor R. |. Khasbulatov beat P. N. 
Gromov, the second secretary of the CPSU obkom. The 
Chi ASSR Supreme Soviet consisted almost completely 
of loyal representatives of the republic's “partkhozaktiv" 
|party-management aktiv}, but even there a few indepen- 
dent deputies managed to get in: Kh.-A. Brsultanova, 
Khuseyn Akhmadov, Lema Usmanov, Shepa Gadayev. 
|. Kodzoyev, Viadimir Bogach, and others. These depu- 
ties organized an opposition parliamentary faction 
“Democratic Initiative’ (the leaders were Ganga 
Elmurzayeva, Yuriy Chernyy, and Viadimir Tamarov), 
which because of its small numbers was unable to have a 
serious impact on the coordinated work of the basic 
deputy corps of the Chil ASSR Supreme Soviet. D. G. 
Zavgayevy was clected chairman of the republic's 
Supreme Soviet, and mght up until September 1991 he 
combined the posts of state and party leader of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya. The process of “transfer of power to Soviet 
organs” began in the summer of | 990—the secretanes of 
the CPSU obkom became members of the Chil ASSR 
Supreme Soviet Presidium and party functionanes were 
appointed ministers and chairmen of parliamentary 
committees. The new ruling elite was made up of mem- 
bers of the Chl ASSR Supreme Soviet Presidium and the 
buro of the CPSU obkom. 


Soon after the elections to the republic's Supreme Soviet 
mass rallies of the Popular Front were resumed. The 
actions of Bisultanov's supporters took place on the steps 
of the tall building of the CPSU obkom and in fact 
blocked the work of party functionaries. The PF 
demanded that the buro of the CPSU obkom and the 
chairman of the Supreme Soviet Zavgayev resign, socio- 
political life be democratized, and so on. On 22 March 
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the CPSU obkom and gorkom along with managers of 
mayor enterprises of Groznyy organized an “alternative 
rally” on Lenin Square where along with the employees 
of party organs representatives of the “constructive 
opposition forces” spoke in defense of the buro of the 
CPSU obkom, these forces included the leaders of the 
PFPP and the “Caucasus” and “Bart” societies. The 
next day PF activists were removed from the obkom 
building by mulitsia units and the rallies continued at 
Dinamo Stadium. During the summer and fal! of |990 
the actions of Bisultanov's supporters at Dinamo Sta- 
dium gradually diminished in scale and significance The 
Popular Front in fact had exhausted the program of its 
demands and its leaders had no new ideas. So in the fall 
of 1990 the influence of the PF fell sharply and the Front 
itself became a minor political group. After Kh-A 
Bisultanov was appointed general director of Vtorcher- 
met, conflicts began in the PF Central Council. A group 
of council members accused chairman Bisultanoy of 
taking money from the PF treasury but could not prove 
the accusation and were expelled from the organization 
In December | 990 the PF split—a large part remained 
under Bisultanov's leadership, while the others tned to 
create a “purged Popular Front” (D. Utsmiyev, L 
Dukayev, B. Umkhayev, and others). After the 
December split the PF disappeared as a mass organiza- 
tion altogether 


A new political force which became the main powerful 
opposition to Zavgayev's government appeared in the 
summer of 1990 in Chechen-Ingushetiya. The leaders of 
the new opposition were representatives of young 
Chechen informals from vanous social strata who had 
united into the Chechen society “Bart” (Consent) in the 
summer of 1989. By the spring of | 990 the “Bart” group 
had consolidated its positions and issued a bulletin 
under the same name. The “Bart” leaders, Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev, Lema Usmanov, and Musa Temuishev. 
founded the Vaynakh Democratic Party (VDP) in 
Groznyy on 5 May | 990. At first the VDP retained the 
image of “constructive opposition” and at rallies the 
party leaders demonstrated ° “loyalty” to Zavgayev and 
disagreement with the “extremists” from the Popular 
Front. In the fall of 1990 the VDP became the leading 
Opposition organization and openly opposed the repub- 
lic’s elite. While the PF was increasingly departing from 
the political arena, the VDP rallies were attracting 


masses of people. 


The VDP leaders considered forming a sovereign 
Vaynakh (Chechen-Ingush) Republic as an independent 
State in an equal Union of SSR's their main goal. The 
VDP program included slogans for reviving the national 
institution “Mekhk kkhel” (Council of Elders), sepa 
rating atheism from the state, giving priority to repre- 
sentatives of the indigenous nation in assigning cadres in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya, stopping artificial migration to 
and from the Chi ASSR, and others. At first the party's 
demands were national-democratic in character, com- 
bining the ideas of national rebirth and democratic 
renewal, but in time the general democratic part of the 
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V DP program became secondary and in fact turned into 
empty words, after which the VDP became a radical 
navionalist organization. 


in mid- 1990 «t became clear that the process of rebirth of 
the national culture, language, traditions, and histoncal 
memory in Chechen-Ingushetiya was posing serous 
problems which had to be resolved from common 
national positions Recognizing this, the Chechen intel- 
ligenisia issued an initiative to hold a Chechen National 
Congress. || was proposed that specific questions of the 
development of literature, art, research in the fields of 
history and philology, and the like be examined at the 
Congress) Political groups who intended to use the 
national idea for their own publicity supported the 
notion of holding a Congress of Chechnya. The Orga- 
nizing Committee To Convene a Chechen National 
Congress appeared in Groznyy in September 1990 and 
prestigious representatives of the intelligentsia, the 
writers Abuzar Aydamirov and Musa Akhinadov, the 
poet Apt: Bisultanov, Professor Yavus Akhmadov, and 
others. were the basis of the Congress. Supporters of the 
liberal wing of the republic's elite and radical activists 
from the VDP were also members of the izing 
Committee. People’s deputy of the Chl and 
deputy manager of Dorremstroy Trust, Lechi 
Umkhayev, who was close to the “VUZ group” of the 
republic's leaders, became the chairman of the Orga- 
nizing Commuttee To Convene a Chechen National 
Congress 


The head of Chechen-Ingushetiya, D. G. Zavgayev, 
supported the idea of holding a Chechen National Con- 
gress, apparently counting on using the Congress to 
consolidate his shaken influence in the national rayons 
of Chechnya and at the same time to secure the sympa- 
umes of influential representatives of the Chechen intel- 
ligentsia 


The Chechen National Congress was held on 23-25 
November |990 in the Groznyy circus building. Zav- 
gaye’ spoke at the Congress and promised to promote 
the national rebirth of Chechnya. The idea of sover- 
cignty became the main slogan of the Congress and the 
bulk of the speeches were devoted to problems of the 
political, histoncal, and economic justification for state 
independence. On behalf of the Chechen people the 
Congress declared the sovereignty of the Chechen 
Republic Nokhchi-cho. This declaration did not have 
legal force but was an important factor influencing the 
Chi ASSR Supreme Soviet, which — those days was 
preparing to discuss the question the status of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. 


The day after the Chechen National Congress ended, the 
session of the republic's Supreme Soviet began to discuss 
various drafts of the “Declaration on Sovereignty.” As a 
result of the discussion in which representatives of the 
Nationa! Congress also took part, the Chl ASSR adopted 
the “Declaration on State Sovereignty of the Chechen- 
Ingush Republic” on 27 November 1990, thereby 
changing both the status and the official name of 
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Chechen-Ingushetiya. According to the Declaration, the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic (ChIR) was declared a sover- 
eign state which would sign the |/nion and federative 
treaties on an equal basis. Al the insistence of the Ingush 
deputies of the Supreme Soviet, it was stipulated that the 
ChIR would not sign treaties until the Ingush lands of 
Prigorodnyy Rayon seized and given to North Ossetia 
were returned. 


In actual fact the “Declaration on the State Sovereignty 
of the ChIR™ did not change the state of affairs in the 
republic and made almost no change in the character of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya’s ties with the Union and Russian 
center. But this step played a quite important role in 
strengthening the positions of D Zavgayey and his 
supporters in Chechen-Ingushetiya and helped the 
authority of the leaders of the ChIR mse on the Lnion- 
federal level. In addition the idea of “state sovereignty” 
allowed the joca! functionaries to block laws and ukases 
of the democratic authornties of the Russian Federation 
in the event the federal enactments affected the interests 
of the party-Soviet elite (for example, the RSFSR 
Supreme Soviet decree banning combining the posts of 
state and party leader, the Lkase of the RSFSR President 
on Departization of State Enterprises and Institutions, 
and others). But in those cases where ties with Russia 
were essential, the ChIR leaders invanably announced 
that “Chechen-Ingushetiya has not withdrawn from any- 


thing.” 


This position of the republic leadership did not suit the 
radical nationalists. In December 1990 the VDP and 
organizations close to it (the Green Movement, the 
Islamic Party of Rebirth, the “Islamic Path Party, and 
the “Caucasus” Society) created an opposition bloc, the 
“National Movement of the Chechen People” (NMChP) 
whose main goals were the struggle to realize the idea of 
“national sovereignty” of the Chechen Republic and the 
desire to unite the peoples of the Northern Caucasus into 
a confederative state outside the RSFSR. The new coa- 
lition launched mass actions against the ChIR Supreme 
Soviet elite and the republic committee (reskom) of the 
CPSU (as the obkom began to be called). The events in 
the Persian Gulf became the pretext for the demonstra- 
tions. Numerous rallies and demonstrations of solidarity 
with Iraq were held on Lenin Square in the center of 
Groznyy from December |990 through February | 99! 
The leaders of the VDP and Islamic fundamentalists 
were the initiators of these rallies and the “Committee of 
the Social Movement in Defense of Iraq” (CSMDI) 
headed by Abdula Aliyev was created for organizational 
leadership of the demonstrations The participants in the 
rallies also raised questions of ecology and the rebirth of 
national traditions and religion. protested against the 
outrages of the Soviet army in the Baltic countries, and 
the like. The solidarity actions in defense of Iraq helped 
substantially increase the influence of the NMChP bloc 
parties, above all the VDP, amore the poorest part of the 
population of Chechen-Ingushetiva) The impovernshed 
masses of the “surplus rural population” became the 
main social base of the radical nationalists 











Soon a fight developed between the political groups 
represented in the executive committee of the Chechen 
National Congress which was created to execute the 
forum's decisions. Major General Dzhokhar Dudayev 
was clected chairman of the executive committee and 
according to the Congress organizers’ plan was supposed 
to become a “figurehead general,’ while the real leader 
of the executive committee would be the first deputy 
chairman, L. Umkhayey. As long as L. Umkhayev 
headed the executive committee, its activity did not 
alarm the ruling structures. The executive committee of 
the Congress was at this time “loyal opposition” and its 
leaders, who were close to the liberal wing of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet Presidium and the CPSU reskom, were 
fairly mild in criticizing Zavgayev's gov. mmment. 


But a group of activists of the V DP and other parties also 
managed to take good positions in the executive com- 
mittee of the Chechen National Congress two deputy 
chairmen of the executive committee, the chairmen of 
the commissions On state construction and foreign rela- 
tions, and others were representatives of the VDP. In 
early 1991 the radical nationalists managed to put heavy 
pressure on the liberals, and after the chairman of the 
executive commiutiee, General D. Dudayev, began to 
support them, the victory of the NMChP line in the 
executive committee was secured In the spring of 1991 
D. Dudayev made the decision to personally head the 
executive committee's work and L_ LU mkhayev's group 
was removed from leadership for good 


Meanwhile the ChIR Supreme Soviet. following the lead 
of the political course of Gorbachev and Lukyanov. 
canceled the referendum on introducing the post of 
president of the RSFSR, referring to the Declaration on 
Sovereignty. But at the initiative of Ingush national 
organizations counting on the aid of Russia's democratic 
leadership in the matter of returning the annexed lands 
of Ingushetiya, the federa! referendum was all the same 
held in three Ingush rayons of the ChIR (Nazranovskiy 
Mailgobekskiy. and Sunzhenskiy rayons) Taking part in 
it were 84.4 percent of the population of these rayons (as 
an example, 34 percent of the rayons’ population took 
part in the Union referendum). and of them 89.3 percent 
voted to introduce the post of president (22.9 percent 
who participated in the Umion referendum voted to 
preserve the USSR). In March-Apri! 1991 rallies of many 
thousands of Ingush were held in Nazran and they 
demanded that Pngorodnyy Rayon be returned. In mid- 
April the radicals from the “Niyskho” Party decided to 
begin more decisive actions and announced the start of a 
“peace march to Viadikavkaz.” Although the “march” of 
the Niyskho members was soon canceled. the authorities 
of North Ossetia took advantage of the tense situation on 
the border with Ingushetiya and on !9 Apni 1991 
declared a state of emergency in Prgorodnyy Rayon and 
Viadikavkaz and also intensified the discnmunatory 
measures against [ngush living in Ossetia 


In April relations between the iIngush and Cossacks 
living in Sunzhenskiy Rayon senously worsened. First, 
on 7 April the ataman of the Sunzhenskiy Cossack 
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Department, A. |. Podkolzin, was killed, and then on 28 
April a clash occurred between the Ingush and Cossacks 
in the Cossack village of Troitskaya, resulting in the 
death of five Cossacks and three Ingush. The interethnic 
situation in the republic, which formerly had been rela- 
tively good, began to deteriorate sharply. The Cossack 
Organizations of the city of Groznyy and the Sunzhen- 
skiy, Shelkovskiy, and Naurskiy rayons of the ChIR 
which appeared during 1990 as well as those of the 
neighboring republics and oblasts displayed anti- 
Vaynakh propaganda and demanded that the “Cossack” 
rayons be separated from Chechen-Ingushetiya. In 
response the radical nationalist groups and the informal 
press of the republic criticized the Cossack movement, at 
times in very sharp and rough terms. During this time 
the exodus of Russian-speaking population from the 
ChIR increased, above all from Sunzhenskiy Rayon. 


The greater interethnic tension created favorable condi- 
tions for radical nationalists to step up activity. On 25 
May 1991 the chairman of the executive committee of 
the Chechen National Congress, General D. Dudayev, 
announced at a meeting with representatives of the 
intelligentsia that the ChIR Supreme Soviet had not 
earned the confidence of the Chechen people and should 
dissolve itself, since because of the adoption of the 
Declaration on Sovereignty this organ of a former 
“autonomy with the nghts of a colony” had lost the nght 
to act as the lawful power of a sovereign republic. D. 
Dudayev and people who thought like him called the 
activity of the ChIR Supreme Soviet “unlawful usurpa- 
tron of power” and declared that the only organ empow- 
ered by the Chechen people was the executive committee 
of the Congress, which was prepared to assume the 
functions of executive power The radical nationalists 
openly announced their goal—to overthrow the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet and seize power, but the leadership of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya in fact ignored this act. The second 
session of the National Congress of Chechnya held in 
Groznyy on 8-9 June 199! was surrounded by an infor- 
mation blockade. At this session the leaders of the 
executive committee headed by Dudayev managed to 
adopt the decision to overthrow the ChIR Supreme 
Soviet along with its chairman Zavgayev and to proclaim 
the sovereign Chechen Republic Nokhchi-cho. The exec- 
utive committee of the Congress, renamed the executive 
committee of the National Congress of the Chechen 
People (NCChP), was declared the provisional organ of 
power on the terntory of Nokhchi-cho. A group of 
moderate-liberal members of the executive committee 
headed by L. Umkhayev spoke out against the plans for 
seizing power, but they were defeated and as a sign of 
protest withdrew from the executive committee. A 
member of the VDP Council, Yu. Soslambekov, became 
the first deputy chairman, the chairman of the VDP, Z. 
Yandarbiyev, and a people's deputy of the ChIR, Kh. 
Akhmadov, were elected deputies, and activists of the 
VDP and other parties of the radical nationalist bloc 
became members of the presidium of the NCChP exec- 
ulive committee. 
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In the first half of June 1991 the struggle between the 
government and the opposition centered around the 
question of holding elections of the RSFSR president in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya. The NCChP executive committee 
and the VDP opposed holding the elections in view of 
the assertion that as a sovereign state the ChIR could not 
be a part of any state. The leaders of the party-Soviet 
regime preferred not to make an open break with Russia 
and carried the decision to hold the presidential elec- 
tions through the ChIR Supreme Soviet. Approximately 
a week before the elections, Zavgayev and his supporters, 
who had previously expressed sympathy with the official 
candidate of the CPSU Central Committee, Ryzhkov, 
unexpectedly announced their support of Boris Yeltsin. 
The sudden turnaround of the republic authorities mark- 
edly strengthened the government's authority both in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya itself and in the center. But Zav- 
gayev's ratings rose especially after in early July 1991 the 
buro of the CPSU reskom rather sharply condemned the 
CPSU Central Committee Secretariat decree of 13 June 
“On Certain Problems Related to the Rehabilitation of 
Repressed Peoples,’ which made an attempt to repu- 
diate certain provisions of the RSFSR Law on Rehabil- 
itation of Repressed Peoples, in particular the point 
regarding the terrntonal rehabilitation and return of 
annexed lands. The decree of the reskom buro declared 
the provisions and findings of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee Secretariat on this issue invalid and the evalua- 
tion of the condition of interethnic relations in the ChIR 
wrong 


In the summer of 1991 the leader of Chechen- 
ingushetiya, D. Zavgayev, and his supporters, after 
sensing a decisive change in the masses’ sentiments 
toward democracy and reforms rejected the previous 
pro-Gorbachev “centrist” course and changed to a “‘left- 
centrist’ policy of maneuvering between the Kremlin 
and the White House. In internal affairs the republic 
leadership chose an “enlightened regime” of political 
conservatism and economic reforms (following the 
example of N. Nazarbayev’s regime in Kazakhstan) as 
the ideal. In order to smooth over the unfavorable 
impressions from the Apmil events in Ingushetiya and 
regain the republic's reputation as an oasis of political 
and interethnic stability, the ChIR authorities held a 
Congress of Peoples of Chechen-Ingushetiya on 21-22 
June, and according to the organizers’ scenario it dem- 
onstrated the national consolidation and accord of all 
peoples in order to perform the socioeconomic tasks. 
The statements at the Congress had nothing in common 
with serious discussion of the problems which had arisen 
in the sphere of interethnic relations and were mainly for 


propaganda purposes. 


In July 1991 Zavgayev’s government began to make 
preparations for economic reforms. First the structure of 
the ChIR administrative organs was reorganized. Instead 
of 10 different committees and departments two minis- 
tnes were created: the Ministry of Economics, Propa- 
ganda, and Labor and the Ministry of Production of 
Consumer Goods and Domestic Services. The Com- 
mittee for Antimonopoly Policy and Support of the New 


Economic Structures (the “Antimonopoly Committee’’) 
was founded to help entrepreneurs. On 5 July Zavgayev 
held a meeting with representatives of cooperatives, 
private enterprises, and private farms where the head of 
the republic promised to support nascent business and 
called for “doing everything possible to expand market 
space and develop all forms of ownership.” The Union 
of Entrepreneurs of Chechen-Ingushetiya was founded 
on 9 August at the initiative of the “Antimonopoly 
Committee” and with the participation of the Supreme 
Soviet Presidium and the Council of Ministers of the 
ChIR; it was supposed to become one of the main 
supports of Zavgayev's economic policy. The Foreign 
Policy Association of the ChIR created by the Supreme 
Soviet Presidium and the republic's Council of Ministers 
and headed by the leaders of the “VUZ group,” Docent 
A. Bugayev, Professor A| Yandarov, and Docent V. 
Ilyasov, was supposed to work on trade and cultural ties 
with foreign countries. 


The change in the political course of the ChIR leaders, 
their skillful maneuvering, and the relative stabilization 
of public life and interethnic relations led to the weak- 
ening of the radical nonparliamentary opposition. There 
were fewer and fewer demonstrations of the NCChP 
executive committee and the bloc of parties close to it 
and the influence of the radical! nationalists diminished. 
In the summer of !991 the opposition leaders concen- 
trated for the most part on creating the internal structure 
of their groups. By August 199! branches of the NCChP 
executive committee and ‘“dzhamaaty”™ (departments) of 
the VDP had been organized in all rayons of Chechnya. 


However, the normalization of the sociopolitical situa- 
tion in Chechen-Ingushetiya was unstable in character. 
The change in the political course of the republic elite 
did not reflect the real changes in the ruling stratum of 
the ChIR but was merely a contmved maneuver which 
was supposed to increase the influence of Zavgayev's 
group. The economic reforms of the authorities of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya in practice did not affect the foun- 
dations of the corrupt administrative system and led to 
the formation of trade-parasite monsters headed by 
nomenklatura bosses and the chiefs of the “shadow 
economy, behind whom were the powerful mafia- 
family clans. Of course, as a result of these reforms the 
republic's broad masses proved to be unprotected from 
the rise in prices and the outbreak of speculation. in 
1991 the standard of living of the ChIR population fell 
sharply; this had an especially acute effect im the rural 
rayons of Chechnya. which already suffered from unem- 
ployment and a shortage of arable land. The unbalanced 
development of the economic infrastructure of C nechen- 
Ingushetiya during the preceding decades turned the 
rural rayons into an agranan appendage to the gigantic 
oil refining and petrochemical industry of Groznyy and 
led to the appearance of tens of thousands of unem- 
ployed among the Chechens and the Ingush. By the 
mid- 1980s unemployment in the Ch! ASSR had already 
become chronic and every summer masses of rural 
inhabitants left the republic “to make money.” In 1989 











D. Zavgayev called for an end to the demeaning export 
of “labor resources” and promised to offer work by 
expanding construction and developing the food 
industry in the provinces. These promises remained on 
paper only, and as a result by August 1991 the size of the 
“surplus rural population” in the ChIR was more than 
100,000 people (but according to unofficial data it was 
near 200,000 people), which was roughly 20 percent of 
the republic's able-bodied population (according to 
unofficial data—about 30 percent). The huge amount of 
unemployment led to the appearance in Chechen- 
Ingushetiya of large masses of people who were in 
practice deprived of the means of existence. Social 
tension in society was approaching the critical mass and 
the lumpen-proletariat became the base for the spread of 
radical nationalist influence. 


The attempted coup d'etat in the USSR of 19-21 August 
1991 became the catalyst for a sudden social explosion in 
Chechen-Ingushetiya, which was named the “Chechen 
revolution.” 


The ‘Chechen Revolution’ 


During the GKChP putsch, almost all the supreme 
leaders of the ChIR headed by D. Zavgayev and the 
chairman of the republic's Council of Ministers, S. 
Bekov. were in Moscow, where the ceremony of the 
signing of the Union Treaty was supposed to take place. 
Because of this the news of the 19 August coup took the 
republic authonties by surprise. For almost two and 
one-half days the official organs of Chechen-Ingushetiya 
kept a inystenous silence, preferring to wait and not take 
a definite position. Only the first secretary of the 
Groznyy Gorkom of the CPSU and chairman of the city 
soviet, V. Kutsenko, people's deputy of the USSR from 
the CPSU Central Committee and activist for the 
“Soyuz” group, S. Umalatova, and the presidium of the 
republic's Veterans’ Council expressed open support for 
the Yanayev junta. The ChIR minister of internal affairs, 
U. Alsultanov, duplicated all GKChP ukases for the 
rayon internal affairs administrations and, as the judicial! 
investigation in September |991 showed, was prepared 
to obey the putschists. But the first deputy chairman of 
the Supreme Soviet, A. Petrenko, refused to evaluate the 
events in Moscow and the second secretary of the 
reskom, P. Gromov, preferred to be “taken ill.” 


While the Chechen-Iingushetiya authornties were hesi- 
tating and weighing all the pro's and con's, the opposi- 
tion activists issued an appeal to disobey the conspira- 
tors. By the middie of the day on |9 August a rally had 
gathered in the square across from the ChIR Counc! of 
Ministers building in which representatives of the 
NCChP executive committee, the VDP, the Green 
Movement. and fundamentalist parties took part 
During the rally KGB employees arrested the chairman 
of the VDP, Z. Yandarbiyev, but in a short time he was 
released. The next day the radical nationalists assembied 
on Lenin Square, where demonstrations continued 
against the GKChP. 
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During the night between 20 and 2! August D. Zavgayev 
and his comrades in arms returned to Groznyy. On 21 
August the ChIR Supreme Soviet Presidium assembled 
and discussed the GKChP’s order to declare a state of 
emergency and create loca! state of emergency commit- 
tees. In the second half of the day the Supreme Soviet 
Presidium rejected the junta’s demands, simultaneously 
condemning the actions of the demonstrators who were 
protesting in Groznyy against the coup 


On 22 August the leadership of the NCChP executive 
commitiee and the leaders of the opposition parties 
issued a demand that the ChIR Supreme Soviet, which 
had been unable to take a principled position during the 
days of the crisis, resign. In the evening of that same day 
the demonstrators surrounded the republic television 
building and after a minor scuffle with the militsia seized 
it. During the following week the radical nationalists’ 
rally on Lenin Square gathered more and more people. 
The ChIR authorities proved to be paralyzed by the mass 
civil disobedience and the republic militsia refused to 
Carry out orders to break up the demonstrations. On 24 
August the ralliers pulled down the Lenin monument in 
the center of the city 


On 25 August an extraordinary session of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet opened. The deputies rejected the 
NCChP executive committee's demands and expressed 
confidence in the chairman of the Supreme Soviet, 
Zavgayev. Some of the leaders called for the “unrest” to 
stop. On 26 August a member of the RSFSR Supreme 
Soviet Presidium, Militsia General A. Aslakhanov, and 
the deputy chairman of the RSFSR Council of Ministers, 
I. Grebesheva, arnved in Groznyy. At an emergency 
meeting of the ChIR Supreme Soviet Presidium, the 
representatives of the Russian leadership warned Zav- 
gayev that using force to resolve Chechen-Ingushetiya’s 
political crisis was not acceptable. The position of the 
delegates from Moscow demoralized the supporters of 
the chairman of the Supreme Soviet of Chechen- 
Ingushetiya for good. By the end of August, the situation 
in Groznyy was being increasingly controlled by the 
NCChP executive committee and the national guard 
which was being formed occupied the television and 
radio buildings, the ChIR Council of Ministers building, 
and other administrative offices 


On 29-30 August the session of the ChIR Supreme Soviet 
resumed work. But on the first day the Supreme Soviet 
Presidium resigned, even though Zavgayev and two of 
his deputies continued in their posts. After the attempted 
negotiations between a delegation of ChIR deputies and 
the opposition leaders failed, the Supreme Soviet 
reyected the NCChP executive committee's demands 
and declared the actions of the radical nationalists 
unconstitutional 


In the meantime the NCChP executive committee was 
building up its military forces. It is not known where the 
large number of automatic mfles and pistols and several 
machine-guns which the guards had came from. In the 
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night between 29 and 30 August the opposition’s sup- 
porters erected barricades in the center of the city. On 
1-2 September the third session of the National Congress 
of the Chechen People met and declared the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet overthrown and handed power on the 
terntory of Chechnya over to the NCChP executive 
committee. The session of the NCChP instructed Peo- 
ple’s Deputy of the USSR L. Magomadov to form a 
Republic Committee To Develop Fundamental Legisla- 
tive Enactments 


On 3 September the new ChIR Supreme Soviet Pre- 


sidium declared a state of emergency in the city of 
Groznyy, but this decree was in fact not executed, for 
Groznyy and most of the rayons of the ChIR were 


controlied by the NCChP executive committee. The 
decision to introduce a state of emergency pushed the 
opposition leaders to more decisive actions against the 
authorities. On the evening of 6 September during an 
assembly of ChIR deputies of al! levels under the chair- 
manship of Zavgaveyv. the national guard soldiers carned 
out an attack on the House of Political Education where 
the deputies’ meetings were taking place. Durnng the 
assault several deputies were wounded and the first 
secretary of the CPSU gorkom threw himself from a 
third floor window and died in intensive care. The 
guards captured Zavgayev and forced him to sign an “act 
of repudiation.”’ Soon the leaders of the NCChP execu- 
tive committee declared the transfer of supreme power 
to it and founded the Provisional Committee To Mon- 
itor the Work of the National-Economic Complex. 


In mid-September 1991 the radical nationalists tned to 
bring about the official self-dissolution of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet. However, some of the sociopolitical 
organizations which had earlier supported the demands 
of the NCChP executive committee on the resignation of 
the republic's leadership and the holding of new elec- 
tions spoke out against the attempt by General 
Dudayev's group to usurp power. The Movement for 
Democratic Reform of the ChIR, the Association of the 
Intelligentsia, the Union of Afghanistan Veterans, and 
the Green Movement expressed their disagreement with 
the NCChP executive committee's actions. As a sign of 
protest the leader of the “Greens,” R. Goytemirov, left 
the presidium of the NCChP executive committee. 


On |1 September a delegation of the RSFSR government 
headed by the state secretary, G. Burbulis, and the 
minister of information and the press, M. Poltoranin, 
came to Groznyy. The representatives of the Russian 
leadership conducted negotiations with the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet deputies and the NCChP leaders for 
four days in order to find a solution to the crisis which 
had been created. On !4 September the acting chairman 
of the RSFSR Supreme Soviet, R. Khasbulatov, flew to 
the republic and firmly demanded the resignation of the 
ChIR deputy corps. On 15 September the last session of 
the Supreme Soviet of Chechen-Ingushetiya was held 
and R. Khasbulatov in fact led it. The Palace of Culture 
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imeni Lenin, where the meeting was held, was sur- 
rounded by national guardsmen. At the insistent recom- 
mendation of R. Khasbulatov, the deputies passed the 
decision on the resignation of the chairman of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet, D. Zavgayev, and the self-dissolution of 
the Supreme Soviet. New parliamentary elections were 
set for 17 November and during the transition period 
power was handed over to the Provisional High Council 
of the ChIR (PHC ChIR) consisting of 32 deputies for 
the most part representing the left wing of the Supreme 
Soviet. After achieving the self-dissolution of the ChIR 
Supreme Soviet, R. Khasbulatov flew to Moscow on the 
same day. 


But the decision to transfer power to the Provisional 
High Council could not suit the NCChP executive com- 
mittee, which demanded powers only for itself. The 
radical nationalist rally on the square in front of the 
Council of Ministers building continued, biocking the 
activity of all organizations and departments. In a few 
days a compromise was reached: the make-up of the 
Provisional High Council was reduced to | 3 people (later 
this “truncated PHC" was named the Provisional 
Council of the Chechen Republic—the PCChR) and the 
deputy chairman of the NCChP executive committee, 
Kh. Akhmadov, was appointed its chairman. According 
to the plan of the NCChP leaders, the PCChR, formed 
for the most part of supporters of the opposition, was 
supposed to be merely a screen for legitimizing the 
executive comm’ e's real power. Preparations for the 
election of the new parliament of Chechen-Ingushetiya 
were made under ‘he complete contro! of NCChP exec- 
utive committee supporters and during the election 
campaign one-sided advantages were created for the 
candidates from the parties of the radical nationalist 
bloc. 


On 20 September the leaders of the Movement for 
Democratic Reform and the Association of the Intelli- 
gentsia of the ChIR protested against the pressure on the 
part of the NCChP executive committee, and on 25 
September 10 sociopolitical organizations combined 
into a round table and demanded that the NCChP 
executive committee give up the power functions it had 
appropriated, unfetter television and radio, disband the 
unlawful armed formations, and the like. On 26 Sep- 
tember the acting chairman of the RSFSR Supreme 
Soviet, R. Khasbulatov, appealed to the PCChR, the 
Council of Ministers, and the NCChP executive com- 
mittee in a telegram which warned them that if the 
“informal organizations” usurped power, the results of 
the elections would not be considered legal; he called for 
the functions of the preparation and conduct of the 
election campaign to be transferred to the Provisional 
High Council of the ChIR. The NCChP executive com- 
mittee tried to assemble a “protest rally” and condemn 
the “intervention in the internal affairs of Chechnya,” 
but this action did not receive broad support. 


Signs of a split within the PCChR appeared in late 
September. On 25 September five members of the 
Council headed by the deputy chairman of the PCChR, 











Yu, Chernyy, issued an open appeal to the citizens of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya which condemned the NCChP 
executive committee's attempts to appropriate the func- 
tions of the supreme power organ, and one of the 
members of the PCChR, B. Bakhmadov, surrendered his 
authority as a sign of protest, Meanwhile four of the 
members of the Council who were supporters of 
Dudayev's group issued a number of laws and decrees on 
behalf of the entire PCCHR, creating the legal base for 
the activity of the NCChP executive committee as a 
supreme organ, On | October Chernyy's “five” issued 
another protest and announced that all PCChR decisions 
adopted in circumvention of the majority of its members 
were unlawful and did not have legal force. The same day 
Akhmadov's “four,” referring to the decision of the 
Congress of Deputies of Ingushetiya of All Levels on 15 
September 1991 to create an “Ingush Autonomous 
Republic within the RSFSR," announced the division of 
the Chechen-Ingush Republic into the sovereign 
Chechen Republic Nokhchi-cho and the Ingush Auton- 
omous Republic within the RSFSR. 


The split of Chechen-Ingushetiya aroused sharp protests 
on the part of the overwhelming majority of the repub- 
lic’s sociopolitical organizations. On the morning of 5 
October seven of the nine members of the PCChR met in 
the House of Trade Unions and by a majority vote 
adopted the decision to rescind the unlawful enactments 
and replace the chairman of the Council, Kh. Akhma- 
dov. In response the NCChP executive committee sent a 
detachment of guardsmen to storm the House of Trade 
Unions, but by that time the members of the PCChR had 
managed to hide. Another national guard detachment 
seized the republic KGB building. The next day the 
NCChP executive committee dissolved the PCChR “for 
subversive and provocational activity” and assumed the 
functions of a “revolutionary committee during the 
transition period with full powers.” 


During the night between 5 and 6 October, another 
delegation of the Russian parliament, this time headed 
by the vice president of the RSFSR, A. Rutskoy, came to 
Groznyy. For 2 days Rutskoy and his companions met 
with the members of the PCChR, leaders of the NCChP 
executive committee and the People’s Council of Ingush- 
etiya, and representatives of the intelligentsia and the 
public. During this time the Third Congress of the 
Ingush People, which was being held in Groznyy on 6-7 
October, rescinded the decree of the “Extraordinary 
Congress of Deputies of Ingushetiya” proclaiming a 
separate Ingush Autonomous Republic and on behalf of 
the Ingush population of the ChIR spoke out for the 
unity of Chechen-Ingushetiya. But the NCChP executive 
committee ignored the Congress's decision and con- 
tinued a course to divide the ChIR. 


On 7 October the members of the PHC met in the 
building of a government hotel and adopted a decree 
resuming the activity of the Provisional High Council of 
the ChIR consisting of 32 people elected at the last 
session of the republic's Supreme Soviet. The jurist B. 
Bakhmadov was elected chairman of the PHC and B. 
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Tamarov and Kh, Dzeytov were elected his deputies. 
The Council appealed to the citizens of the ChIR to 
support the lawful organ of power and boycott the 
presidential elections declared by the NCChP executive 
committee and also appealed to the RSFSR Supreme 
Soviet to recognize the legal status of the PHC. 


During the night between 7 and 8 October soldiers from 
the national guard seized the PHC residence, after which 
the members of the Council in fact c to illegal 
status. Some of the members of the PHC left for the 
rayons while others remained in Groznyy to coordinate 
actions. 


On 9 October the RSFSR Supreme Soviet Presidium 
decree “On the Political Situation in the ChIR"” in which 
the Russian leadership demanded that the unlawful 
paramilitary formations disarm and declared the Provi- 
sional High Council the only lawful organ of power on 
the territory of the ChIR appeared. That same evening 
the presidium of the NCChP executive committee 
decided to “consider the flagrant, provocational inter- 
vention in the internal affairs of the Chechen Republic a 
declaration of armed opposition."’ The leaders of the 
radical nationalists announced the mobilization of all 
males aged 15 to 55, brought the national guard to 
combat readiness, recalled all military personnel of 
Chechen nationality from the Armed Forces of the 
USSR, and ordered all enterprises and institutions to 
obey the emissaries of the NCChP executive committee 
without question. The chairman of the VDP, Z. Yandar- 
biyev, called upon his supporters to arm themselves and 
declare a “gazavat™ (a holy war against the “infidels’’). 
Local television, which was under the control of the 
guardsmen, carried harsh anti-Russian propaganda. 


On 10 October two rallies began in Groznyy. The sup- 
porters of the NCChP executive committee assembled 
on Freedom Square. They condemned the decree of the 
RSFSR Supreme Soviet Presidium and called for armed 
resistance against Russia. A rally of the democratic 
forces organized by the leaders of the Association of the 
Intelligentsia of the ChIR was held on Sheik Mansur 
Square (formerly Lenin Square). The ralliers demanded 
that the provocational activity of certain leaders of the 
radical nationalist groups cease, the national guard dis- 
band, and power be returned to the PHC. In mid- 
October demonstrations of supporters and opponents of 
the NCChP executive committee began in a number of 
rayons of Chechen-Ingushetiya. Civil resistance intensi- 
fied and a new opposition was formed against the 
NCChP executive committee which united the activists 
of the democratic sociopolitical groups, leaders of the 
intelligentsia, representatives of the liberal wing of the 
former party-Soviet structures, some businessmen and 
managers of major enterprises, and so on. After B. 
Yeltsin appointed A. Arsanov his representative in the 
ChIR, the rally on Sheik Mansur Square was replenished 
with the supporters of a large religious community of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya, the followers of Sheik Deni 
Arsanov. During the opposition rally a coalition ‘““Move- 
ment To Preserve Chechen-Ingushetiya” was formed 
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and members of the PHC and leaders of the Association 
of the Intelligentsia and the elders of the Arsanovs’ 
community became members of it. The brother of the 
representative of the RSFSR president, I.-Kh. Arsanov, 
became the Movement's chairman and the writer V. 
Itayev became the secretary. The People’s Council of 
Ingushetiya, the Provisional Committee of the Russian- 
Speaking Population of the ChIR, a number of leaders of 
rayons, and collectives of Groznyy enterprises spoke out 
in support of the “Movement To Preserve Chechen- 
Ingushetiya.”’ 


At the same time, however, the leaders of the NCChP 
executive committee continued to make preparations for 
the elections of the president and parliament of the 
Chechen Republic (ChR). As observers and the press 
emphasized, the election campaign took place in condi- 
tions of an aggravated standoff among various political 
forces. Television and radio were blockaded by General 
Dudayev's guardsmen. Taking into account the unfair 
conditions of the election, seven contenders for the post 
of president of the ChP withdrew their candidacies. 


The elections of the president and parliament of the ChR 
were held on 27 October 1991. The Central Electoral 
Commission appointed by special decree of the NCChP 
executive committee announced that the elections had 
been successful and that the chairman of the NCChP 
executive committee, (Ret) General D. Dudayev, was the 
president of the ChR. Later the make-up of the ChR 
parliament was announced. 


Almost immediately the PHC declared the elections 
fixed and unconstitutional and warned that “not one 
ukase of the so-called president D. Dudayev nor one 
decree of the parliament of the so-called Chechen 
Republic has legal force and should be executed.”” The 
RSFSR Supreme Soviet, the ChIR Council of Ministers, 
and a number of influential sociopolitical movements of 
Chechen-Ingushetiya did not recognize the election 
results. At the initiative of the rally on Sheik Mansur 
Square, the PHC and the “Movement To Preserve 
Chechen-Ingushetiya” began to form a “people's mili- 
tia.” By early November 1991 the PHC militiamen had 
taken the House of Trade Unions and set up an opera- 
tional headquarters—the ‘“‘Union for Protection of Citi- 
zens of the ChIR” headed by the chairman of the 
Shalinskiy Rayispolkom and membei of the PHC, B. 
Dzhamalkhanov. The PHC also created the Central 
Electoral Commission and began to make preparations 
for the elections of the ChIR Supreme Soviet on 17 
November. The situation in the republic got increasingly 
worse as events developed. Civil resistance intensified 
because of the resistance of the paramilitary formations. 
The prospect of the creation of two “parallel’’ parlia- 
ments was becoming a real one. 


The ukase of the RSFSR president declaring a state of 
emeqeney in the ChIR fundamentally cha the line- 
up of political forces of Chechen-Ingushetiya. On the 
evening of 8 November, when Russian television 
reported B. Yeltsin's ukase, the ChR parliament assem- 
bled in an emergency meeting and gave Dzh. Dudayev a 
state of emergency to protect the sovereignty of the ChR. 
The same day Dudayev ee a presidential ukase 
which assessed the actions of the Russian leadership as 
“political provocation and state terrorism.”’ The presi- 
dent of the ChR introduced a state of emergency in the 
republic, resumed signing up volunteers for the national 
guard, and proposed to the representative of the RSFSR 
president and his deputy that they surrender their 
powers. The first deputy chairman of the NCChP exec- 
utive committee and deputy of parliament, Yu. Soslam- 
bekov, was appointed minister of war of Chechnya. 


Later in the evening thousands of people began to gather 
on Freedom Square. In a matter of hours the ministry of 
war Organized and armed self-defense detachments. The 
supporters of the NCChP executive committee appealed 
to the citizens of the ChR to come out on Freedom 
oquare and protect the president and parliament of the 


Three “Il-76" military planes landed at the Khankala 
Airport near Groznyy that night and later another plane 
with soldiers arrived. By the morning of 9 November the 
guardsmen and militsia personnel had blockaded the 
airport and had put all the approaches to Groznyy and 
the rail junction stations under guard. On 9 November 
the rally on Freedom Square gathered tens of thousands 
of people who appeared in support of the sovereignty of 
the ChR. During negotiations with the chairman of the 
defense and security committee of the ChR parliament, 
I. Suleymanov, the RSFSR deputy minister of internal 
affairs, General Komissarov, who had come to Chechen- 
Ingushetiya, announced that he was wrongly informed of 
the situation in the republic but in any case bloodshed 
would not be permitted. 


In the middle of the day on 9 November the ChR 
parliament swore in President D. Dudayev. By the 
evening it had become clear that the Chechnya authori- 
ties had concluded an agreement with the commanders 
of the military units blockaded at the Khankala airport 
that the soldiers would be withdrawn from ChR territory 
in buses. 


On 10 November D. Dudayev held a press conference 
where the president of Chechnya announced the firm 
intention of the people of the ChR to create an indepen- 
dent state and warned that the republic’s authorities 
were prepared to rebuff aggression by the imperial forces 
of Russia. That same day the parliament of the Confed- 
eration of Mountain Peoples of the Caucasus supported 
the leaders of Chechnya and on behalf of the Northern 
Caucasus peoples promised to aid the ChR in the event 
of an outside attack. 











Boris Yeltsin's ukase of 8 November had had the oppo- 
site result. The opposition was demoralized. In the 
presence of a foreign threat demonstrations against Gen- 
eral Dudayev's regime would have been equivalent to 
“national treason."’ The leaders of the sociopolitical 
Organizations who earlier had sharply criticized 
Dudayev and did not recognize the power of the presi- 
dent and parliament of the ChR now joined the 
NCChP’s side and announced their support of the 
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authorities of Chechnya. The Provisional High Council 
of the ChIR and its militia dissolved without notice on 
the very first day of the crisis. 


In this way, the attempt to introduce a state of emer- 
gency in Chechen-Ingushetiya led to the legitimization of 
the president and parliament of the ChR and to the 
disappearance of the opposition. The “Chechen revolu- 
tion” was victorious. 
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